
 

OCL Art Curriculum: Statement of Intent 
 

Purpose of study  

The visual arts make a vital contribution to children’s development in many ways both explicitly and implicitly. To understand visual culture is to be able to 

access the world in which we live. To practice Art presents students with the opportunity to learn and develop creative skills and techniques with different 

materials and processes discovering confidence and channels of self-expression. We study Art to inspire that personal expression, foster curiosity of the 

world around us and explore the limitless capabilities of our imagination whilst engaging with different cultures, historical events as well as providing 

opportunities to question, critique and make decisions. Our Art curriculum enables our young people to work independently, work collaboratively, 

develop resilience, problem solve, manage time and resources and ask the big questions; encouraging them to become thinkers, researchers, observers, 

makers and creators. 

 

 

We value character, competence and community in our curriculum: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Character: Engaging all students in learning 

about visual culture that develops personal 

creativity, resilience, the willingness to take 

appropriate risks and the confidence to 

express feelings, thoughts and ideas: 

developing a sense of self. Confidently 

experimenting                                                                                                                            

and exploring ideas and ways of working, 

being open to asking questions and 

challenging accepted ideas: developing a 

sense of wider responsibility. Thoughtfully 

investigating ideas of equality and diversity: 

developing a sense of inclusivity  

 

Competence: Developing student’s 

ability to use accurately and 

expressively a variety of skills, 

techniques and materials with 

confidence. Enabling them to make 

well-informed, good choices about 

their work and to understand and 

formulate connections between their 

work and the work of others. Being 

able to create a personal response 

through practice and understanding 

context: nurturing creativity 

 

 

Community: Inspiring students to 

develop a lifelong love, appreciation and 

understanding of a wide range of 

creative styles, traditions and contexts 

through considering the place of visual 

communication in their world. 

Improving health and wellbeing of 

themselves and others through their 

practice and through sharing their 

practice in different ways. Contributing 

to their futures though actively working 

sustainably and considerately of and for 

others: promoting ambition 

 



 
Core concepts and principles of progression 

The Oasis Art curriculum is planned carefully so that core art, craft and design skills, knowledge and understanding are developed over time. Expertise develops through 
consistent, deliberate practice from a solid foundation and immersion in the rich heritage of artistic and global, cultural traditions and movements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#1 Artists tell stories: We 

learn to tell our own stories 
through developing our 
practice with the formal 
elements as our foundation – 
what we see and later what 
we know and what we think 
and feel 

 

#2 Artists follow (and 

break) rules: We learn 
the ‘rules’ by practicing 
accuracy, control and 
fluency in order to 
experiment and explore 
with purpose 

 

#3 Artists play with ideas, materials and 

failure: We learn to be creative by creating. 
Embracing ‘happy accidents’ and learning 
from ‘mistakes’. We are ‘creative 
apprentices’ learning habits, routines, 
methods and questioning – understanding 
our motivations to create our own work with 
increasing independence and skill 

 

#4 Art has its own language: We learn 

how to decode and encode works 
through progressive practice in 
identifying, deciphering and interpreting 
to enable us to apply, exploit and 
manipulate this language through our 
own responses 

 

#5 Art engages – me 

and you: We learn to 
look at, share and 
create work of 
increasing complexity 
and purpose, 
processing information 
and developing a 
personal response to 
stimulus  

 

 

#6 Artists ask questions: 

We learn to ask questions 
through mindful practice 
of looking at (our) art and 
pushing our artistic 
boundaries to help inform 
our practice and form 
opinions with increasing 
discrimination  

 

 

#7 Art has value in unequal measure: We 

learn to challenge preconceived notions of art 
and its documentation of histories by asking 
questions, considering our own aesthetic 
perspectives and preferences and developing 
understanding of the ability of art to 
illuminate and enrich our experience, building 
confidence over time to express and 
articulate our thinking in different ways 

 

 

#8 Art is not fixed in meaning – context 

is everything: We learn about works of 
art across time by experiencing and 
observing how the use of materials, 
processes, subject matter and events 
relate to our work. We consider how 
global connections, culture and heritage 
influence, shape and describe our 
understanding of art ‘his’tory and our 
own creations 

#9 Art is powerful: We learn to understand the meaning, purpose and power 

of works of art and design through time and culture and translate that in to our 
own work. We move from thinking to doing – learning to make conscious 
choices and decisions about our work and how we want it to be perceived 

 

 

#10 Art is contradictory and complex*: We learn to deconstruct and 

reconstruct ideas and methodologies to foster connection and innovation. We 
develop technical skill enabling us to become adept at personal, creative 
expression 

*See Fig 1. 

