
Year 8 book recommendations: 
The Escape by Robert Muchamore 

Hitler's army is advancing towards Paris, and millions of French 

civilians are on the run. 

Amidst the chaos, two British children are being hunted by German 

agents. 

British spy Charles Henderson tries to reach them first, but he can 

only do it with the help of a twelve-year-old French orphan. 

The British secret service is about to discover that kids working 

undercover will help to win the war. 

For official purposes, these children do not exist.  

A secret of birds and bone by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

In an Italian city ravaged by plague, Sofia's mother carves beautiful 

mementoes from the bones of loved ones. But one day, she doesn't 

return home. Did her work lead her into danger? Sofia and her little 

brother Ermin are sent to the convent orphanage but soon escape, 

led by an enigmatic new friend and their pet crow, Corvith. 

 

Together they cross the city underground, following clues in bones up 

to the towers of Siena, where - circled by magpies - the children find 

the terrible truth ... 

My brother’s name is Jessica by John Boyne 

Sam has known his sister Jessica all his life. Tonight is the first time 

they're going to meet. 

 

Sam Waver has always been a loner: bullied, struggling at school, with 

parents who have very little time for him. The one person he has 

always been able to rely on is his beloved older sibling - but when 

they announce that they are transitioning, Sam's life is thrown upside 

down. He's convinced nothing will ever be the same again - but as 

Sam is about to discover, nothing is more constant than love. 



Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy 

She’s twelve. He’s dead. But together they’re going to save the world. 

Hopefully. 

Stephanie’s uncle Gordon is a writer of horror fiction. But when he 

dies and leaves her his estate, Stephanie learns that while he may 

have written horror it certainly wasn’t fiction. Pursued by evil forces, 

Stephanie finds help from an unusual source – the wisecracking 

skeleton of a dead sorcerer… 

The curious incident of the dog in the night-time by Mark Haddon 

Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger's Syndrome. He knows a very 

great deal about maths and very little about human beings. He loves 

lists, patterns and the truth. He hates the colours yellow and brown 

and being touched. He has never gone further than the end of the 

road on his own, but when he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he 

sets out on a terrifying journey which will turn his whole world upside 

down.  

The Bone Sparrow by Zana Fraillon 

Born in a refugee camp, all Subhi knows of the world is that he's at 

least 19 fence diamonds high, the nice Jackets never stay long, and at 

night he dreams that the sea finds its way to his tent, bringing with it 

unusual treasures. And one day it brings him Jimmie. 

Carrying a notebook that she's unable to read and wearing a sparrow 

made out of bone around her neck - both talismans of her family's 

past and the mother she's lost - Jimmie strikes up an unlikely 

friendship with Subhi beyond the fence. 

As he reads aloud the tale of how Jimmie's family came to be, both 

children discover the importance of their own stories in writing their 

futures.  



Ender’s game by Orson Scott Card 

 An alien threat is on the horizon, ready to strike. And if humanity is to 
be defended, the government must create the greatest military 
commander in history. 
 
The brilliant young Ender Wiggin is their last hope. But first he must 
survive the rigours of a brutal military training program - to prove that 
he can be the leader of all leaders. 
 
A saviour for mankind must be produced, through whatever means 
possible. But are they creating a hero or a monster?  

13 treasures by Michelle Harrison 

While visiting her grandmother's house, an old photograph 

leads Tanya to an unsolved mystery. Fifty years ago a girl vanished in 

the woods nearby – a girl Tanya's grandmother will not speak of. 

 

Fabian, the caretaker's son, is tormented by the girl's disappearance. 

His grandfather was the last person to see her alive, and has lived 

Miss Peregrine’s home for peculiar children by Ransom Riggs 

A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of 

very curious photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss 

Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable novel that 

mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading experience. As our 

story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob 

journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he 

discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar 

Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it 

becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They 

may have been dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a 

deserted island for good reason. And somehow-impossible though it 

seems-they may still be alive.  


