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Development is a process of change 
in countries that improves people's 

lives.
Developed countries are usually 

wealthier and peoples incomes are 
higher on average. This means they 

have a good standard of living. 
You can compare the level of 

development between different 
countries using statistics called 

indicators of development.
There are three types of indicators of 
development – social, economic and 

environmental

Causes of the development gap – The difference in Quality of life and standard of living between richer and pooer countries 

Environmental/Natural Economic Historical

Natural hazards, extreme weather can 
damage regions and areas, this costs 
money to rebuild. 

Corrupt governments treat the population 
badly, steal the countries money and 
resources and spend its money on weapons 
and war

Colonial powers like the UK took advantage of 
native people, ruled their countries and took their  
natural resources, leaving them less able to 
develop.

Extreme climates, droughts or flooding of 
land, can harm crops so people don’t have 
enough food to eat or sell for income

Many countries are in debt. They have 
borrowed money for development projects . 
They end up  paying off loans and not 
spending on improving development. 

When European powers were forced out, they left 
little industry, low levels of education and social 
unrest.

Landlocked countries find it harder to 
trade, they do not have access by sea to 
other countries so find it hard to export 
goods

Trade- HICs buy cheap goods and sell 
expensive ones. LICs often  buy expensive 
goods and have to sell cheap  raw materials 
or cash crops so make little money

Tribal and Cultural differences between different 
groups create tension and civil war in a struggle for 
power after colonial powers have left their country

Classifying countries
HIC - High Income Country

(UK, USA, NORWAY)
These have strong 

economies
NEE – Newly Emerging 

Economy 
(BRAZIL, INDIA, CHINA)

These are rapidly 
industrialising

LIC- Low Income Country
(GHANA, KENYA, HAITI)

These have little industry

Stages of the DTM    

Stage 1: (very few countries) High birth 
rate, high death rate and slow 

population growth.  Families are large 
but many people die due to dirty water, 
lack of healthcare, famine, and disease. 

Little population growth

Stage 2: (LIC’s) Birth rate stays high, as 
people want children to help on farms, 
fetch water or earn income. Death rate 

drops due to more money being spent on 
healthcare, clean water and sanitation 
Population growth increases rapidly. 

Stage 3: (NEE’s) Birth rate starts falling as 
people need less children as they are 

earning income in factories, contraception 
is used, and women work rather than 

have children.  Death rate continues to 
drop as people are wealthier and 

healthier. Population increase slows 
down. 

Stage 4: (HIC’s) The country is now 
wealthy. Family planning is widespread. 

Low birth rate as women focus on careers 
and marry later. Death rate is low as 

healthcare is excellent . Slow population 
growth. 

Stage 5: (HIC’s) People have very few 
children. The death rate is higher than 

the birth rate. Population starts to 
decline. 

Features of a developed 
country (HIC)

Better healthcare
Less poverty

Better education
Fair police and courts

Strong economy
Equality of men and 

women
Good access to services

Higher wages
Cleaner environment

Democratic Government

The Demographic transition model 
shows the changes in population as a 
country develops over time.  In the 
modern world different countries are at 
different stages on the DTM

Population pyramids show the 
population structure (male and 
female) of countries at different stages 
of development.  (in 5 year intervals)
LIC’s - Young populations with high 
birth rates (wide base) high death 
rates (steeply sloping sides) and low 
life expectancy (narrow top)
HIC’s – Ageing populations with low 
birth rates (narrow base) low death 
rates (straight sides) and long life 
expectancies (wide top)

Economic Indicators of development
GNI - How much wealth is generated by the economy of a country
GNI per capita – A countries wealth divided by the population size – High = 
developed

Social Indicators of development

Life expectancy – (years) A measure of how good health services are in a country
Birth rate – (per 100 people per year) Higher in LIC’s where contraception is 
uncommon and children are needed for labour on farms
Death rate – (per 1000 people per year) – Shows how good health services are
Infant mortality rate – (post 100 births per year)  Shows how effective post natal 
care is
Doctors per 1000 people – Shows the quality and size of the health service
Literacy rate – (%) Shows the quality of education provision in a country
Access to clean water or sanitation (%)  Show the quality of basic services in a 
country

