Key Concepts

Year 7/8
Species

How should we treat animals?

A group of animals with similar characteristics /
attributes that are able to breed. Eg. Humans are a
type of species. Cats are a type of species.

Superior

Being better than something/someone else.

Human
Rights

The things that all humans are entitled to just for
being human. Eg. Right to life, education, freedom of
speech.

Equality

To be treated the same.

Vegan

A person who does not eat meat or use animal
products.

Vegetarian

A person who does not eat meat.

Halal

Something that is allowed in Islam.

Stewardship

The human responsibility to look after the world and
take care of it.

Dominion

When you are in charge of something and rule over it.

Divine

God-like.
Case for Animal Rights

Case against Animal Rights

Book 1975
Speciesism: When you treat your own
species as superior based on irrelevant
differences.
Compared how we treat animals to
segregation (USA, 1950s).

1. Animals don’t think like we
do or understand. Not as
intelligent as us. Therefore we can use
them for our needs.

IF not okay to do to
humans – don’t do it animals.
Animals and feel like we do.
Eating meat is not a need,
simply
convenience/tradition.
Understand animals and humans are
different but they are equal in the way
they can feel pain and suffering.

2. We are the top of the food chain =
superior.

Knowledge Organiser

The ways humans use animals…
UK Laws:
1998 – testing makeup/cosmetics on
animals made illegal in
the UK.
2004 – hunting of all
mammals illegal
2006 – The Animal
Welfare Act – criminal
offence to
neglect/mistreat or
harm animals. People
may be sent to prison
for mistreating animals.
In the UK all new
medicine must be
tested on animals
before they can be
released.

Facts about Animal Testing:
2017 – 3.79 million scientific tests on animals in UK.
At least 115 million animals used in experiments
worldwide each year.

Arguments against Animal Testing
•

Peter Singer: Speciesism

•

Animals are not ours to use.

•

Animals are locked in cages – animals ache
with loneliness, and want to be free

•

Animals are often mistreated in laboratories.

•

Testing the drug on animals involves giving
the animal the disease/illness.

3. Tradition – how it has always been,
part of our culture and way of life.

•

Scientists poison, shock, burn and often kill
the animals they test on.

4. We need it to survive.

•

Animals are able to suffer and experience
pain the same way we do.

5. Animals like lions eat meat, why
shouldn’t humans?

•

Animals don’t always react the same way as a
human to the drug – so it isn’t always useful
to test on animals. Plus scientists have
developed new ways of testing drugs that
doesn’t use animals.

6. Animals were put on earth to serve
humans.

Arguments for Animal Testing
•

It’s the law! All drugs must be tested on
animals before they can be tested on
humans.

•

It makes sure that it is safe for humans.

•

Animals have a lot of the same organ systems
as humans – gives us reliable and useful info
about the drugs.

•

The pain of the animals is unknown.

•

Developing cures for diseases ands more
important than the animals. Eg. Life support
machines, dialysis and asthma drugs have all
been produced using animal testing.

•

It would cost too much to develop an
alternative to animal testing.

•

Animal testing has allowed humans learn how
to do organ transplants – these save lives
every day.

Christian Beliefs about Animals

Muslim Beliefs about Animals

Some Christians believe that animals
were created for humans to rule over…

Most Muslims believe that animals were
created for humans to use…

When God created the world
He gave humans dominion, power over all
creatures.

Allah has given humans dominion over
other creatures. “God provided for you all
livestock, so that you may ride on them and
use them for your food” Qur’an

“Rule over the fish in the sea, birds of the
air and every living thing that moves on
Earth”
Only humans have souls, only humans are
“made in Gods image” not animals - so this
means we are more important/can use them for
our needs.
Some Christians argue that animal testing should be
done as humanely as possible, animal suffering should
be minimised – but if it can help humans, could be
most loving thing to do. A general principle would be
that they should not be used if there are suitable
alternatives.

Other Christians believe in stewardship…
Animals are Gods creation so should be
respected and looked after.
Most Christians believe that God gave
humans the role of stewards.

Most Christians believe that dominion over
animals means that you have power so that you
can look after and care for Gods creation.
Jesus taught that “Not one sparrow can die
unnoticed by God” teaching that you should be
kind and living towards animals (God cares!) He
taught Christians to help the weak and helpless.

Humans and animals are different – humans
can reason and act intelligent. Therefore
humans can use animals to meet their needs.
Islam allows animal experiments if they are for a
justified purpose, if no alternative ways of testing
are available. Animals must always be treated well
and their suffering minimised.

However most Muslims believe that
you should not respect animals and
not treat them cruelly…
• The Prophet Muhammad had lit a fire and
once he realised that it was near an ants
nest he extinguished it.
• He said “You will be rewarded by Allah
for your act of kindness towards living
creatures”
• Muslims are Khilafah’s of the world –
stewards they have a duty to look after
Allah’s creation.
What is Halal meat?
Muslims are only allowed to eat Halal meat
that has been killed according to the religious
rules.
Muslims do not eat pork because it is
forbidden in the Qur’an and described as
‘unclean’.

Hindu Beliefs about Animals

Most Hindu’s believe…
Many Hindu stories that show
animals are divine. Animals, like humans have an
atman – soul/spirit. Many Hindu Gods use animal
bodies as they travel - all creatures not just humans
are seen as important and deserving respect.
Therefore, most Hindus are vegetarian “If there
were nobody who ate meat there would then be
nobody who kills living creatures.”
Ahimsa: Important belief. No living thing should be
harmed. Teaches that you must be kind and nonviolent towards all living things, including animals.
“No person should kill animals helpful to all”
Karma: Every action you do has an effect – builds up
karma (you can get good karma + bad)
Good actions = good karma, bad actions = bad
karma
Your karma determines your reincarnation.
Killing and eating animals = bad karma.
Reincarnation: Rebirth
When your body dies - atman placed in a new body.
Depends on how well you live your life, good life =
good rebirth, bad life = bad rebirth (Karma). Can be
reborn as a animal = shouldn’t hurt them. Eating
animals = bad karma = bad rebirth.

Cow is a sacred animal
Cow is seen as special. Symbol of life and the earth,
seen as a mother as she gives food + nourishment
through her milk.
Killing cows is band in India and Hindus do not eat
beef.
The Hindu belief of ahimsa influences many Hindus to
being against animal testing and also being vegetarian.

