
Time 
Signature

Simple (4/4) Compound (6/8)

2/4 9/8

• How many beats in a 
bar

• Are they divided into 2 
or 3

3/4

• Simple time signatures are divided 
into 2. The common way to 
organize the beats is 4 crotchet 
beats in a bar.

Compound time signatures are 
divided into 3. A 6/8 time signature 
has 6 quaver notes in a bar. These 
can be divided into two lots of 3.

• 2/4 consists of 2 crotchet beats in 
in a bar. Commonly found in 
military music.

• 3/4 consists of 3 crotchet beats in 
in a bar. Commonly found in a 
waltz

A 9/8 time signature has 9 quaver 
notes in a bar. These can be divided 
into three lots of 3. Also a 9/8 time
signature can be divided into 3 
dotted crotchet beats.