 

 



 
Aims/outcomes 

Through our carefully sequenced and ambitious curriculum, we intend that our curriculum will achieve these aims/outcomes:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1. To equip all students with the 

knowledge, skills and understanding 

so that they will know how to make 

art, craft and design successfully, 

being able to: 

• Use a wide range of materials, 

processes and techniques with 

confidence 

• Use a wide range of materials, 

processes and techniques with 

skill and accuracy 

• Work in 2D 

• Work in 3D 

• Create their own works of art; 

devising, developing and 

executing a personal response 

• Understand the process of 

creating their own work 

• Develop and use primary sources 

for personal work 

• Identify, explore and use the 

elements of art and design within 

their own work 

• Review and refine work 

independently 

 

2. To build the foundation for all students 

to decode and encode visual language, its 

history and context: 

• Understand and use art language both in 

creating visual work and in thinking and 

writing about the work of others 

• Be able to articulate their reasons for 
choices and decisions they have made 

• Rigorously question, observe, identify, 
dissect, analyse, evaluate and use ideas 
from art across the full range of historical 
periods, genres, cultures and traditions, 
including the works of architecture, 
photography, craft and design (*see Fig. 2) 

• Broaden and deepen essential world 
knowledge and use this to create purpose 
in their work 

• Use a wide range of materials, processes 

and techniques with purpose to convey 

meaning, realising intentions 

• Think in abstract ways from concrete 
starting points making connections 
between their work and the work of others 

• Work with professionals from a range of 

disciplines 

• Have opportunities to visit galleries and 

exhibitions and view art in different 

contexts 

• Have opportunities to study art and artists 

with particular local, contextual significance 

 

3. To enable all students to develop their character, 

confidence and identity through practising art, evidenced 

by being able to: 

• Resilience to rehearse, improve, create, embrace 

success and the unplanned, give and take feedback and 

become reflective practitioners 

• Empathy, sensitivity, understanding and openness to 

others 

• Take appropriate risks and demonstrate good decision 

making skills with materials, resources, ideas and ways 

of working 

• Problem solve with enthusiasm – think creatively around 

a situation or piece of work 

• Demonstrate confidence, collaboration and leadership 

skills 

• Engage in extra-curricular events and enrichment 

activities that allow them to develop their own interests 

and means to express themselves 

• Take advantage of opportunities such as competitions or 

community events to demonstrate creative skills 

• Understand the role of art in shaping individuals, culture 

and community for good 

• Celebrate diverse backgrounds, values and 

characteristics in their work 

• Develop their own values and sense of identity through 

their work 

• Demonstrate understanding of people with different 

beliefs and perspectives 

• Challenge stereotypes 



 

OCL Art Curriculum: Long Term Plan 
Year 11: Reflect, refine, resolve. The Cusp – an individual perspective 

                                          ‘I saw the angel in the marble and I carved until I set him free.’ Michelangelo 

YEAR 11 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 

2 

Title –  Consolidation of coursework 

elements – drawing, 

painting, printmaking 

Key concepts: #5 #6 #7  

Consolidation of coursework 

elements – making, analysis 

and evaluation 

Key concepts: #8 #9 

Externally set assignment (exam) 

paper  - investigating and 

recording 

Key concepts: #1 #4 #3 

 

Externally set assignment (exam) 

paper – developing and recording 

Key concepts: #6 #9 

Externally set assignment 

exam sessions held 

 

Investigating 
contextual 
references/ 
critical thinking 

Students will  work 
independently to complete 
personal responses to their 
investigations using the work 
of others through analysis 
and evaluating their work 
and the relevance and role of 
the work of others in their 
own 

Students will work 
independently to complete 
personal responses to their 
investigations using the work 
of others through analysis and 
evaluating their work and the 
relevance and role of the 
work of others in their own 

Students will respond to their 
selected theme from the externally 
set assignment (exam paper). 
Students will select one theme on 
which they will select and analyse 
the work of 
artists/designers/craftspeople.  

