
 

OCL RE Unit Plan 
Subject RE Year Group 7 Unit title What does it mean to be human? 
Purpose:  
NB. Whist Sikhism has been selected for planning purposes, choice of Dharmic faith studied can be contextualised by individual academies. 
Competence: 
• Social Science and Theology.  Pupils will examine what a worldview is, what a lens is and identify their own worldviews.   They will explore what 

social science is as a discipline and the kinds of questions social scientists ask.  Pupils will develop knowledge and understanding of different 
notions of human identity (physicalism and dualism) and what origin accounts from within Islam and Christianity tell us about the nature and 
purpose of humans.  Pupils will develop an understanding of the different interpretations of Genesis 1 and how these impact belief.  Pupils will 
examine scientific theories for the origin of human life including ‘Out of Africa’ theory / Evolution and the Big Bang and consider whether scientific 
theories and faith stories compliment or oppose each other. 

Character: 
• To explore the nature of our own personal worldviews and how they impact the way in which we understand what it is to be human. 
Community: 
• To understand how different worldviews and lenses impact upon ideas about human identity. 

 
Relevant end points 
Students will develop an understanding the nature of social science as a tool / discipline. 
Pupils will be able to able to analyse differing viewpoints (religious and non-religious 
worldviews) about the nature and purpose of human life and consider how these beliefs 
drive actions.  They will be able to identify the nature of their own worldview regarding 
what it means to be human and consider if and how this learning has affected their 
personal viewpoint. 
 
Relevant core concepts 
• Sanctity of Human Life 
• Duty 

 
Secondary Concepts 

• Creation 
• Stewardship 
• Identity 
• Interpretation 

Prior learning required.  
 
As the first unit this requires no specific prior knowledge but assumes foundational 
KS2 knowledge of world faiths. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

  
Assessment  
The intention is for assessment to be ongoing 
throughout delivery. 
 

• Knowledge Audit to be used at 
academies discretion.  

• Retrieval Questions at the start of each 
lesson to provide opportunity for 
formative assessment at start of each 
session.  Spaced / interleaved knowledge 
retrieval – 3 from previous lesson, 1 from 
earlier in SoL, one from previous SoL.  
Opportunity to blend with Horizons.  

• Hinge questions / MCQs intentionally 
planned into lessons at key phases in 
learning / acquisition of new knowledge 
to identify misconceptions. 

• Application Activities available at each 
phase of learning – assessing pupils’ 
ability to describe key features of 
philosophical theory / nature of sacred 
texts. 

• Summative assessment in the form of a 
synoptic question (lesson 12) provided 
for use at academy’s discretion – to be 
graded as % to dovetail with individual 
academy assessment policy.  For best 
effect these need to be contextualised to 

Adapting and contextualising the curriculum 
 
Stretch and challenge 
• Fast Finisher activities rooted in sources of wisdom and authority 
• Enhanced selection of textual references for use at academies discretion 
• Evaluation activities built into lessons to provide opportunity for higher 

level argument and justification  
• Powerful Language and Powerful Quotes provided to support extended 

writing 
Support and scaffold [NB. See Disciplinary Literacy Map for further detail] 
• Dual coding for Tier 3 language 
• Sentence starter prompts for speaking activities  
• I Do, We Do, You Do 
Contextualisation for local context 
• Dharmic faith references can be changed from Sikhism to alternative if 

more relevant to context (Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism) 
• Lesson 6 – contextually appropriate examples of faith-driven 

environmental practice / charities can be selected 
 

Teacher preparation required 
 
As a thematic enquiry-based unit there is 
no single text resource to support 
delivery.   
 
Pre-reading of any sources of authority / 
scripture is essential and predicting gaps 
in understanding around tier 3 language 
in text is important here (as this will need 
annotating with pupils / pre-teaching if 
outside of what is within the lesson 
model). 
 
The Bible Project is an excellent resource 
for the exploration and analysis of Biblical 
text.  This is available on YouTube as a 
free resource and unpacks the historical 
and theological context of different 
pieces of scripture.  
 
 



 

respond to the knowledge and skills 
profile of each class. 

 
 

 

Lesson overview 

Lesson Objectives Vocabulary  
(Tier 2/Tier 3) 

Core substantive knowledge Core disciplinary 
knowledge 

Possible misconceptions 

1 To explore what RE at Oasis 
Academies is all about. 
 

Tier 3 
Religion 
Philosophy 
Society 
Worldview 
Lens 
 

• To know that RE is made-up of three 
different disciplines: social science, 
theology and philosophy 

• To know that a worldview is particular 
philosophy or belief about life and the 
world around us 

• To know that our lens is ideas, 
experiences and beliefs that affect how 
we see the world around us 

• To describe what a 
worldview view is 
and what lenses are 

 
• To identify nature 

of own personal 
worldview and lens 

 

RE / RS is only about God 
/ religion. 
 
