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June 28th 

1914 

 Archduke Franz Ferdinand is assassinated in Sarajevo by the Black 

Hand. Franz was the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne. 

July 28th  

1914 

 Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia in retaliation for the assassi-

nation of Franz Ferdinand. This triggers the chain of alliances that 

begins WWI.  

August 2nd 

1914 

 Germany invades France through Belgium, avoiding most of France’s 

defences. This plan was known as the Schlieffen plan and was de-

signed to defeat France as quickly as possible so that Germany could 

then defend against Russia.  

September 

9th 1914 

 British and French forces halt the German advance on the river 

Marne. The Schlieffen plan fails and both sides decide to  dig trench-

es to defend themselves. The Trenches quickly stretch from the 

North Sea to the Swiss border.  

January 

1915 

 Germany attacks British cities in the air and the war now becomes a 

‘Total War’- a war that affects the entire population.  

April 15th 

1915 

 British and ANZAC (Australia and New Zealand) troops land on the 

Gallipoli peninsula in Turkey. The plan was to attack the Ottoman 

Empire by surprise  and remove one of Germany’s allies. The inva-

sion was a disaster and the plan failed.  

May 7th 

1915 

 German submarine sinks the passenger ship Luistania, Killing 128 

American citizens. This was one of the decisive acts that would bring 

the USA into the War in 1917.  

27th Janu-

ary 1916 

 Britain introduces conscription for all unmarried men aged between 16 and 41. 

Conscription was extended to married men in May. Conscription is when men 

are forced to join the army unless their job is labelled as important to the war 

effort.  
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The Great War 

21st Febru-

ary 1916 

 Battle of Verdun begins. Verdun was a battle started by the Germans 

on a symbolic and important French town. The Germans knew that 

the French would not surrender the town and would lost thousands 

of men trying to defend it.  Over 1,000,000 men die in the 10 month 

battle. 

31st May 

1916 

 Battle of Jutland. British and German navies clash in the North Sea in 

the largest sea battle in history. This was only battle between the 

Dreadnaughts of both navies. The battle is indecisive and the Ger-

man fleet is forced to return to port.  

1st July 

1916 

 Battle of the Somme. British Army launches an attack on the river 

Somme to draw German troops from Verdun. In the first day the 

British suffer 60,000 casualties, the worst day in their history. The 

battle lasts until October with little land taken by the British.  

6th April 

1917 

 USA joins the war on the side of the allies. Germany’s policy of unre-

stricted submarine warfare was crucial in this event. Another  reason 

why the USA joined was the ‘Zimmerman telegram’ where Germany 

tried to get Mexico to attack the USA.  

7th No-

vember 

1917 

 The Bolsheviks overthrow the Russian government and start a com-

munist Revolution. Russia eventually surrenders to Germany and 

withdraws from the war.  

21st March 

1918 

 Germany launches the Spring Offensive or ‘Kaiser’s battle’. This was 

their last attempt to break through the Western Front and win the 

war. The Germans capture hundreds of miles of territory but fail to 

capture Paris.  

August 

1918 

 Battle of Amiens. British troops break through German lines at Ami-

ens using combined arms tactics (tanks, aircraft, artillery and troops 

working together). The Germans begin to retreat back to Germany.  

  Germany signs an armistice with the Allies ending the War. The col-

lapse of the Western Front combined with starvation at home leads 

to the German Army and Navy refusing to fight and the Kaiser abdi-

cating.  



Using This Guide 
1. Black Pen, Red Pen: Study the double page spreads for 4-5 

minutes. Read the content which is linked to the symbols. Then, 

cover the written content and just look at the symbols. How 

much can you write out? Uncover the writing.  


