
Endeavouring to ensure that all students become confident, fluent and joyful 
readers! 

 

Year 11 Reading for Pleasure List: 

 

Thirty-six-year-old Londoner Will loves his life. 
Living carefree off the royalties of his dad's 
Christmas song, he's rich, unattached and has 
zero responsibilities - just the way he likes it. But 
when Will meets Marcus, an awkward twelve-
year-old who listens to Joni Mitchell and 
accidentally kills ducks with loaves of bread, an 
unlikely friendship starts to bloom. Can this odd 
duo teach each another how to finally act their 
age? 
 
 
 
 

 

It’s 1972. Meena is nine years old and lives in 
the village of Tollington, ‘the jewel of the Black 
Country’. She is the daughter of Indian parents 
who have come to England to give her a better 
life. As one of the few Punjabi inhabitants of her 
village, her daily struggle for independence is 
different from most. She wants fishfingers and 
chips, not chapati and dhal; she wants an 
English Christmas, not the usual interminable 
Punjabi festivities – but more than anything, she 
wants to roam the backyards of working-class 
Tollington with feisty Anita Rutter and her gang. 
 

 

After the tragic sinking of a cargo ship, a solitary 
lifeboat remains bobbing on the wild, blue 
Pacific. The only survivors from the wreck are a 
sixteen-year-old boy named Pi, a hyena, a zebra 
(with a broken leg), a female orang-utan - and a 
450-pound Royal Bengal tiger. The scene is set 
for one of the most extraordinary and best-
loved works of fiction in recent years. 
 
 



            
 

 

 

Drifters in search of work, George and his 
childlike friend Lennie, have nothing in the 
world except the clothes on their back - and a 
dream that one day they will have some land of 
their own. Eventually they find work on a ranch 
in California's Salinas Valley, but their hopes are 
dashed as Lennie - struggling against extreme 
cruelty, misunderstanding and feelings of 
jealousy - becomes a victim of his own strength. 
Tackling universal themes of friendship and 
shared vision, and giving a voice to America's 
lonely and dispossessed, Of Mice and Men 
remains Steinbeck's most popular work, 
achieving success as a novel, Broadway play and 
three acclaimed films. 
 

 


