Endeavouring to ensure that all students become confident, fluent and
joyful readers!

Year 8 Reading for Pleasure List:

Following Sterling's spectacularly
successful launch of its children's classic
novels (240,000 books in print to
date),comes a dazzling new series: Classic
Starts. The stories are abridged; the quality
is complete.
Homers The Iliad is the perfect way for
young readers to become familiar with the
epic tale of the Trojan War. Rewritten for
third and fourth graders who can’t quite
tackle the original and older children at
lower reading levels, this high interest/low
vocabulary volume is truly the ultimate
adventure story.
Following Sterling's spectacularly
successful launch of its children's classic
novels (240,000 books in print to
date),comes a dazzling new series: Classic
Starts. The stories are abridged; the quality
is complete.
While going through the possessions of a
deceased guest who owed them money,
the mistress of the inn and her son find a
treasure map that leads to a pirate fortune
as well as great danger.

This is the story of a little girl named Fern
who loved a little pig named Wilbur and of
Wilbur's dear friend, Charlotte A. Cavatica,
a beautiful large grey spider. With the
unlikely help of Templeton the rat, and a
wonderfully clever plan of her own,
Charlotte saves the life of Wilbur, who by
this time has grown up to be quite a pig.
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Barney is a solitary little boy, given to
wandering off by himself. One day he is
lying on the edge of a disused chalk-pit
when it gives way and he lands in a sort of
cave. Here he meets 'somebody with a lot
of shaggy hair and two bright black eyes'
wearing a rabbit skin and speaking in
grunts. He names him Stig. Of course,
nobody believes Barney when he tells his
family all about Stig, but for Barney caveman Stig is totally real. They become great
friends, learning each other’s ways and
embarking on a series of unforgettable
adventures.
A brave beautifully told story of an AfroAmerican teen dealing with colourism,
racism and bullying - but given hope by the
power of an inspirational and kind teacher.
Maleeka suffers every day from the taunts
of the other kids in her class. If they're not
getting at her about her homemade
clothes or her good grades, it's about
her dark, black skin.
When a new teacher, whose face is
blotched with a startling white patch, starts
at their school, Maleeka can see there is
bound to be trouble for her too. But the
new teacher's attitude surprises
Maleeka. Miss Saunders loves the skin
she's in. Can Maleeka learn to do the
same?
Glasgow is a divided city. Catholics and
Protestants; Celtic and Rangers. Stumble
down the wrong street at night, and you
might not find your way home again.
Joe and Graham should never have
become friends, but football brings them
together. They don't want to get involved
in the conflict and rivalry. They just want to
talk, play, live and breathe the beautiful
game. But the Orange Walks are beginning
– the annual marches that bring the city's
tensions to the surface. And Joe and
Graham have to decide where their
loyalties lie.
A powerful, gripping
story about friendship, prejudice and

Endeavouring to ensure that all students become confident, fluent and
joyful readers!
tolerance from multi-awardwinning author Theresa Breslin.
A wickedly funny story by the number one
bestselling author Anthony Horowitz. Sent
to Groosham Grange as a last resort by his
parents, David Eliot quickly discovers that
his new school is a very weird place indeed.
New pupils are made to sign their names in
blood; the French teacher disappears every
full moon; the assistant headmaster keeps
something very chilling in his room...
What's the meaning of the black rings
everyone wears? Where do the other
pupils vanish to at night? Most important
of all, how on earth can David get away –
alive?

In the wickedly funny sequel to Groosham
Grange by bestselling author Anthony
Horowitz, someone is trying to destroy
David Eliot's school. A year ago, he'd have
been happy to see the end of Groosham
Grange and its ghoulish teachers. Now,
he's on course to win the Unholy Grail, a
cup of magical power presented to the star
pupil. But a series of suspicious mishaps
sees the gap between David and new boy
Vincent King narrow alarmingly. Someone,
it seems, is trying to stop David winning –
and, worse, threatening Groosham Grange
itself!

Nathan Field, a talented young actor,
arrives at the newly rebuilt Globe Theatre
in London to play Puck in A Midsummer
Night's Dream. As rehearsals begin, eerie
echoes of the past begin to haunt Nat, and
he falls sick with a mysterious sickness.
When he wakes, Nat finds himself in 1599,
an actor at the original Globe - and his costar is none other than the King of Shadows
himself: William Shakespeare. Nat's new
life is full of excitement, danger and the
passionate friendship that he has longed
for since the tragic death of his parents.
But why has he been sent to the past - and
is he trapped there forever?
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Conor has the same dream every night,
ever since his mother first fell ill, ever since
she started the treatments that don't quite
seem to be working. But tonight is
different. Tonight, when he wakes, there's
a visitor at his window. It's ancient,
elemental, a force of nature. And it wants
the most dangerous thing of all from
Conor. It wants the truth. Patrick Ness
takes the final idea of the late, awardwinning writer Siobhan Dowd and weaves
an extraordinary and heart-breaking tale of
mischief, healing and above all, the
courage it takes to survive.
It is wartime and Carrie and her little
brother Nick have been evacuated from
their London home to the Welsh hills. In an
unfamiliar place, among strangers, the
children feel alone and find little comfort
with the family they are billeted with: Mr
Evans, a bullying shopkeeper and Auntie
Lou, his kind but timid sister. When Carrie
and Nick visit Albert, another evacuee, they
are welcomed into Hepzibah Green's warm
kitchen. Hepzibah is rumoured to be a
witch, but her cooking is delicious, her
stories are enthralling and the children
cannot keep away. With Albert, Hepzibah
and Mister Johnny, they begin to settle into
their new surroundings. But before long,
their loyalties are tested: will they be
persuaded to betray their new friends?

One of the most famous children’s stories
of all time, The Jungle Book is a collection
of stories written by Rudyard Kipling.
Kipling leads readers on a thrilling tale of
courage, survival, and friendship that has
been cherished for over 100 years. Set in
the Jungles of India, Mowgli is a young
orphaned boy who is raised by wolves, and
given the nickname ‘Man-cub’. Friends
Baloo the Bear and Bagheera the Black
Panther teach young Mowgli the important
laws of the jungle and provide him with the
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tools needed to defeat the evil Tiger Sheerkhan.
The original - When a mysterious sailor dies
in sinister circumstances at the Admiral
Benbow inn, young Jim Hawkins stumbles
across a treasure map among the dead
man's possessions. But Jim soon becomes
only too aware that he is not the only one
who knows of the map's existence, and his
bravery and cunning are tested to the full
when, with his friends Squire Trelawney
and Dr Livesey, he sets sail in
the Hispaniola to track down the treasure.

One Christmas Eve he is visited by the
ghost of his former business partner Jacob
Marley and the spirits of Christmas Past,
Present and Yet to Come and given a
glimpse of the many homes and lives which
Scrooge has touched in his wretched life to
date. After their visits, Scrooge is
transformed into a kinder, gentler man.
When Charles Dickens wrote A Christmas
Carol in 1843 he fashioned an enduring gift
to the world, capturing the essence of the
love, kindness and generosity of the
Christmas season. It is a timeless classic
and the story's uplifting magic remains as
potent today as when it was first
published.