The Human Development Index
(HDI) combines GNI per capita, 

years in schooling  and life 
expectancy to measure how 
people are benefitting from a 
countries economic wealth. 
(scored between 0 low and 1 

high)   Countries in Africa score 
worst and Europe, and North 

America
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Key vocabulary

HIC High Income Country

NEE Newly Emerging Economy

LIC Low Income Country

Development The process of change for the 
better in a country

Development 
Indicators

A measure comparable measure 
of development between 
different countries.  

Birth Rate Number of births per 1000 
people per year

Death Rate Number of deaths per 1000
people per year

Infant Mortality 
Rate

The number of deaths of infants 
under the age of 1 per 1000 
people per year

Life expectancy The number of years an average 
person is expected to live

Access to Clean 
Water

Percentage of people with access 
to safe drinking water

Literacy Rate Percentage of people with basic 
reading and writing skills

Gross National 
Income

Total value of gods and services 
produced by a country in a year 
(including money earned 
overseas).

Gross Domestic 
Product

Total  value of goods and services 
produced in a country in a year
(excluding money earned 
overseas).

Number of Years 
in School

The number of years an average 
person spends at school

People per doctor The number of doctors per 1000 
people

Human 
Development 
Index

Used by the UN to determine 
development. It uses literacy 
rate, GDP, life expectancy and 
number of years in school.

Causes of the Development Gap
• Social:
Education is poor in LICs so people do not develop skills, so stay poor. 
Infectious disease and illness spread easily because healthcare is poor  and 
vaccination programs are not in place, so death rates are high
Water supply and availability are poor so people struggle to farm or suffer health 
problems.
• Economic: 
LICs sell cheap primary goods and buy expensive secondary goods so stay poor. 
HICs sell expensive secondary goods and buy cheap primary goods so get richer. 
HICs have better trade links. 
LICs are in debt so do not have funds to pay for development projects
• Physical:
More natural disasters occur in HICs so money is spent fixing instead of developing 
country. Extreme climates make food and water supplies unreliable so there are 
often food shortages
Central African countries are landlocked so it is not easy to trade.
• Historical: 
Colonialism - LICs were exploited by HICs and became reliant on HICs.   After LICs 
gained independence, corruption and civil wars occurred. Other countries and 
companies do not want to do business with countries experiencing corruption or 
civil war. Also the governments do not spend money on the things that matter 
(e.g. food, water, education).

Effects of the Development Gap
• Difference in wealth: 
HICs are richer. The USA’s share of global 
wealth is 35%. Africa’s share of global wealth 
is just 1%.
• Difference in health:
There is a higher death rate and lower life 
expectancy in LICs, where 4/10 children die 
before 15 years and only 2/10 live past 70 
years.
The biggest killer in LICs is infectious disease 
whereas in HIC’s it is chronic disease
• Migration:
The movement of people from one place to 
another in search of a better life
People leave voluntarily (e.g. for a job or 
family) or are forced (due to war). An 
economic migrant is someone who chooses 
to leave to search for work or better services
A refugee is someone who is forced to leave 
for example to escape civil war

Ways of reducing the development gap

AID 
A country receives help from 

another country or NGO, in the 
form of money, emergency 

supplies, food, technology, skills.
WaterAid (water pumps) or 

Oxfam’s Goat Aid are examples 
of long term sustainable AID.

TOURISM
LICs and NEEs can use tourism to 

generate income and improve 
their healthcare, food, water and 

education. 

Tourism brings Jamaica $2 billion 
per year (45% of its GNI). Which it 

can spend on development.

FAIR TRADE
Ensures the farmers in LICs and 

NEEs get a fair price for their 
crops and invest money in local 

communities.

