
           Endeavouring to ensure that all students become confident, fluent and 
joyful readers! 

 

 

Year 7 Reading for Pleasure List: 

 

Following Sterling's spectacularly successful 
launch of its children's classic novels 
(240,000 books in print to date),comes a 
dazzling new series: Classic Starts. The 
stories are abridged; the quality is complete. 
From Icarus's legendary flight to Orpheus's 
trip to the underworld, this stunning edition 
brings to life 15 classic Greek myths. Easy to 
read and beautifully illustrated, it includes 
Heracles' mighty tasks, Pandora's box, King 
Midas's golden touch and more! 
 
 

 

Mr Hoppy really loves his neighbour Mrs 
Silver, and Mrs Silver really loves her 
tortoise, Alfie. One day Mrs Silver asks Mr 
Hoppy how to make Alfie grow, and 
suddenly Mr Hoppy knows the way to win 
her heart. With the help of a magical spell 
and some cabbage leaves, can Mr Hoppy be 
happy at last? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Following Sterling's spectacularly successful 
launch of its children's classic novels 
(240,000 books in print to date),comes a 
dazzling new series: Classic Starts. The 
stories are abridged; the quality is complete. 
Once upon a time… there were two 
brothers, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, who 
gave the world some of the best-loved fairy 
tales ever written. From “Cinderella” and 
“Rumpelstiltskin” to “Snow White” and “The 
Brave Little Tailor,” this charming anthology 
offers young readers a wonderful 
introduction to 12 of the Grimms' most 
popular stories. 
 



 

Danny lives in a caravan with his father, the 
most marvellous and exciting father any boy 
ever had. 
All the land around them belongs to Mr 
Victor Hazell, a rich snob with a great 
glistening beery face and tiny piggy 
eyes. Nobody likes him, not one-little bit. So 
one day, Danny and his father concoct a 
daring plot that will give the old blue-faced 
baboon Victor Hazell the greatest shock of 
his life - so long as they don't get caught ... 
 
 
 

 

WARNING: DO NOT try to make George's 
Marvellous Medicine yourselves at home. It 
could be dangerous... 
George Kranky's Grandma is a miserable 
grouch. George really hates that horrid old 
witchy woman. One Saturday morning, 
George is in charge of giving Grandma her 
medicine. So-ho! Ah-ha! Ho-hum! George 
knows exactly what to do. A magic medicine 
it will be! One that will either cure her 
completely of her horrible grouchiness . . . 
or blow off the top of her head! 
 
 

 

As a boy, all sorts of unusual things 
happened to Roald Dahl. There was the time 
he and four school friends got their revenge 
on beastly Mrs Prachett in her sweet shop. 
There are stories of holidays in fishing boats, 
African adventures and the days of tasting 
chocolate for Cadbury's. 
You'll hear tales of horrible school bullies 
and the motor-car accident when Roald's 
nose was nearly sliced clean off . . . Roald 
Dahl vividly shares his memories; some are 
funny. Some are painful. Some are 
unpleasant. All are true. 



 

Following Sterling's spectacularly successful 
launch of its children's classic novels 
(240,000 books in print to date),comes a 
dazzling new series: Classic Starts. The 
stories are abridged; the quality is complete. 
Louisa May Alcott's classic novel, set during 
the Civil War, has always captivated even 
the most reluctant readers. Little girls, 
especially, love following the adventures of 
the four March sisters--Meg, Beth, Amy, and 
most of all, the tomboy Jo--as they 
experience the joys and disappointments, 
tragedies and triumphs, of growing up. This 
simpler version captures all the charm and 
warmth of the original. 
 

 

Abomination Martha is twelve - and very 
different from other kids, because of her 
parents. Strict members of a religious group 
- the Brethren - their rules dominate 
Martha's life. And one rule is the most 
important of all: she must never ever invite 
anyone home. But as Martha makes her first 
real friend in Scott, a new boy at school, she 
begins to wonder. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nine-year-old Bruno knows nothing of the 
Final Solution and the Holocaust. He is 
oblivious to the appalling cruelties being 
inflicted on the people of Europe by his 
country. All he knows is that he has been 
moved from a comfortable home in Berlin to 
a house in a desolate area where there is 
nothing to do and no one to play with. Until 
he meets Shmuel, a boy who lives a strange 
parallel existence on the other side of the 
adjoining wire fence and who, like the other 
people there, wears a uniform of striped 
pyjamas. Bruno's friendship with Shmuel will 
take him from innocence to revelation. And 
in exploring what he is unwittingly a part of, 
he will inevitably become subsumed by the 
terrible process. 



 

Peter Fortune is a boy who likes to 
daydream. He dreams about swapping 
bodies with his cat and with his baby cousin, 
but he gets so lost he’s unsure where one 
fantasy finishes and the next begins. 
Cartwheeling through these 
transformations, Peter eventually finds 
himself in an adult body experiencing the 
adventure of falling in love. 
 
 
 
 

 

Twelve-year-old Karana escapes death at 
the hands of treacherous hunters, only to 
find herself totally alone on a harsh desolate 
island. How she survives in the face of all 
sorts of dangers makes gripping and 
inspiring reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Faith's father has been found dead under 
mysterious circumstances, and as she is 
searching through his belongings for clues 
she discovers a strange tree. The tree only 
grows healthy and bears fruit if you whisper 
a lie to it. The fruit of the tree, when eaten, 
will deliver a hidden truth to the person who 
consumes it. The bigger the lie, the more 
people who believe it, the bigger the truth 
that is uncovered. The girl realizes that she 
is good at lying and that the tree might hold 
the key to her father's murder, so she begins 
to spread untruths far and wide across her 
small island community. But as her tales 
spiral out of control, she discovers that 
where lies seduce, truths shatter. 
 



 

Acclaimed performance poet and novelist 
Benjamin Zephaniah's honest, wry and 
poignant story of a young refugee left in 
London is of even more power and 
pertinence today  than when it was first 
published. Life is not safe for Alem. His 
father is Ethiopian, his mother Eritrean. 
Their countries are at war, and Alem is 
welcome in neither place 
 
 
 
 

 

On an ordinary summer's afternoon, Alice 
tumbles down a hole and an extraordinary 
adventure begins. In a strange world with 
even stranger characters, she meets a 
grinning cat and a rabbit with a pocket 
watch, joins a Mad Hatter's Tea Party, and 
plays croquet with the Queen! Lost in this 
fantasy land, Alice finds herself growing 
more and more curious by the minute . . . 
 

 


