
Year 9 book recommendations: 
Noughts & Crosses by Malorie Blackman 

Sephy is a Cross: she lives a life of privilege and power. But she's 

lonely, and burns with injustice at the world she sees around her. 

 

Callum is a nought: he's considered to be less than nothing - a 

blanker, there to serve Crosses - but he dreams of a better life. 

 

They've been friends since they were children, and they both know 

that's as far as it can ever go. Noughts and Crosses are fated to be 

bitter enemies - love is out of the question. 

The complete MAUS by Art Spiegelman 

Maus tells the story of Vladek Spiegelman, a Jewish survivor of Hitler's 

Europe, and his son, a cartoonist coming to terms with his father's 

story. Approaching the unspeakable through the diminutive (the Nazis 

are cats, the Jews mice), Vladek's harrowing story of survival is woven 

into the author's account of his tortured relationship with his aging 

father. 

Against the backdrop of guilt brought by survival, they stage a normal 

life of small arguments and unhappy visits, studying the bloody 

pawprints of history and tracking its meaning for those who come 

next.  

Carry on by Rainbow Rowell 

Simon Snow just wants to relax and savour his last year at the 

Watford School of Magicks, but no one will let him. His girlfriend 

broke up with him, his best friend is a pest and his mentor keeps 

trying to hide him away in the mountains where maybe he'll be safe. 

Simon can't even enjoy the fact that his room-mate and longtime 

nemesis is missing, because he can't stop worrying about the evil git. 

Plus there are ghosts. And vampires. And actual evil things trying to 

shut Simon down. When you're the most powerful magician the world 

has ever known, you never get to relax and savour anything.  



The knife of never letting go by Patrick Ness 

Prentisstown isn’t like other towns. Everyone can hear everyone 

else’s thoughts in a constant, overwhelming Noise. There is no 

privacy. There are no secrets.  

Then Todd Hewitt unexpectedly stumbles on a spot of complete 

silence. Which is impossible. And now he’s going to have to run…  

Run rebel by Manjeet Mann 

I am restless, my feet need to fly. 

 

Amber is trapped - by her father's rules, by his expectations, by her 

own fears. 

 

Now she's ready to fight - for her mother, for her sister, for herself. 

 

Freedom always comes at a price.  

Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 

They killed my mother. 

They took our magic. 

They tried to bury us. 

Now we rise. 

Zélie remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. When 

different clans ruled – Burners igniting flames, Tiders beckoning 

waves, and Zélie’s Reaper mother summoning forth souls. 

But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the 

orders of a ruthless king, anyone with powers was targeted and killed, 

leaving Zélie without a mother and her people without hope. Only a 

few people remain with the power to use magic, and they must 

remain hidden. 



Deeplight by Frances Hardinge 

 The gods of the Myriad were as real as the coastlines and currents, 
and as merciless as the winds and whirlpools. Now the gods are dead, 
but their remains are stirring beneath the waves . . . 
 
On the streets of the Island of Lady's Crave live 14-year-old urchins 
Hark and his best friend Jelt. They are scavengers: diving for relics of 
the gods, desperate for anything they can sell. But there is something 
dangerous in the deep waters of the undersea, calling to someone 
brave enough to retrieve it. 

Simon vs the homosapiens agenda by Becky Albertalli  

Straight people should have to come out too. And the more awkward 

it is, the better. 

Simon Spier is sixteen and trying to work out who he is - and what 

he's looking for. 

But when one of his emails to the very distracting Blue falls into the 

wrong hands, things get all kinds of complicated. 

Because, for Simon, falling for Blue is a big deal … 

 

It's a holy freaking huge awesome deal. 

Otherworld by Jason Segel and Kirsten Miller 

Welcome to real life 2.0. Are you ready to play? 

There are no screens. There are no controls. You don’t just see and 

hear it – you taste, smell, and touch it too. In this new reality there 

are no rules to follow, no laws to break. You can live your best life. 

    

It’s a game so addictive you’ll never want it to end. Until you realize 

that you’re the one being played. 

Step into Otherworld. Leave your body behind. 