Uganda coffee farmers get 
additional income from 

Fairtrade premium which 
improves their quality of life.

DEBT RELIEF
HICs reduce the amount of 

money LICs and NEEs have to pay 
back (reduce interest or invested 

money).

By 2015, the International 
Monetary was giving debt relief 
to 36 LICs.  The total debt relief 

was around US$75 billion.

MICROFINANCE LOANS
Very small loans given to locals in 

LICs to start small businesses. 
They help the economy to grow 
and employment rates to rise.

Grameen Bank in Bangladesh 
offer low interest loans of $100 to 

develop small businesses.

INVESTMENT
Countries & TNCs invest money 
and expertise in LICs to increase 
their profits. It helps LICs with 

employment, income and 
accessing resources.

Shell and KFC in Nigeria. Also 
more than 2000 Chinese 

companies invest billions in 
Africa.

Sustainable long 
term AID aim’s to 

improve the 
quality of life and 
standard of living 
of  individuals and 

groups in a 
country over a 

long period.

Intermediate 
technology 

projects provide 
solutions that are 
appropriate to the 
skills and wealth 

of the population.  
Technology is 

usually designed 
to improve 

health, water or 
farming and to be 
easily repairable.
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NIGERIA IS A NEWLY EMERGING ECONOMY. 

Nigeria’s context

Links with the wider world – Nigeria is linked with a number of African and global groups. 

Commonwealth
It has equal status with all countries in the commonwealth, including the 
UK

African Union
Economic planning and peacekeeping group with Niger, Chad, Benin and 
Cameroon. It provides troops.

United Nations 
(the UN)

In 2013 Nigeria was the 5th largest contributor of troops for 
peacekeeping.

ECOWAS Economic Community of West African States is a trading group

CEN-SAD Community of Sahel-Saharan States is a trading group.

NIGERIA’S ECONOMY

TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS IN NIGERIA HAVE INCREASED DUE TO GLOBALISATION. 
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Social

 Multi-ethnic – there are many groups of people who identify with 
different cultures and traditions (e.g. Yoruba, Hausa and Fulani, Igbo)

 Multi-faith – there are many religious groups (e.g. Christianity, Islam 
and traditional African religions).

This social diversity has often resulted in conflicts between different 
groups.

Political

Prior to 1960 Nigeria was a British colony. In 1960 it gained 
independence. Until 1970 there were power struggles and civil wars as 
groups tried to gain power. Since 1999 it has had a stable government = 
lots of foreign investment.

Environmental

North: savannah and semi-desert. In the savannah lots of farming occurs 
(cattle, cotton, millet). Drier in the north.
South: rainforest. High rainfall and temperatures. Crops – rubber, cocoa, 
oil palm. It suffers from the tsetse fly so not many cattle.

Cultural 
Rich culture with famous authors (Wole Soyinka), footballers, musicians 
(Fela Kuti) and film industry (Nollywood).

Location

North of the equator in west Africa. It borders four
countries (Chad, Cameroon, Niger and Benin). The 
Atlantic Ocean is found along its southern coastline. 
Its two largest cities are Abuja and Lagos.

Population
182 million.  Since 1990 the number of people living 
in cities has increased to over 87 million people.

Nigeria is 
considered 
important 
because…

1. It has the fastest growing economy in Africa. In 2014 it became  the 
world’s 21st largest economy. 

2. It has the highest agricultural output in Africa, employing 70% of the 
population.

3. It supplies 2.7% of the world’s oil, making it the 12th largest  producer. 
4. Political global links, working with the UN within peacekeeping.  
5. It is a role model for other African countries who hope to develop.

What does Nigeria
import?

Telephones, cars, rice and wheat to China, EU, USA, India, Japan

What does Nigeria 
export?

Oil, agriculture – rubber, cocoa, cotton to EU, USA, China, India, Indonesia, Brazil

What does Nigeria’s 
economy look like?

Most people work in the primary sector, however the secondary and tertiary sectors 
are rapidly growing.

