OCL RE Unit Plan

Subject | RE | Year Group | 7 Unit title

How do we know what we know?

Purpose:

NB. Whist Sikhism has been selected for planning purposes, choice of Dharmic faith studied can be contextualised by individual academies.

Competence:

Philosophy and Theology. Pupils will explore the nature and history of philosophy as a discipline, focusing on the work of Socrates, Plato, Berkeley

and Confucius. Examination of philosophical argument around the nature of knowledge and wisdom (essentially — how do we know what we know).
Exploration of the story of sacred texts and the importance of revelation to Christian, Islamic and Sikh tradition. Examination of the nature of sacred

texts as a source of authority, wisdom and knowledge for Christians, Muslims and Sikhs. Comparison of philosophical theory and sacred text as sources of

wisdom and knowledge.
Character:

To consider how our lenses and the ways in which we inform our understanding of the world around us impacts upon human belief, values and identity.

Community:

To develop an understanding of the extent to which sacred texts bind communities together with a sense of common understanding, wisdom and authority. To start to
develop an understanding of how the differing interpretation of sacred texts creates diversity within communities.

Relevant end points

Students will develop an understanding of the nature of philosophy as a tool / discipline.
Pupils will be able to analyse differing viewpoints (religious and non-religious worldviews)
about where wisdom comes from and the nature of wisdom and authority. They will
be able to identify the nature of their own worldview regarding sources of wisdom and
authority and consider if and how this learning has affected their personal viewpoint.

Relevant core concepts
e Wisdom and authority

Secondary Concepts
e logic

e Sacred

e Revelation

Prior learning required.

As the second unit this enquiry assumes foundational KS2 knowledge of world
faiths.

Pupils should have the understanding that RE as a subject is multi-disciplinary and
we draw knowledge from the disciplines of theology, philosophy and social
science. Pupils should know that each discipline has its” own methods of enquiry
(previous Sol explored tool of social science). This knowledge was introduced in
Autumn 1 and revisited in Autumn 2.

Pupils need to continue to revisit the narrative of worldviews and lenses and be
able to define what lenses are identify the interplay between worldviews and
lenses.

No prior knowledge of powerful philosophers or the disciplinary tools used by
philosophers is necessary — all is explicitly taught in this unit.




Assessment
The intention is for assessment to be ongoing
throughout delivery.

* Knowledge Audit to be used at
academies discretion.

* Retrieval Questions at the start of each
lesson to provide opportunity for
formative assessment at start of each
session. Spaced / interleaved knowledge
retrieval — 3 from previous lesson, 1 from
earlier in SoL, one from previous SolL.
Opportunity to blend with Horizons.

* Hinge questions / MCQs intentionally
planned into lessons at key phases in
learning / acquisition of new knowledge
to identify misconceptions.

* Application Activities available at each
phase of learning with Model Answers /
WWW and EBI feedback sheets provided
where possible — assessing pupils’ ability
to describe key features of philosophical
theory / nature of sacred texts.

*  Summative assessment provided for use
at academy’s discretion — to be graded as
% to dovetail with individual academy
assessment policy. For best effect these
need to be contextualised to respond to
the knowledge and skills profile of each
class.

Adapting and contextualising the curriculum

Stretch and challenge

e Fast Finisher activities rooted in sources of wisdom and authority

e Enhanced selection of textual references for use at academies discretion

e Evaluation activities built into lessons to provide opportunity for higher
level argument and justification

e Powerful Language and Powerful Quotes provided to support extended
writing

Support and scaffold

e Dual coding for Tier 3 language

e Sentence starter prompts for speaking activities

e | Do, We Do, You Do

Contextualisation for local context

e Dharmic faith references can be changed from Sikhism to alternative if
more relevant to context (Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism)

Teacher preparation required

As a thematic enquiry-based unit there is no
single text resource to support delivery.

Pre-reading of any sources of authority /
scripture is essential and predicting gaps in
understanding around tier 3 language in text
is important here (as this will need annotating
with pupils / pre-teaching if outside of what is
within the lesson model).

A Little History of Philosophy is an excellent
text to support teacher understanding of key
philosophers.

