
 

OCL RE Unit Plan 
Subject RE Year Group 7 Unit title What do faith stories tell us about God? 
Purpose:  
NB. Whist Sikhism has been selected for planning purposes, choice of Dharmic faith studied can be contextualised by individual academies. 
 
• Competence: Theology.  Pupils will examine what theology is as a discipline and the tools theologians use for enquiry and investigation. They will 

explore what we mean by Abrahamic Faiths and how they are linked through both history and belief.  They will examine what the Covenant is and 
will explore what the faith stories of Isaac, Moses and Jesus tell us about the nature of God.  Pupils will then explore what the revelations of 
Muhammad and Guru Nanak tell us about the nature of God, pausing to investigate how these beliefs are reflected in the modern world through 
worship. 

• Character: To explore the nature of our own personal worldviews with relation to the nature of God 
• Community:  To understand how different worldviews and lenses impact beliefs about the nature of God 
 
Relevant end points 
Students will develop an understanding the nature of theology as a tool / discipline. 
 
Pupils will be able to analyse the interpretations of a number of different faith stories 
and consider what they tell us about the nature of God and consider how beliefs about 
God are reflected through worship.   They will be able to identify the nature of their own 
worldview regarding the nature of God and consider if and how this learning has affected 
their personal viewpoint. 
 
Relevant core concepts 
• Nature of God 
• Duty 

 
Secondary Concepts 

• Covenant  
• Sacrifice 
• Divine Law 
• Worship  
• Revelation  

 

Prior learning required.  
 
As the third unit this enquiry assumes foundational KS2 knowledge of world faiths.  
It also assumes recall of the Creation narrative in Genesis and the revelations of 
Muhammad and Guru Nanak. 
 
Pupils should have the understanding that RE as a subject is multi-disciplinary and 
we draw knowledge from the disciplines of theology, philosophy and social 
science.  Pupils should know that each discipline has its’ own methods of enquiry 
(previous SoL explored tools of social science and philosophy).  This knowledge 
was introduced in Autumn and revisited in Spring. 
 
Pupils need to continue to revisit the narrative of worldviews and lenses and be 
able to define what lenses are identify the interplay between worldviews and 
lenses. 
 
No prior knowledge of theological scholarship or the disciplinary tools used by 
theologians is necessary – all is explicitly taught in this unit.  Similarly, whilst pupils 
may have foundational knowledge about the faith stories in this enquiry, non is 
assumed and all necessary substantive knowledge is explicitly taught. 



 

 
  

 
 
 

Assessment  
The intention is for assessment to be ongoing 
throughout delivery. 
 

• Knowledge Audit to be used at 
academies discretion.  

• Retrieval Questions at the start of each 
lesson to provide opportunity for 
formative assessment at start of each 
session.  Spaced / interleaved knowledge 
retrieval – 3 from previous lesson, 1 from 
earlier in SoL, one from previous SoL.  
Opportunity to blend with Horizons.  

• Hinge questions / MCQs intentionally 
planned into lessons at key phases in 
learning / acquisition of new knowledge 
to identify misconceptions. 

• Application Activities available at each 
phase of learning with Model Answers / 
WWW and EBI feedback sheets provided 
where possible – assessing pupils’ ability 
to describe key features of philosophical 
theory / nature of sacred texts. 

• Summative assessment provided for use 
at academy’s discretion – to be graded as 
% to dovetail with individual academy 
assessment policy.  For best effect these 
need to be contextualised to respond to 

Adapting and contextualising the curriculum 
 
Stretch and challenge 
• Fast Finisher activities rooted in sources of wisdom and authority 
• Enhanced selection of textual references for use at academies discretion 
• Evaluation activities built into lessons to provide opportunity for higher 

level argument and justification  
• Powerful Language and Powerful Quotes provided to support extended 

writing 
Support and scaffold 
• Dual coding for Tier 3 language 
• Sentence starter prompts for speaking activities  
• I Do, We Do, You Do 
Contextualisation for local context 
• Dharmic faith references can be changed from Sikhism to alternative if 

more relevant to context (Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism) 
 

Teacher preparation required 
 
As a thematic enquiry-based unit there is no 
single text resource to support delivery.   
 
Pre-reading of any sources of authority / 
scripture is essential and predicting gaps in 
understanding around tier 3 language in text 
is important here (as this will need annotating 
with pupils / pre-teaching if outside of what is 
within the lesson model). 
 
 
A Little History of Religion is also really useful 
for brief but engaging subject enhancement 
around faith stories. 
 
The Bible Project is an excellent resource for 
the exploration and analysis of Biblical text.  
This is available on YouTube as a free 
resource and unpacks the historical and 
theological context of different pieces of 
scripture.  
 
 



 

the knowledge and skills profile of each 
class. 