Why has Nigeria’s
economy changed?

• Increased used of farm machinery and better pay/better working conditions in 
manufacturing industries = decline in primary sector. 

• A more stable government = rise in investment from HICs = rise in secondary 
manufacturing.

• Improved trade links and increased number of people who speak English = 
increase in telecommunications, finance (tertiary sectors).

Multiplier effect When one change = more changes.

How has Nigeria’s 
economic change 
benefitted Nigeria?

• Better and more regular wages = more disposable income = more money spent in 
local businesses = improved local economy.

• Increase in employment and wages = increase in taxes = government has more 
money to develop healthcare, education, access to food. 

• Successful factories = increase in foreign investments who want to open factories 
in Nigeria = more jobs = further economic growth.

Globalisation
The increase in links between countries, made easier by improved 
communications (internet, smart phones) and transport (airplanes, ships).

Transnational
corporations (TNCs)

A company that has offices/factories in several countries. There are around 40 
TNCs in Nigeria, such as KFC, Unilever and Shell Oil. 

Example of TNC in 
Nigeria

Shell Oil is an Anglo-Dutch company with its headquarters in the Netherlands. 
It has been extracting oil from the Niger delta since 1958.

Advantages

• Jobs. Shell provides 65,000 jobs and a further 250,000 jobs in related 
industries (e.g. companies who make parts for the oil rigs)

• People have more money to spend in local shops = boosts local economy. 
• Country earns money from increased exported goods and increased taxes. 
• TNCs often invest in the local infrastructure and education.

Disadvantages

• Working conditions/wages are bad.
• Oil spills = water pollution = reducing crop production and fishing yields.
• Much of the profits generated goes abroad to the country where the TNC 

has their headquarters.
• Oil Theft and sabotage are big problems in the Niger delta.
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Aid in Nigeria

Industrial Growth. More 
specifically……

An increase in factories and industrial 
plants due to industrialisation. As a 
result……

• Water pollution caused by chemical waste from factories in Kaduna, Kano and Lagos. 
• Air pollution caused by factories releasing harmful gases into the atmosphere.

Growth of oil extraction. More 
specifically……

TNCs, such as Shell Oil, drill for oil in the 
Niger Delta. It is Nigeria’s main source of 
income. As a result……

• Oil spills in Niger Delta = fires, air pollution, acid rain, water pollution…etc. For example Bodo Oil Spill (2008-9)
Leaks in a pipeline = 11 million gallons of crude oil to spill over the land. Farmers and fishermen lost their livelihoods. In 
2015 Shell agreed to pay £55 million in compensation to be spent on health clinics and schools.

Urban Growth. More 
specifically…..

Increase of people moving to urban areas
due to growth of secondary industries 
(factories) industrialisation. As a result……

• Not enough houses = squatter settlements are formed. 
• Not enough services or waste disposal = unhygienic rubbish on ground. 
• Not enough roads = traffic congestion and pollution.

Growth of commercial
farming. More specifically……

Large farms are created to grow crops to 
export. This is the main source of 
employment in Nigeria. As a result…..

• 70-80% of Nigeria’s forests have been deforested = many species have disappeared (cheetahs and giraffes and nearly 500 
types of plants)

• Farming has caused land erosion and groundwater pollution due to harmful chemicals leaking into soil and river channels.

Negative environmental impacts of rapid economic development
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To what extent has development in Nigeria improved quality of life?

On the one hand:
Social benefits:

More specifically, the 
HDI shows……

• Better paid jobs in manufacturing and service industries = more 
disposable income = more money spent on schooling, homes, food, 
clothes…etc.

• More taxes = more money spent on services (clean water, sanitation, 
electricity), infrastructure, health care = better transport, longer life 
expectancy, lower death rate…etc.

A steady increase since 2005 and it is expected to continue.
• 2000 Nigeria was among the least developed nations in terms of wealth 

and education, where in 2011, Nigeria had one of the highest HDI 
improvements in the world over the last decade.

