
                                                                    

                                                               Programme of Study – History 
How were people ruled? – Students will study how power has been distributed from pre-history to the modern day and evaluate 
change and continuity thereof. 
How did people live? – Students will study how people lived in past societies and compare similarities and difference. 
What did people believe? – Students will study the impact that religion has had on society from pre-history through to the 
modern day 

How do we know about it? – Students will study the three themes above through the interrogation of complex source and 
interpretation work. 

 

                                                             

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Oasis Academy Brislington: Curriculum 

                                                                                                  Year 8  



 

                                                                                                                                Oasis Academy Brislington: Curriculum 

 

Year  8 

Rationale/ 
narrative 

Three of our main themes: ‘How were people ruled?’, ‘How did people live?’ and ‘What did people 
believe?’ are investigated in Year 8 through a broadly chronological study & enquiry-based learning. 
Year 8 begins with a study of the Transatlantic Slave Trade and compares this to the civil rights 
movement in America during the 20th century. All three thematic threads are then interwoven through 
a study of the World Wars and the Holocaust. Students will develop their historical understanding by 
using rigorous source material throughout. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Sumer 1 Summer 2 

Topic How has discrimination 
changed over time? 

How did the 
Industrial Revolution 
change Britain? 

 

How did the Great 
War shape Europe? 

Why was there a 
Second World War? 

How was the 
Holocaust able to 
happen in the 20th 

Century? 

What is the legacy of 
the Second World War? 

Content Why did the Slave Trade 
begin? 
How were Africans brought 
into slavery? 
(Capture/Middle Passage) 
What happened to slaves 
on the plantations? 
Why did slavery end? 
Abolition 
What was Bristol’s role in 
the slave trade? Merchant 
Venturers etc. 
How did Bristol benefit 
from the slave trade? 
Project with Uni of Bristol 

What was life like in 
1750? 
How did the 
Industrial Revolution 
change Britain? 
What was it like to 
work in the Industrial 
Revolution? 
What was the impact 
of the Industrial 
Revolution on Bristol? 
Why did Bristol need 
a bridge? 
What was Brunel’s 
legacy? 

What caused the 
Great War? 
How did the death 
of one man lead to 
Europe at war? 
How were men 
recruited to fight for 
England? 
Why did we fight in 
trenches? 
What was the 
impact of the 
weapons used in 
WWI? 

What happened in 
Europe, after the Great 
War? (TofV) 
What made Hitler so 
determined? (Early 
life) 
How did the Nazis 
begin to get people’s 
attention? 
(Hyperinflation,Munich 
Putsch) 
How did a fire give 
Hitler so much power? 
(Reichstag Fire) 

What was life like for 
Jews in Nazi 
Germany? (ghettos) 
How were Jews 
portrayed in Nazi 
Germany? 
(Propaganda) 
How was the law 
changed to 
discriminate against 
Jews? (Nuremberg, 
confiscation) 
What was the role of 
the Concentration 
Camps? 

Why was there a Second 
World War? 
Was Dunkirk ‘bloody 
marvellous’? 
Why did Operation 
Sealion fail? 
Could Britain ‘keep calm 
and carry on’? 
How did the Blitz 
change England? [Bristol 
link?] 
How did the 
government protect 
people during the Blitz? 
(Evacuation) 

                            



Did ending slavery end 
segregation? 
Segregation/Jim Crow 
How did people protest 
against segregation? Bus 
Boycott (Bristol links) 
How did segregation affect 
children? Little Rock 
What did segregation look 
like around the world? 
Apartheid etc. 
Has discrimination been 
tackled? Modern reflections 

How did different 
people live in the 
Industrial Revolution? 
How was London 
cleaned up? 
How did Jack the 
Ripper get away with 
murder? 

Why were the 
casualties so bad, 
during the Battle of 
the Somme? 
How did WWI come 
to an end? 
What was the 
impact of the war on 
England? 
How did WWI 
change the lives of 
women? 
 
 
 

How did the Nazis 
control Germany? 
(Police State) 
What was it like to live 
in Nazi Germany? 
(Workers) 
How did the lives of 
women change in Nazi 
Germany? 
How were children’s 
lives affected by Nazi 
rule? 
Did everyone like living 
in Nazi Germany? 
 

How were people 
dehumanised within 
concentration 
camps? 
Did all prisoners 
accept their fate? 
Should Reinhold 
Hanning be put on 
trial? 
How is the Holocaust 
remembered? 
Did the Holocaust 
end genocide? 
 

How did Operation 
Overlord help to bring 
about the end of WWII 
(D-Day) 
Why did WWII end? 
How do historians view 
the dropping of the 
Atomic Bombs? 

Assessment Summative assessment: 
 
Explain how African men 
and women were captured 
during the slave trade 
 

Summative 
assessment: 
 
How useful are 
sources A and B for 
an enquiry into the 
suspension bridge? 
 

Summative 
assessment: 
 
Explain why the 
Great War began 

Summative 
assessment: 
 
Explain how the Nazi 
party impacted upon 
the lives of women 

Summative 
assessment: 
 
How useful are 
sources A and B for 
an enquiry into the 
lives of Jews in Nazi 
Germany 

Summative Assessment: 
 
‘Dunkirk was bloody 
marvellous’ How far do 
you agree? 
 

Links: 
 

Knowledge Organisers 
 

Knowledge 
Organisers 
 

Knowledge 
Organisers 
 

Knowledge Organisers 
 

Knowledge 
Organisers 
 

Knowledge Organisers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome to the History Helpdesk. Please follow the link in the solution section below to access the resources. 

The areas for development are: Solution  

 Discrimination and the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 
 

 The Great War and World War Two https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 
 

The Holocaust 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39 
 

 Historical skills https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvvycdm/resources/1 
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