 

 

Lesson overview 

Lesson Objectives Vocabulary  
(Tier 2/Tier 3) 

Core substantive knowledge Core disciplinary 
knowledge 

Possible misconceptions 

1 To explore what theology is and 
how it is used a tool to 
investigate religion. 
 

Tier 3 
Theology 
 

• To know that theologians ask 
questions about the nature of sacred 
texts, the nature and diversity of 
religious belief and the nature and 
diversity of lived religious practice 

• To know that a theologian’s tools 
include archaeology, history, practical 
theology and hermeneutics 

• To know that hermeneutics / the study 
of scripture involves examining the 
language, authorship, audience, setting 
and intended meaning of a piece of 
text 

• To describe how 
theologians enquire 
about religion and 
belief 

 
 

Theologians only look at 
scripture  

2 To explore what the Abrahamic 
faiths are and how they are 
linked. 
 

Tier 3 
Monotheism 
Polytheism 
 

• To know that Abraham is considered 
the Patriarch of monotheism 

• To know that the Abrahamic faiths 
include Christianity, Islam and Judaism 
and that they are united by a common 
heritage [prophets, significance of Holy 
Land, rejection of polytheism, 
judgement] 

• To know that Abraham is a unifying 
figure in faith 

• To analyse passages 
from Rev John Bell 
and Peter Standford 
and consider what 
they suggest about 
the importance of 
Abraham 

• To describe the 
importance of 
Abraham  

Abraham is only 
important to Judaism 
 
Abraham in the Judeo-
Christian tradition and 
Ibrahim in the Islamic 
tradition are different 
people  



 

3 To examine what the 
Abrahamic Covenant is and 
consider what it tells us about 
God. 
 

Tier 3 
Covenant 

• To know that Abraham was directed by 
God to leave his home and that in 
return God made a covenant with him 

• To know that Abraham was promised a 
great nation, a great family and great 
blessings  

• To know that the land promised to 
Abraham is referred to as The 
Promised Land of Canaan and is in the 
region of modern-day Palestine, Israel, 
Syria and Lebanon 

• To know that the Covenant connects 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam 
together through a number of different 
traditions, eg:  circumcision, 
pilgrimage, condemnation of idol 
worship, etc 

• To analyse an 
extract from 
Genesis 12 and 
identify what it 
suggests about the 
Covenant and about 
God 

• To describe what 
the Abrahamic 
Covenant suggests 
about God 

The Covenant is only 
between Abraham and 
God 
 
The Covenant has no 
relevance to religious 
believers today 

4 To examine what the story of 
Isaac tells us about God. 
 

Tier 2 
Vengeful 
Tier 3 
Obedience 
Sacrifice 

• To know that Isaac was the long-
awaited son of Abraham  

• To know that God commanded 
Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac as a 
test of obedience and faith 

• To know that Abraham/Ibrahim is 
considered an ancestor of Prophet 
Muhammad and that the test of his 
faith is remembered during the Islamic 
festival of Eid-ul-Adha 
 

• To analyse an 
extract from 
Genesis 22 and 
consider what it 
suggests about God 

• To describe what 
the story of 
Abraham and Isaac 
suggests about God 

Isaac is only significant for 
Christians and Jews 
 
Prophets have no 
relevance for religious 
believers today  

5 To examine what the story of 
Moses tells us about God. 

Tier 2 
Omnipotent 
Tier 3 
Commandment  
 

• To know that Moses was a prophet 
sent to free the Hebrews from 
enslavement in Egypt 

• To know that God sent Ten Plagues to 
Egypt as punishment for the Pharoah’s 
refusal to free the Hebrews 

• To explore the 
narrative of Exodus 
and consider how it 
shows God’s anger, 
power and love 

Moses was a confident 
and self-assured prophet 
 
The story of Moses only 
demonstrates God’s 



 

• To know that Moses led the Hebrews 
out of captivity into the wilderness 

• To know that God gifted Moses with 
the Ten Commandments to guide the 
Hebrews towards Godly and moral 
behaviour 

• To describe what 
the story of Moses 
suggests about God 

vengefulness and 
omnipotence  
 
The story of Moses has 
no relevance to believers 
today 

6 To explore beliefs about the 
birth of Jesus and consider 
what they teach about God.  

Tier 2 
Benevolent 
Tier 3 
Incarnation 
Messiah 
 

• To know that Christians consider Jesus 
to be the Messiah who was born in a 
time of foreign occupation 

• To know that the promise of the 
Messiah is a key Old Testament theme 

• To know that the birth of Jesus is 
believed to be an extraordinary event 
that demonstrates the benevolence of 
God 

• To analyse extracts 
from Isaiah, 
Matthew and Luke 
and identify what 
they suggest about 
Jesus / God 

