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November 

11th 1918 

 In the aftermath of the Kiel Mutiny and the abdication of the Kaiser 

the German Empire signs an armistice with the allies, ending WWI. 

Millions of  people in Germany are starving and the German army 

has been defeated. 

June 28th 

1919 

 The Weimar Republic signs the Treaty of Versailles with the Allies. 

The German military is severely weakened, Germany loses vast 

amounts of land,  Germany is forced to pay £6.6 billion in repara-

tions and has to take blame for the war.  The treaty causes great an-

ger in Germany and hatred towards the politicians that signs it.  

July 29th  

1921 

 Adolf Hitler becomes the leader of the German Workers Party.  Hitler 

was sent to spy on political parties by the new government. When 

he spied on the German Workers Party he found that he agreed with 

their views and decided to join them. The party was still unpopular.  

Summer 

1923 

 After the French invasion of  the Ruhr, Germany enters a crisis called 

‘Hyperinflation’ when money became worthless. Millions lived in 

poverty and the government looked weak. Anger against the Wei-

mer Republic grew.  

November 

8th 

 1923 

 Hitler and the Nazis try to take over Germy in an event known as the 

Munich Putsch. The Putsch failed when the Nazis came up against 

the local police and the army. After a short gunfight Hitler and the 

Nazis flee. Hitler is arrested and jailed for treason.  

December  

20th 

1924 

 Hitler is released from prison after serving only 9 months. In prison 

he wrote his famous book called ‘Mein Kampf’ (my struggle) which 

contains all of his ideas. When he is released he released that he 

would not be able to take over Germany by force and would have to 

get elected like a normal politician.  

October 

1929 

 The Wall Street Crash occurs in the USA and begins a worldwide 

Great Depression. Germany is badly affected. 6 million Germans be-

come unemployed and the government is unable to fix it. Support 

for the Nazis increases, Hitler starts to get more votes.  

January  

30th 1933 

 After the November 1932 elections the Nazis are the most popular party in Ger-

many. President Hindenburg has little choice but to appoint Hitler as Chancel-

lor, the leader of the government. Hitler now tries to tighten his grip on power 

and become a dictator 
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February 

27th 

1933 

 The German parliament the Reichstag is set on fire by a Communist. 

Hitler uses this as an excuse to introduce a new law in March called 

the Enabling Act which gives Hitler dictators powers to deal with the 

imaginary threat.  Germany is now a Dictatorship under the control 

of Hitler and the Nazis.  

February 

1935 

 Abyssinian Crisis: Italian dictator Mussolini wishes to invade Abyssin-

ia (Ethiopia) in order to increase the Italian Empire. Abyssinia goes to 

the League of Nations for help to stop it but the League fails to act. 

This failure is a sign to Hitler that the League cannot stop aggression. 

March 7th 

1936 

 Hitler orders German troops into the Rhineland, the area of Germa-

ny bordering France. Germany was not allowed to do this because of 

the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler was nervous as his army was still very 

weak but the allies did not stop him.  

March 

12th 

 Hitler orders Nazi troops into Austria to support a vote on Austria 

coming under German control, this was known as the Anschluss. 

Britain was reluctant to stop this because many Austrians wanted it 

to happen. 

October 

1938 

 Sudetenland Crisis. Germany wished to take over an area of Czecho-

slovakia called the Sudetenland where many Germans live. The allies 

force Czechoslovakia to agree in order to stop war breaking out. 

Czechoslovakia is left alone against Germany. 

March 

15th 

 Hitler orders German troops into the rest of Czechoslovakia. It is 

clear that the allies are not prepared to go to war over Czechoslo-

vakia and there is no opposition. The allies want this to be the final 

straw and tell Hitler that there will be war if he attacks Poland.  

September 

1st 1939 

 Hitler orders German troops to invade Poland after an agreement 

not to go to war with the USSR. Britain and France order Germany to 

withdraw or they will declare war. On 3rd September the Germans 

do not withdraw and the allies declare war.  



Using This Guide 
1. Black Pen, Red Pen: Study the double page spreads for 4-5 

minutes. Read the content which is linked to the symbols. Then, 

cover the written content and just look at the symbols. How 

much can you write out? Uncover the writing.  


