
 

OCL English Curriculum: Progression Map 
 

Core concept Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Relevant end point 

Curricular Narrative 
 

 

→ Literature tells tales of heroes, 
tyrants and villains 

+ Literature tells tales of heroes, 
tyrants and villains, as well as tragic 
tales of conflict, both internal and 
societal 

+ + Literature tells tales of heroes, 
tyrants and villains, as well as tragic 
tales of conflict, both internal and 
societal, and stories of rebellion 

+ + + Literature tells tales of heroes, 
tyrants and villains, as well as tragic 
tales of conflict, both internal and 
societal, and stories of rebellion – 
stories are written to promote or 
denounce the stability of the status 
quo 

+ + + + Literature tells tales of heroes, 
tyrants and villains, as well as tragic 
tales of conflict, both internal and 
societal, and stories of rebellion – 
stories are written to promote or 
denounce the stability of the status 
quo and the power of authorities, 
institutions and the mind 

Reading 1: Read for meaning, identifying 

and summarising important aspects of plot, 

character, themes and ideas. 

Reading 2: Understand how texts can shape 

how we see the world and engage our 

heads, hearts and hands. 

Reading 5: Understand how texts can be 

shaped and influenced by social, historical, 

personal and literary contexts. 

Reading 8: Know that reading makes us 
powerful: that it provides us with 
knowledge and gives us control over our 
destiny. 
Speaking 1: Have the confidence to use, 
question and critique patterns they see and 
know 
 

 

→ Foundational myths and patterns 
+ Foundational myths and patterns 
become symbols used in literature 

+ + Foundational myths and patterns 
become symbols and are  often 
challenged by writers 

 

+ + + Foundational myths and patterns 
become symbols and are challenged by 
writers, who write stories to comment 
on society 

+ + + + Foundational myths and 
patterns become symbols and are 
challenged by writers, who write 
stories to comment on power and 
conflict in society 

→ Stories tell us about society and 
culture 

+ Stories tell us about society and 
culture and writers try to communicate 
ideas 

+ + Stories tell us about society and 
culture and writers try to communicate 
ideas and rebel against conventions 

+ + + Stories tell us about society and 
culture and writers try to communicate 
ideas and rebel against conventions by 
creating characters that represent key 
concepts 

+ + + + Stories tell us about society and 
culture and writers try to communicate 
ideas, express dissatisfaction and rebel 
against conventions by creating 
characters that represent key concepts  

Analytical Thinking 
 

 

→ Comprehension of a text is expressed 
by summarising and paraphrasing 

+ Comprehension of a text is expressed       
by summarising and paraphrasing 

→ Analysis of a text is expressed by 
understanding the symbolism of 
language 

+ + Comprehension of a text is 
expressed by summarising and 
paraphrasing 
+ Analysis of a text is expressed by 
understanding the symbolism of 
language and how and why writers 
create contrasting and conflicting 
characters and ideas 

+ + + Comprehension of a text is 
expressed by summarising and 
paraphrasing 
+ + Analysis of a text is expressed by 
understanding the symbolism of 
language and the symbolism of 
characters, and how and why writers 
create contrasting and conflicting 
characters and ideas 

+ + + + Comprehension of a text is 
expressed by summarising and 
paraphrasing 
+ + + + Analysis of a text is expressed 
by understanding the symbolism of 
language, characters, structure and 
how and why writers create 
contrasting and conflicting characters 
and ideas 

Reading 3: Know the shades of meaning 

inherent in the very best vocabulary in the 

English language; and how it excites and 

surprises. 

Reading 4: Understand how and why a 

writer makes choices about language and 

structure to deliberately construct layers of 

meaning, motive and purpose. 

Reading 6: Use evidence to support their 

ideas and understanding. 

Reading 7: Compare the content, 

construction and impact of different text 

types. 

Writing 6: Use, shape and comment on 

established literary patterns 

Writing 7: Remember and reference the 

works they have read using this knowledge 

to create new ideas and meanings. 

Writing 8: Know that writing makes us 
powerful: it gives us control over our voice 
and destiny. 
Speaking 1: Have the confidence to use, 
question and critique patterns they see and 
know 
Speaking 4: Use their voice to express their 
opinion confidently on issues that affect the 
global and local community.  