Students will respond to their 
selected theme from the externally 
set assignment (exam paper). 
Students will expand 
independently on the work done in 
Spring 1 to enable them to develop 
ideas for the personal response 
that they will produce in the 10 hr 
session  

Exam preparation – 
ensuring that all ideas, 
materials and resources 
are ready and prepared 
for the 10hr session 

 

Media/materials/ 
techniques 
/processes 
 

Students will select 
materials and processes 
relevant to their portfolio 
journey 

Students will use and explore 

materials and processes 

relevant to their portfolio 

journey 

 

Students will select materials and 
processes relevant to their chosen 
area of study from the externally 
set assignment. 
Students will experiment with a 
variety of appropriate materials 
and processes to explore their 
intentions researching their chosen 
ESA theme making links to their 
selected artists and ways of 
working 

Students will select, explore and 
develop ideas from primary 
sources materials and processes 
relevant to their chosen area of 
study from the externally set 
assignment  

Students will select and 
practice with materials 
and processes relevant to 
their chosen area of study 
in preparation for the 
10hr exam 

 

Recording ideas 

 

Students will complete 
drawings and recordings in 
media appropriate to their 
personal work. This will 
include description, analysis, 
and evaluation of their work, 
ideas and the work of others 

Students will complete 
drawings and recordings in 
media appropriate to their 
personal work. This will 
include description, analysis, 
and evaluation of their work, 
ideas and the work of others 

Students will complete drawings 
and recordings in media 
appropriate to the selected theme. 
This will include description, 
analysis, and evaluation of their 
work, ideas and the work of others 
researching their chosen ESA 
theme 

Students will refine drawings and 
recordings in media appropriate to 
the selected theme. This will 
include description, analysis, and 
evaluation of their work, ideas and 
the work of others, connecting 
their ideas 

Students will continue to 
refine drawings and 
recordings in media 
appropriate to the 
selected theme. This will 
include description, 
analysis, and evaluation of 
their work, ideas and the 

 



 

work of others, 
connecting their ideas 

Personal 

response/realising 

intentions 

Complete personal 
responses in portfolio 

Complete personal responses 
in portfolio. 
Refine elements of work in 
preparation for submission 

Explore ideas, materials and way of 
working in response to chosen 
theme 

Prepare to create ‘personal 
response’ 

Complete a ‘personal 
response’ in exam 
conditions 

 

Oasis 9 habits Self-controlled/Patient/Hopeful/ 
Humble 

Self-controlled/Patient/Hopeful Self-controlled/Patient/Hopeful Self-controlled/Patient/Hopeful Self-
controlled/Patient/Hopeful 
/Joyful! 

 

Links and resources  

Sustainable 

Development Goals 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-
and-design/gcse/art-and-
design-8201-8206 

   

 
 
 

   

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-
design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206                                                                
           

       

 
 

   

 
 

   

 

Tracking 

progression 

Continuous assessment in 
accordance with AQA GCSE 
criteria – Assessment 
objectives 1/2/3/4, 
Component 1 

Students will sit a 5hr practice 

exam in exam conditions and 

will select for themselves how 

best they will use this time. 

Portfolio will be given a 

revised mark in accordance 

with AQA GCSE criteria and 

shared with students. 

Students will be able to 

review and refine this work 

through guided and 

independent homework tasks 

and extra-curricular sessions 

Students will have their externally 

set assignment assessed in 

accordance with AQA GCSE criteria  

 

 

Students will have their externally 

set assignment assessed in 

accordance with AQA GCSE criteria 

using assessment Objectives 1/2/3, 

Component 2. They will use these 

to prepare for a personal response 

(AO4) which they complete in the 

10hr exam  

Students will sit a 10hr 
exam (normally over a 
two-day period) in to 
which they will be able to 
take all of their exam 
preparation materials. 
Students will work in 
exam conditions and will 
be entirely independent 

 

 

file:///D:/NLP/www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
file:///D:/NLP/www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
file:///D:/NLP/www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206


 

 

      

*Fig.1  

Neil Walton, Subject Leader for PGCE Art & Design at Goldsmiths, University 

of London 

 

(N.B. the conceptual scheme presented here owes much to Thierry de Duve’s 

brilliant analysis of art education, ‘When Form Has Become Attitude and 

Beyond’ (1994) https://readings.design/PDF/ThierrydeDuveFormAttitude.pdf   

 

*Fig.2  

A model developed to aid students in decoding a work of art 

https://readings.design/PDF/ThierrydeDuveFormAttitude.pdf