Our belief and 
experiences do not 
impact ideas about the 
world around us.  

2 To explore what Social Science 
is and consider what questions 
a social scientist asks. 

Tier 3 
Social science 

• To know that social science is any 
branch of academic study that deals 
with human behaviour in its social and 
cultural aspects such as Law and 
Geography. 

• To know that social science tools 
include surveys, interviews, focus 
groups, field observation, case 
research and ethnography. 

• To know that social science explains 
the role religion plays in peoples’ lives, 
how people and communities respond 
to ideas of faith, sacredness, and 
religious experience and explore how 

• To describe 
different ideas 
about human 
identity 

• To describe how 
social science can 
help us to 
understand religion 

The only way we can 
understand religion is by 
looking at religion – eg: 
scripture.  



 

and why religion can be 
transformative.  

3 To explore different ideas 
about human identity. 
 

Tier 3 
Identity 
Influences 
Dualism  
Physicalism 

• To know that identity is the way we 
see ourselves and where we belong, 
and that we have both a personal and 
a social identity. 

• To know that influences are factors 
which create our unique identities 
which can include upbringing, faith and 
education. 

• To know that dualism is the idea a 
person is a body and something else: a 
spirit or a soul. 

• To know that physicalism is the ideas 
that a person is just a physical body 
and nothing else. 

To describe the 
different ideas about 
human identity 

Our identities are fixed.  
 
There is only one 
established idea about 
what a human being is. 

4 To explore the importance of 
origin stories in explaining what 
it means to be human. 

Tier 2 
Origin 
Account 
Tier 3 
Genesis 
 

• To know that origin accounts are 
narratives about how something came 
to be and they provide a ‘universe of 
meaning’ to people 

• To know that origin accounts provide 
explanations of what it means to be 
human. 

• To know that Genesis is the first book 
of the Old Testament in the Bible 
telling about the creation of the world 
and of life on earth. 

 
 

To analyse Genesis 1 
and consider what it 
tells us about the 
creation of humans 
To describe what 
Genesis 1 teaches about 
the nature of human 
beings 

There is only one 
explanation for the origin 
of the universe / humans. 

5 To explore the different ways 
that Genesis can be viewed. 

Tier 2 
Interpretation 
 

• To know that the creation account in 
Genesis is important to both Christians 
and Jews. 

• To know that there are different ways 
to interpret the account of creation in 

To examine Genesis 1 
and identify the origin of 
key teachings / 
interpretations about 

All Christians and Jews 
interpret the Genesis 
creation account in the 
same way.  



 

Genesis 1 (eg: that humans are here to 
worship God, that humans have a duty 
to care for the natural world, that 
humans are made in the image and 
likeness of God, that humans have a 
duty to reproduce).  

• To know that each different 
interpretation affects a believers’ idea 
about what it means to be human 

creation and the nature 
of humans 

To describe different 
interpretations of 
Genesis 

6 To evaluate what Genesis 
teaches about being human 
and explore how this affects 
lived practice. 

Tier 3 
Sustainability 
 

• To know that believing humans have a 
duty to care for the world affects how 
believers interact with the natural 
world 

• To know that Jews believe in the 
concept of Baal Tashchit which means 
do not destroy or waste items from the 
natural world. 

• To know that Sadeh Farm is a Jewish 
sustainable living community that is 
founded on Jewish beliefs about the 
human duty of stewardship. 

• To know that Sadeh Farm enables the 
Jewish community to engage with 
issues of climate change and 
environmental responsibility through 
fellowship programmes and 
educational visits. 

• To know that is A Rocha is an 
international Christian environmental 
and conservation charity. 

• To know that A Rocha enables the 
Christian community to engage with 
issues of conversation and 
sustainability through projects such as 

To describe 2 examples 
of how beliefs from 
Genesis are put into 
practice by believers.   
 

Jews and Christians 
respond to their beliefs 
about stewardship in 
different ways. 



 

eco-churches, eco-farming, plastic 
clean-ups and eco-tourism. 

 
7 To explore what the creation 

account in the Qur’an suggests 
about the nature of humans. 
 
NB.  This lesson requires 
adapting according to audience 
– it is planned with a large 
number of scriptural references 
which require tailoring to need 

Tier 3 
Paradise 
Khalifah 
 

• To know that the creation account in 
Islam is formed from a number of 
references in the Qur’an. 