On the other hand:
Social issues:

Environmental issues:

60% of Nigerians (100 million)live on less than 1$/day, with limited access 
to clean water, sanitation or reliable electricity.

See above (air and water pollution, deforestation, oil spills…etc.)

Conclusion: 
Overall I believe……

Most importantly……

Additionally……

Although…..

Economic development in Nigeria has benefitted the country. 

The key problems, such as high death rates and a lack of services are being 
improved due to higher wages = higher taxes = more money to spend on 
healthcare and infrastructure. 

Higher wages have meant Nigerians are able to spend more money on 
their children’s education and improve access to food and clean water. 

Over 100 million Nigerians live with limited access to services, without the 
recent investment more people would be suffering today. Having said this 
there is still more work to be done:
Nigeria must have a consistently stable government to increase foreign 

investment. 
Nigeria must gain peace between religious and ethnic groups to avoid conflict 
Nigeria must impose sanctions to avoid future oil spills in the Niger Delta. 

The World Bank Gave $500 million to fund long term business loans in 2014.

Nets for Life Provide education and mosquito nets to help prevent malaria.

UK Provide a health and HIV programmes, providing health education in rural areas. 

USA Provide education and protection against the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Aduwan Centre In 2010, northern Nigeria, ActionAid and the World Bank, built a new health 
clinic. This supported people by:
• Local women were trained to educate mothers about the importance of 

immunising their children against polio and other diseases. Develops skills and 
knowledge, long term, helps important problem, involves local community

• Tests for HIV and immunises children against polio. Helps important problem.

Types of aid • Emergency aid: aid given immediately after a disaster or war (e.g. food, 
shelter, medical supplies)

• Developmental long-term aid: aims at improving quality of life over a longer 
time (e.g. WaterAid, schools, roads, electrical supplies)

Aid can be given 
by….

• Rich individuals, charities and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) (e.g. 
Oxfam, WaterAid)

• Governmental aid from countries (e.g. UK, USA) and International
Organisations (e.g. World Bank, International Development Agency (IDA))

Why does 
Nigeria need 
aid?

• 60% of Nigerians (100 million) live on less than $1/day (£0.63p/day).
• Nigerians live with limited access to clean water, sanitation and electricity.
• Birth rates and infant mortality rates are high and life expectancy is low.

This is due to…  Corruption by individuals or the government = money is diverted by the 
government to other projects (e.g. the military or navy)

 People give aid but insist on where it is spent. This is not always in the 
best interest of the people.

Examples of Aid in Nigeria:
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How has the 
UK’s economy 
changed?

 1700s: 75% primary (farming) before the invention of factories
 Late 18th century: industrialisation resulted in the rise of secondary 

industry (manufacturing 55%).  Largely in the North near coal fields
 1950-70s: de-industrialisation a decline in manufacturing, e.g. 

Heavy industry - Iron and steel and shipbuilding and coal mining
 1970s: A post industrial economy. Most people work in tertiary 

and quaternary sectors, especially in the South and East

Why did de-
industrialization
occur?

Factories closed or moved abroad because:
 Competition as it is cheaper to produce goods abroad e.g. China
 Improved trade links and transport links makes it easy to trade 

between countries so companies are international.
 Improved communications and IT. (The internet) people can store 

information online which can be accessed anywhere in the world 
so offices communicate and share information internationally. 

Primary Extraction of raw materials (agriculture, mining, fishing)

Secondary Manufacturing of raw materials (food processing, clothes, oil refinery)

Tertiary Selling of services and skills (education, health service, transportation)

Quaternary Information and research services (ICT, computing, research, consultancy)

Rural Populations in the UK - 18% of the UK’s population live in rural areas. This is constantly changing. 

Improvements in transport in the UK

ROADS

Positive impact:
Negative impact:

Added 100 new roads and 1300 miles of new lanes They have also created smart
motorways (e.g. M4), which have varying speed limits & extra lanes to reduce congestion
Reduces congestion and reduces journey time for people and business transport 
Encourages people to drive causing more pollution. Extra lanes on motorways are built on 
green land causing loss of habitats.