→ Writing about a text involves 
selecting evidence and explaining the 
meaning of this evidence 

+ Writing about a text involves 
selecting evidence, explaining the 
meaning of this evidence, and 
understanding the effect on the reader 
/ audience 

+ + Writing about a text involves 
selecting evidence, explaining the 
meaning of this evidence, 
understanding the effect on the reader 
or audience, and considering why a 
text was written 

+ + + Writing about a text involves 
selecting evidence, explaining the 
meaning of this evidence, 
understanding the effect on the reader 
or audience, and considering why a 
text was written for the specific 
intended audience 

+ + + + Writing about a text involves 
considering an argument or 
perspective on the text, selecting 
evidence, explaining the meaning of 
this evidence, understanding the effect 
on the reader or audience, and 
considering why a text was written for 
the specific intended audience 



 

 

Vocabulary 
Acquisition  

 

→ Versatile, powerful vocabulary is 
explicitly taught, rehearsed and 
interleaved in order to express ideas 
about heroism 

+ Versatile, powerful vocabulary is 
explicitly taught, rehearsed and 
interleaved in order to express ideas 
about heroism and conflict 

+ + Versatile, powerful vocabulary is 
explicitly taught, rehearsed and 
interleaved in order to express ideas 
about heroism, conflict and rebellion 

+ + + Versatile, powerful vocabulary is 
explicitly taught, rehearsed and 
interleaved in order to express ideas 
about heroism, conflict, rebellion and 
stability 

+ + + + Versatile, powerful vocabulary 
is explicitly taught, rehearsed and 
interleaved in order to express ideas 
about heroism, conflict, rebellion, 
stability and power 

Writing 2: Use vocabulary purposefully: 

choosing words whose nuances they 

understand, to excite and surprise. 

Writing 4: Communicate, choosing and 

using a wide range of language and 

structural techniques for different purposes 

and motivations to create meaning. 

Writing 5: Create works with layered 

meanings, referring to and exploring 

influence by social, historical, personal and 

literary contexts. 

Writing 8: Know that writing makes us 
powerful: it gives us control over our voice 
and destiny. 
Speaking 4: Use their voice to express their 
opinion confidently on issues that affect the 
global and local community.  

Written Fluency 
and Craft 

 

→ Using the Hochman method, 
students write simple declarative 
sentences using basic conjunctions 

+ Using the Hochman method, 
students write simple declarative 
sentences using basic conjunctions and 
discuss symbolic meaning 

+ + Using the Hochman method, 
students write simple declarative 
sentences using basic conjunctions, 
discuss symbolic meaning and express 
contrast 

+ + + Using the Hochman method, 
students write simple declarative 
sentences using basic conjunctions, 
discuss symbolic meaning, express 
contrast and see characters as 
constructs 

+ + + + Using the Hochman method, 
students write simple declarative 
sentences using basic conjunctions, 
discuss symbolic meaning, express 
contrast, see characters as constructs 
and consider structural features 

Writing 1: Create imaginatively: building 

their own voice to shape how they – and 

we – see the world; engaging our heads, 

hearts and hands. 

Writing 2: Use vocabulary purposefully: 

choosing words whose nuances they 

understand, to excite and surprise. 

Writing 3: Understand the relationship 

grammar has with meaning, and use it 

creatively and accurately. 

Writing 4: Communicate, choosing and 

using a wide range of language and 

structural techniques for different purposes 

and motivations to create meaning. 

Writing 5: Create works with layered 

meanings, referring to and exploring 

influence by social, historical, personal and 

literary contexts. 

Writing 6: Use, shape and comment on 

established literary patterns 

Writing 7: Remember and reference the 

works they have read using this knowledge 

to create new ideas and meanings. 

Writing 8: Know that writing makes us 
powerful: it gives us control over our voice 
and destiny. 

 

→ Writing of diary entries, newspaper 
reports and travel articles 

+ Writing of diary entries, newspaper 
reports and travel articles; 
monologues, sarcastic voice and letters 

+ + Writing of diary entries, newspaper 
reports and travel articles; 
monologues, sarcastic voice and 
letters; poetry and speeches 

+ + + Writing of diary entries, 
newspaper reports and travel articles; 
monologues, sarcastic voice and 
letters; poetry and speeches; 
descriptive and persuasive writing 

+ + + + Writing of diary entries, 
newspaper reports and travel articles; 
monologues, sarcastic voice and 
letters; poetry and speeches; 
descriptive and persuasive writing; 
leaflets, essays, articles 

Developing Voice

 

→ Expression of ideas about characters 
and literature 

+ Expression of ideas about characters 
and literature and how characters tell 
us something about our own world 

+ + Expression of ideas about 
characters and literature, how 
characters tell us something about our 
own world and the world of a writer 

+ + + Expression of ideas about 
characters and literature, how 
characters compare and contrast and 
tell us something about our own world 
and the world of a writer 

+ + + + Expression of ideas about 
characters and literature, how 
characters compare and contrast and 
tell us something about our own world, 
the world of a writer and the views of a 
writer 

Speaking 2: Have the resilience to rehearse 
and perform their work 
Speaking 3: Have the ability to take 
feedback and improve and redraft work  
Speaking 4: Use their voice to express their 
opinion confidently on issues that affect the 
global and local community.  
Writing 2: Use vocabulary purposefully: 

choosing words whose nuances they 

understand, to excite and surprise. 


