
Social Justice / Injustice

• Social justice schemes can seek to redistribute resources to support 
those oppressed.

• Examples can include the #metoo and Black Lives Matter movement.
• In 1948, the United Nations set up a list of human rights.
• Groups, such as Amnesty International, seek to protect human 

rights.

‘All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights’ – the 
Universal Declarations of Human Rights

Social Justice: Karl Marx

• Karl Marx was a German philosopher and atheist.
• The Industrial Revolution caused society to become highly unequal.
• Marx argued that oppressed people naturally turn to religion, as it 

means they can accept their poverty and inequality.

‘Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature’ – Karl Marx

“Love of money is the root of all kinds of evil” – Jesus, the Bible

Social Justice: The Old Testament

• Covenants are a key part of the Old Testament as it shows God 
entering into relationship with humans to rescue His world.

• These include God’s covenant with Noah (Genesis 9), with Abraham 
(Genesis 17) and with Moses (Exodus 34).

‘Make every effort to live in peace with everyone’ – Hebrews, Bible

‘Have we not all one father? Hath not one God created us? Why do we 
deal treacherously every man against his brother, by profaning the 
covenant of our fathers?’ – Malachi, Bible
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In Summary

Social justice is promoting fairness in 
society by challenging unfairness.

Ideas about social justice include:

• Karl Marx arguing that religion 
leads people to accept inequality

• God caring about justice, by 
having covenants (agreements) 
with His people to give them laws 
etc. 

• Jesus encouraging equality by 
telling His followers to treat 
others as they would want to be 
treated.

• Muhammad challenging the unjust 
society of his day by commanding 
his followers to give to charity.

• Guru Nanak, in Sikhism, 
challenging the caste system by 
arguing that everyone has a 
‘divine spark’ in them.



Social Justice: Jesus

• Many believe the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reflect key Christian principles, such as ‘all are equal in the 
eyes of God’ and ‘treat others as you would like to be treated’.

• Jesus’ ‘Parable of the Good Samaritan’ tell the story of a Jewish person in need being ignored by Jewish leaders, but 
rescued by a Samaritan (the rival of the Jews), who was the good neighbour.

Social Justice: Islam

• Arabic society was immoral and unequal; for instance, women and children were often mistreated
• Muhammad challenged this with his teaching and instructions for the ummah, such as zakat
• This has, for instance, inspired Rupon Muah to  volunteer for a homelessness charity.
‘O mankind, your Lord is One and your father is one. You all descended from Adam…’ – Quran
‘Any good you do, God is fully aware of.’ – Quran
‘Everyone is equal as the teeth of a comb.’ – Muhammad’s Last Sermon; Hadith

A Difficult Truth: Faith & Social Jsstice II

• The Indian caste system has been encouraged by the Hindu idea of ‘dharma’, fulfilling your duty as a human in your 
caste. where order must be upheld in the universe.

• Guru Nanak believed in the oneness of humanity, as Waheguru (God) is believed to be present in every individual as 
the atma (divine spark).

‘It is better to do one’s own dharma imperfectly than another’s perfectly’ – Bhagavad Gita (Hinduism)
‘Accept all humans as your equals, and let them be your only sects.’ – Gurn Nanak (Sikhism)

Faith in Action: Martin Luther King Jr

• Martin Luther King Jr grew up in racially segregated America, but, as a Christian, he believe that people are equal.
• Martin Luther King encouraged non-violent protests to challenge segregation, such as a bus boycott
‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female for you are all one in Christ Jesus’ – Galatians 
‘Love your enemies pray for those who persecute you.’ – Jesus
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