A Little History of Religion is also really useful
for brief but engaging subject enhancement
around the theme of revelation (selected
chapters).

The Bible Project is an excellent resource for
the exploration and analysis of Biblical text.
This is available on YouTube as a free
resource and unpacks the historical and
theological context of different pieces of
scripture.

To support delivery of Lesson 11 (The Big
Question) and the Hochman Method see The
Writing Revolution by Hochman and Wexler.




Lesson overview

Lesson

Objectives

Vocabulary
(Tier 2/Tier 3)

Core substantive knowledge

Core disciplinary
knowledge

Possible misconceptions




To examine the history of
sacred texts and to consider the
purpose of sacred texts as a
form of knowledge and
wisdom.

Tier 2
Sacred

Tier 3
Sacred texts

To know that sacred texts have been a
feature of society since the 15"
Century BCE

To know that sacred texts contain
many different types of writings in
many different languages

To know that believers ‘see’ sacred
texts in different ways

To argue whether
sacred texts have
value in the modern
world

Sacred texts contain one
type of writing in one
singular language

Liberal believers do not
think that sacred texts
have any relevance

To examine how the Bible was
revealed and collated; to
consider how the Bible is a
source of knowledge and
wisdom for Christians.

Tier 2
Infallible

Tier 3

Bible

Old Testament

To know that the Bible contains two
Testaments and is the story of God’s
relationship with humans, as told
through prophets and apostles

To know that Christians either ‘see’ the
Bible as invented, God-inspired or
Gods’ instruction

To know that how Christians ‘see’ the
Bible affects interpretations about the
extent of its’ wisdom and authority

To describe the
different ways that
the Bible is seen as
a source of wisdom
and authority for
Christians

Liberal Christians do not
‘believe’ in the Bible or

accept that it is a source
of wisdom and authority

To examine how the Qur’an
was revealed; to consider how
the Qur’an is a source of
knowledge and wisdom for
Muslims.

Tier 3
Revelation
Qur’an

To know that the Qur’an was a direct
revelation to the Prophet Muhammad
over the course of 23 years

To know that the Qur’an is considered
to be the direct and infallible word of
Allah and is a timeless and eternal
truth for all time

To describe Muslim
beliefs about the
Qur’an as a source
of wisdom and
authority

Muslims do not consider
other sacred texts
important (eg: Gospels)

The Qur’an can be
properly understood in
translated form




To know that the Qur’an is used in
daily life for worship, guidance, prayer
and moral direction

9 To examine how the Guru Tier 3 To know that the Guru Granth Sahib is To describe Sikh Sacred scripture does not
Granth Sahib was revealed; to Guru the sacred text of Sikhism, considered beliefs about the feed from or reflect
consider how the Guru Granth Guru Granth Sahib a living Guru, the words of God and is Guru Granth Sahib teachings of other faiths
Sahib is a source of knowledge therefore infallible as a source of
and wisdom for Sikhs. To know that Sikhs also learn from wisdom and

the Rahit Maryada (Code of Conduct) authority
and the examples of the Ten Gurus

10 To consider the differences Tier 3 — Recap To know that philosophy and religion To describe the Philosophy and sacred
between sacred texts and Philosophy ask similar questions about the world similarities and texts do not seek to
philosophy as sources of Logic around us (that we can and cannot differences answer the same
wisdom. Sacred Texts see) between sacred questions

To know that philosophy is a way of scripture and
thinking rooted in logic, reason and philosophy
evidence
To know that religion is rooted in faith,
holy scripture, morality and connection
with the divine

11 To argue whether philosophy is To know that there are a wide variety To consider how our

more ‘useful’ as a source of
knowledge and wisdom than
sacred texts.

of arguments in favour of philosophy
as a source of wisdom and authority
To know that there are a wide variety
of arguments in favour of sacred
scripture as a source of wisdom and
authority

personal knowledge
has shifted,
developed or
cemented during
the course of the
enquiry

To explain different
viewpoints in favour
of philosophy as a
source of wisdom
and authority

To explain different
viewpoints in favour




of sacred scriptures
as a source of
wisdom and
authority