• To describe what 
the birth of Jesus 
suggests about God  

Jesus was the kind of 
saviour that people were 
expecting 
 
The birth of Jesus was 
widely celebrated at the 
time 
 
Jesus is only significant to 
Christians  
 
Mary and Joseph have no 
significance  

7 To explore beliefs about the 
death and resurrection of Jesus 
and consider what they teach 
about God. 
 

Tier 2 
Forgiving  
Tier 3 
Crucifixion 
Atonement 
Resurrection 

• To know that crucifixion was a painful 
and humiliating method of public 
execution favoured by the Roman 
Empire for the lowest in society 

• To know that Christianity teaches that 
the crucifixion was an act of love 
needed to reunite humans with God 

• To that the crucifixion is linked with 
belief in forgiveness and atonement 

• To know that Christians believe that 
Jesus was resurrected and appeared to 
the disciples 

• To know that the resurrection is linked 
with belief in the afterlife 

• To analyse extracts 
from Luke and 
Matthew and 
identify what they 
suggest about the 
crucifixion of Jesus 

• To analyse an 
extract from Peter 
and identify what it 
suggests about 
atonement and the 
death of Jesus 

• To describe what 
the death of Jesus 
suggests about God 

The Jewish authorities 
were responsible for the 
crucifixion 
 
Jesus did not suffer like a 
human at the crucifixion 
 
The crucifixion of Jesus 
was without goodness or 
purpose  



 

8 To explore what the revelation 
of the Prophet Muhammad 
suggests about God 

Tier 2 
Omnipotent [recap] 
Tier 3 
Revelation [recap] 
Omnipresent 
Omniscient 
 

• To know that the Qur’an was revealed 
to the illiterate Prophet Muhammad by 
Angel Gibril during a time of conflict, 
social injustice and idol worship 

• To know that the Qur’an revealed that 
Allah is benevolent, omnipresent, 
omnipotent and omniscient. 

• To analyse relevant 
extracts from the 
Qur’an and identify 
what they suggest 
about the nature of 
God / Allah 

• To describe what 
the revelation of 
Prophet 
Muhammad 
suggests about the 
nature of God  

Only Christians and Jews 
believe that God is 
omnipotent and 
benevolent 
 
The timing of the 
revelation of the Qur’an 
is not significant  

9 To investigate how belief in 
God / Allah is reflected through 
worship for Muslims 

Tier 2/3 
Duty 
Tier 3 
Worship 

• To know that faith in Allah is 
demonstrated through acts of devotion 
known as the 5 Pillars of Faith 

• To know that the 5 Pillars include 
Shahadah [declaration of faith], Salah 
[prayer], Sawm [fasting during 
Ramadhan], Zakat [charity giving] and 
Hajj [pilgrimage to Makkah] 

• To analyse relevant 
extracts from the 
Qur’an and identify 
what they suggest 
about prayer, 
charity giving and 
fasting 

• To describe how 
acts of worship 
reflect belief in God 
/ Allah 

 

10 To explore what Guru Nanak’s 
revelation suggests about God 

Tier 3 
Caste 
Eternal 

• To know that Guru Nanak’s revelation 
occurred at a time of division and 
conflict in India  

• To know that Guru Nanak’s revelation 
made it clear that there are no 
separate God’s for separate religions, 
but that there is one eternal God of all 
religions  

• To know that the Mool Mantra is part 
of Nanak’s revelation and that it 
suggests the existence of a single, 

• To analyse the Mool 
Mantra and identify 
what it teaches 
about the nature of 
God 

• To describe what  
Guru Nanak taught 
about the nature of 
God 

The timing of Guru 
Nanak’s revelation is not 
significant  
 
There are no 
commonalities in beliefs 
about the nature of God 
between the Abrahamic 
faiths and Sikhism 
 



 

timeless, omnipotent, omnipresent 
and omniscient ‘true’ God 

11 To investigate how belief in 
God is reflected in worship for 
Sikhs 

Tier 3 
Gurmukh 
Gurdwara 
Guru Granth Sahib 
[recap] 

• To know that worship in the Gurdwara 
– focused on the spiritual message 
contained within the Guru Granth 
Sahib – is an important way to show 
faith in God 

• To know that faith in God is 
demonstrated through respectful and 
inclusive congregational worship 
practices  

• To know that langar is a key feature of 
Sikh worship and reflects Sikh belief in 
the oneness of humanity  

• To describe how 
Sikhs live a God-
centred life through 
worship  

Langar is a community 
service and not a part of 
worship  

12 To evaluate whether faith 
stories portray God as vengeful 

No new language 
introduced  

• To know that there are a variety of 
arguments supporting the idea that the 
God of sacred scripture is vengeful and 
angry 

• To know that there are a variety of 
arguments disagreeing with the idea 
that the God of sacred scripture is 
vengeful and angry 

• To consider how our 
personal knowledge 
has shifted, 
developed or 
cemented during 
the course of the 
enquiry  

• To explain different 
viewpoints in favour 
of the idea that the 
God of sacred 
scripture is vengeful 
and angry 

• To explain different 
viewpoints against 
the idea that the 
God of sacred 
scripture is vengeful 
and angry 

 

 