• To know that the Islamic creation 
account suggests that humans are 
made purposefully diverse by Allah, 
who breathed a soul into them, placed 
them in paradise and allocated the role 
of khalifah / steward. 

 
 

To analyse scriptural 
references from the 
Qur’an (creation 
account) and consider 
what they suggest 
about the nature of 
humans 
To describe what the 
Qur'an teaches about 
the nature of humans  

There are not similarities 
between the Islamic and 
Judeo-Christian creation 
accounts. 

8 To explore creation narratives 
in Sikhism and consider what 
they suggest about the nature 
of humans. 

Tier 3 
Guru 
Waheguru 
Guru Granth Sahib 
 

• To know that the lived examples of the 
Gurus and the Guru Granth Sahib are 
sources of wisdom and authority for 
Sikhi. 

• To know that Sikhi teaches that 
Waheguru created the Universe with a 
single sound; everything in creation is 
linked together and every human has 
the divine spark of God within them. 

To analyse scriptural 
references from the 
Guru Granth Sahib 
(creation account) and 
consider what they 
suggest about the 
nature of humans 
To describe what Sikhs 
believe about creation 
and the nature of 
humans. 
 
 

There are not similarities 
between the Islamic and 
Judeo-Christian creation 
accounts and Sikh 
creation narratives. 

9 To consider what the Big Bang 
tells us about the nature of 
humans. 
 

Tier 3 
Cosmology 
The Big Bang 
 

• To know that the Big Bang theory 
suggests that the universe began about 
13.7 billion years ago and that the 
earth is 4.5 billion years old. 

• To know that the chemical composition 
of the human body mirrors the 

To analyse excerpts 
from the writings of 
Stephen Hawking and 
consider what they 
suggest about the 
nature of humans. 

It is impossible for 
religious believers to 
accept the Big Bang 
theory. 



 

compounds found in the universe / 
stars  

 

To describe what the 
cosmology suggests 
about the nature of 
humans.   
 

10 To consider what evolution and 
Out of Africa theory tell us 
about being human. 
 

Tier 3 
Homo sapiens-sapiens 
Evolution 
 
 

• To know that scientific evidence 
suggests that human beings as we 
know them emerged on the Earth 
about 200,000 years ago on the 
African continent – this is known as 
Out of Africa Theory  

• To know that theory of evolution is 
supported by Charles Darwin and 
Richard Dawkins and suggests that all 
creatures including humans evolved 
over long periods of time 

To analyse excerpts 
from the writings of 
Richard Dawkins and 
consider what they 
suggest about the 
nature of humans. 
To describe what 
evolution and Out of 
Africa theorems suggest 
about the nature of 
humans. 

It is impossible for 
religious believers to 
accept the theory of 
evolution.  

11 To investigate whether 
scientific theories of human 
evolution and Genesis work 
together and consider 
Humanist responses to the 
question ‘what is it to be 
human?’ 

Tier 3 
Literalist 
Young Earth Creationist 
Theistic evolutionist 
Atheistic evolutionists 
 
 

• To know that literalist faith believers 
reject the theories of the Big Bang and 
Evolution as they contradict scripture. 

• To know that theistic evolutionist 
accept that evolution is a God-driven 
process 

• To know that atheistic evolutionists do 
not believe that evolution is a God-
created mechanism 

• To know that Humanists hold a non-
religious-worldview [NRWV] and are 
atheistic evolutionists 

 

To analyse excerpts 
from the writings of 
Reverend Professor 
John Polkinghorne and 
consider what they 
suggest about the 
nature of humans. 
To analyse excerpts 
from the writings of 
Richard Docwra and 
consider what they 
suggest about the 
nature of humans. 
To describe a non-
religious worldview 
about the nature of 
humans. 

It is impossible for 
religious believers to 
accept scientific theories 
for the creation of the 
universe and of life. 



 

12 To evaluate whether religion 
provides the best explanation 
for what it means to be human. 
 

All Tier 2 and Tier 3 
language from the unit 
relevant  

• To know that a worldview is particular 
philosophy or belief about life and the 
world around us 

• To know that our lens is ideas, 
experiences and beliefs that affect how 
we see the world around us 

To consider how our 
personal knowledge 
has shifted, 
developed or 
cemented during 
the course of the 
enquiry . 

To explain different 
worldviews about what 
it means to be human. 
To evaluate whether 
religion provides the 
best explanation for 
what it means to be 
human. 

 

 


