
Year 10 book recommendations: 
The hate u give  by Angie Thomas 

 Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood 

where she was born and raised and her posh high school in the 

suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is 

the only witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, 

Khalil, by a police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her 

community. It could also get her killed. Inspired by the Black Lives 

Matter movement, this is a powerful and gripping YA novel about one 

girl's struggle for justice.  

Tomorrow when the war began by John Marsden 

Seventeen-year-old Ellie Linton wants one final adventure with her 

friends before the school holidays are over. Packed in Ellie's parents' 

land rover they drive to the famously isolated rock pool Eden dubbed 

'Hell' by the locals. 

Returning to their home town of Wirrawee, the seven teenagers 

realize that something is seriously wrong. Power to the houses has 

been cut, pets and livestock have been left dead or dying, and most 

alarmingly of all, everyone's family has vanished. 

When the hostile armed forces discover that the teenagers are lying 

low in the vicinity, Ellie and her friends must band together to escape, 

outwit and strike back against the mysterious enemy that has seized 

control of their town and imprisoned their friends and loved ones...  

They both die at the end by Adam Silvera 

On September 5th, a little after midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo 

Torrez and Rufus Emeterio to give them some bad news: they’re going 

to die today. Mateo and Rufus are total strangers, but, for different 

reasons, they’re both looking to make a new friend on their End Day. 

The good news: there’s an app for that. It’s called the Last Friend, and 

through it, Rufus and Mateo are about to meet up for one last great 

adventure - to live a lifetime in a single day.  



The Maze Runner by James Dashner 

When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing Thomas 

remembers is his first name. But he's not alone. 

He's surrounded by boys who welcome him to the Glade – a walled 

encampment at the centre of a bizarre and terrible stone maze. Like 

Thomas, the Gladers don't know why or how they came to be there – 

or what's happened to the world outside. 

All they know is that every morning when the walls slide back, they 

will risk everything – even the Grievers, half-machine, half-animal 

horror that patrol its corridors, to try and find out ... 

The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta 

Michael waits in the stage wings, wearing a pink wig, pink fluffy coat 

and black heels. 

 

One more step will see him illuminated by spotlight. 

 

He has been on a journey of bravery to get here, and he is almost 

ready to show himself to the world in bold colours ... 

 

Can he emerge as The Black Flamingo?  

Moonrise by Sarah Crossan 

They think I hurt someone. 

But I didn't. You hear? 

Cos people are gonna be telling you 

all kinds of lies. 

I need you to know the truth. 

 

Joe hasn't seen his brother for ten years, and it's for the most brutal 

of reasons. Ed is on death row. 

 

But now Ed's execution date has been set, and Joe is determined to 

spend those last weeks with him, no matter what other people 

think ... 



Gone by Michael Grant 

In the blink of an eye, everyone disappears. Gone. Except for the 
young. There are teens, but not one single adult. Just as suddenly, 
there are no phones, no internet, no television. No way to get help. 
And no way to figure out what's happened. 

Hunger threatens. Bullies rule. A sinister creature lurks. Animals are 
mutating. And the teens themselves are changing, developing new 
talents—unimaginable, dangerous, deadly powers—that grow 
stronger by the day. 

Turtles all the way down by John Green 

'Our hearts were broken in the same places. That's something like 

love, but maybe not quite the thing itself' 

Aza's life is filled with complications. 

Living with anxiety and OCD is enough but when Daisy, her Best and 

Most Fearless Friend, brings her on a mission to find a fugitive 

billionaire things are about to get even more complicated. 

To find Russell Pickett, Aza must enter the world of his geeky, but 

maybe kind-of-cute son, Davis. 

Heartstopper by Alice Oseman 

Charlie and Nick are at the same school, but they've never met ... until 

one day when they're made to sit together. They quickly become 

friends, and soon Charlie is falling hard for Nick, even though he 

doesn't think he has a chance. 

 

But love works in surprising ways, and Nick is more interested in 

Charlie than either of them realised. 