RAIL
Positive impact:

Negative impact:

Positive impact:
Negative impact:

Electrification of rail lines : e.g. Bristol to London and Manchester to York
It will speed up travel times between major cities for commuters and reduce air pollution 
caused by diesel trains. It will create many construction jobs.
Extremely expensive to upgrade all the lines and trains

High Speed 2: rail line from London to the midlands and north. 
Reduces journey times, helps businesses in the north, reduce congestion on the roads. 
It will cost £100 billion, will cause visual/noise pollution and affect airlines as more people 
use the train. 

AIRPORTS
Positive impact:
Negative impact:

Plans to build a 3rd runway at Heathrow Airport. 
Boost economy by over £200 billion, improve UK’s global links, provide jobs.
It will cost £18.6 billion, cause pollution (air, visual, noise) & villages will be relocated

PORTS

Positive impact:
Negative impact:

Liverpool 2 Deep water Container Port. It can accommodate the largest ships (up to 400m 
long and will be able to deal with 600 000 shipping containers a year
It will employ thousands of people in the port and next door logistics park. 
It will help to reduce the North South divide
It will increase congestion in the surrounding area. 

South 
Cambridgeshire

Negative impact

Rising population due to counter-urbanisation (urban to rural migration), made possible 
by improved transport links so people are able to commute to work on 
London/Cambridge.  Also an increase in retired people looking for better quality of life
Increase in congestion from commuters.  Petrol prices rise due to higher demand.
House prices increase due to higher demand forcing young locals to leave.
Loss of farmland due to new developments. Local shops and bus routes shut as new 
residents shop in supermarkets or travel by car.

Outer Hebrides

Negative impact

Declining population. Their population is 27,400 and has declined by 50% since 1901. Due 
to outward migration as younger people leave to look for better paid jobs and 
entertainment.  Farming and fishing are the only main jobs here.
• Lack of customers so local shops close down. Lack of students means schools close down 

Younger people move away leaving an elderly population with less people to look after 
them.  

How much 
money does the 
tertiary sector 
earn the UK?

• 1948: 46% of the UK’s GDP 
• Today: 79% of the UK’s GDP 

The UK is the 
world’s leading
centre for…

Financial services (finance, insurance). This accounts for 10% of the 
UK’s GDP and employs 2 million people. 

How much does 
the quaternary 
sector earn?

£3 billion each year and employs 60,000 highly qualified people. 

Science Park A site on which high-tech industries carry out scientific research. 

Bristol and Bath 
science park is 
located…

On the outskirts of North West Bristol near the countryside, M4 and 
A4174 ring roads and Bristol Parkway train station. It opened in 2011 
and is home to 40 high tech firms 

Advantages

 Good transport (M4 and rail links to Bath and London)
 Highly skilled graduates from UWE and University of Bristol
 Close to rural open spaces – nice environment for workers
 Edge of city so less traffic congestion for workers and deliveries
 Edge of the city so more space and cheaper land to rent.

Disadvantages
 Traffic can become quite congested on the A4174 ring road
 House prices are becoming expensive in Bristol for workers

The UK’s Tertiary sector

The UK’s Quaternary sector
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EXAMPLE OF A MODERN INDUSTRY: Torr Quarry in the Mendip hills Somerset

There are hundreds of quarries in the UK producing million’s of tonnes of stone for building, roads and construction.  
There are many quarries in Somerset as the limestone found in the area is ideal for construction

How does quarrying harm the environment?

How is Torr quarry more sustainable?

Visual pollution • Quarries create huge holes in the ground in rural areas, spoiling the countryside

Habitat
destruction

• Quarries damage the natural landscape, and also cause noise and air pollution that 
damages habitats and affects local bio-diversity

Noise pollution
• Explosives are used to beak up the rock before it can be transported away.  This frightens 

wildlife and the noise is a real problem for people living nearby.

