
Endeavouring to ensure that all students become confident, fluent and joyful 
readers! 

 

Year 9 Reading for Pleasure List: 

 

Following Sterling's spectacularly successful 
launch of its children's classic novels (240,000 
books in print to date),comes a dazzling new 
series: Classic Starts. The stories are abridged; 
the quality is complete. 
Through the eyes of Lemuel Gulliver, Swift’s 
unforgettable satire takes readers into worlds 
formerly unimagined. With Classic Starts TM, 
young readers can experience the wonder of 
timeless stories from an early age. Abridged for 
easier reading and carefully rewritten, each 
classic novel is filled with all the magic and 
excitement that made the original story a 
beloved favourite. 
 
 

 

Following Sterling's spectacularly successful 
launch of its children's classic novels (240,000 
books in print to date),comes a dazzling new 
series: Classic Starts. The stories are abridged; 
the quality is complete. 
Dracula, that compelling creature of the night, 
continues his neck-biting ways in a version of 
the novel that children will devour. Moving from 
Transylvania to London, the timeless vampire 
serves up thrills and chills as he imprisons and 
terrorizes the innocent Jonathan Harker, and 
then goes after his fiancée, Mina, and her friend 
Lucy. From creepy, insect-eating Renfield to Dr. 
Van Helsing who valiantly fights Dracula’s evil 
the characters and drama are spellbinding. 
 
 

 

The first book in the number one bestselling 
Alex Rider series. In the first book in the number 
one bestselling Alex Rider series by Anthony 
Horowitz, fourteen-year-old Alex is forcibly 
recruited into MI6. Armed with secret gadgets, 
he is sent to investigate Herod Sayle, a man who 
is offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker 
computers to every school in the country. But 
the teenage spy soon finds himself in mortal 
danger. 
 



            
 

 

 

A tense thriller plot is combined with a 
perceptive and harrowing portrait of life on the 
streets as a serial killer preys on the young and 
vulnerable homeless. Link, aged 17, is distrustful 
of people until he pairs up with Deb, another 
homeless youngster. But what Deb doesn't tell 
him is that she's an ambitious young journalist 
on a self-imposed assignment to track down the 
killer and she's prepared to use herself as bait. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Johnny recounts tales from the 1940s and 50s 
of exploding fireworks, daring rescues from 
Lancaster Canal and battles with the Moorlands 
Mob. Then there’s the story of The Great 
Robbery and the Zulu warriors, which ended up 
with a motley collection of Primrose rogues 
being fined for theft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Three men trek to the remote African interior in 
search of a lost friend - and reach, at the end of 
a perilous journey, an unknown land cut off 
from the world, where terrible dangers threaten 
anyone who ventures near the spectacular 
diamond mines of King Solomon... 



            
 

 

 

Sephy is a Cross - a member of the dark-skinned 
ruling class. Callum is a nought - a 'colourless' 
member of the underclass who were once 
slaves to the Crosses. The two have been friends 
since early childhood. But that's as far as it can 
go. Until the first steps are taken towards more 
social equality and a limited number of Noughts 
are allowed into Cross schools...Against a 
background of prejudice and distrust, intensely 
highlighted by violent terrorist activity by 
Noughts, a romance builds between Sephy and 
Callum - a romance that is to lead both of them 
into terrible danger. 
 

 

In heaven, Susie Salmon can have whatever she 
wishes for - except what she most wants, which 
is to be back with the people she loved on earth. 
In the wake of her murder, Susie watches as her 
happy suburban family is torn apart by grief; as 
her friends grow up, fall in love, and do all the 
things she never had the chance to do herself. 
But as Susie will come to realize, even in death, 
life is not quite out of reach . . . 
 
 
 
 

 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He 
does ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing 
on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But 
ordinary kids don't make other ordinary kids run 
away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids 
aren't stared at wherever they go. Born with a 
terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been 
home-schooled by his parents his whole life. 
Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real 
school - and he's dreading it. All he wants is to 
be accepted - but can he convince his new 
classmates that he's just like them, underneath 
it all? 
 



            
 

 

 

Told over the course of the ten rounds of his 
first fight, this is the story of amateur boxer 
Sunny. A seventeen year old feeling isolated and 
disconnected in the city he's just moved to, 
Sunny joins a boxing club to learn to protect 
himself after a racist attack. He finds the 
community he's been desperately seeking at the 
club, and a mentor in trainer Shobu, who helps 
him find his place in the world. But racial 
tensions are rising in the city, and when a Far 
Right march through Bristol turns violent, Sunny 
is faced with losing his new best friend Keir to 
radicalisation. 
 

 