Air pollution • Dust from explosions travels in the air and covers roads, fields and peoples homes

Transport Heavy lorries damage local roads and exhausts create air pollution

Visual pollution 
and habitat 
destruction

Used parts of the quarry are restored and a lake created with trees and vegetation planting.  
This creates habitats for wildlife and can be used by locals for recreation such as walking and 
water sports

Noise pollution Blasting only takes place between 9 and 5 Monday to Friday when most people are at work

Air pollution
Dust is monitored carefully and water jets used to keep it from spreading into the surrounding 
area

Transport The quarry uses its own local railway station to transport most of the rock rather than lorries

THE NORTH – SOUTH DIVIDE

The cultural and economic differences between the north and south of England.

Examples of 
the north –
south divide

• North: lower standard of living, shorter life expectancy, less jobs, 
lower wages, lower house prices

• South: higher standard of living, longer life expectancy, more jobs, 
higher wages, higher house prices. 

Why does 
the divide 
exist?

• Lack of employment in the north due to de-industrialisation. There 
were more factories and coal fields in the north. When these closed 
down this caused unemployment. 

• More jobs & higher wages in the south due to the creation of a post 
industrial economy. Tertiary jobs, with high wages are in urban 
areas, there are more urban areas in the south with more wealth. 

• Much high tech industry is in the South due to better accessibility

How are 
they 
reducing 
the divide?

• Better transportation to connect north with south and the wider 
world (HS2, new ports, smart motorways) so better transport links 
for businesses which increasing profits for companies in the North

• The Northern Powerhouse strategy, where government encourages 
business to locate in Northern cities like Manchester and Liverpool

• Enterprise Zones are created by Government to attract new 
business to area with little existing business, e.g. financial help with 
factory start up, cheaper business taxes and the addition of high 
speed internet.  This creates jobs in the North.

HOW IS THE UK LINKED WITH THE WIDER WORLD?

Commonwealth

How does this 
link the UK with 
the wider 
world?

The British Empire once covered 1/3rd of the world. During the late 20th

century, most countries gained independence leading to the creation of the 
COMMONWEALTH: a group of 53 countries, including India and Canada.

• Countries meet every 2 years to discuss current issues. 
• The UK trades with other Commonwealth countries. 
• Many people of British descent now live in Australia and Canada.
• The Commonwealth Games is held every 4 years.
• All countries share common values, such as democracy and human rights.

Transport

Communication

• Airports connect the UK with many countries: Canada, USA, South Africa, 
Singapore and India.

• The Channel Tunnel is a railway line that connects the UK & mainland 
Europe.

The internet is the biggest contributor to the UK connecting with other 
countries. It has had a huge impact on businesses and our economy.
 In 2013, on average 183 billion e-mails were sent and received each 

day. This is 2.1 million every second.
 In 2014 90% of people in the UK used the internet, compared to just 

27% in 2000.

European 
Union

How does 
this affect 
the UK?

Trade 
within the 
EU

In 1973 the UK joined the European Union. The EU allows the free movement of people, 
goods and services between the member countries. It is an important trading group with 
a total of 28 countries, such as France, Italy, Spain, Germany and Belgium.  However we 
are now leaving because of BREXIT.

1. Financial support for farmers. In 2015, £18 million of EU money was used to 
support dairy farmers in the UK.

2. Since the early 20th century, 10 Eastern European countries have joined the EU. 
Since, many people from these countries have migrated to the UK looking for 
better paid work.

3. The UK support poorer members by paying more money into the EU.

Most of the UK’s trading partners are within the EU. This is because:
The UK is part of the EU, which encourages trade between EU countries.
EU countries are closer to the UK and therefore it’s easy to transport goods
European countries are wealthy, which means they can afford more expensive 

goods. 

The top countries the UK exports to: USA, Germany, Netherlands, France, Switzerland
The top countries the UK imports from: USA, Germany, Netherlands, France and China.


