
 

OCL Medium-Term Plan 

Subject R.E. Year Group 9 Unit title How do we make moral decisions? 
Purpose:  
NB. Whist Sikhism has been selected for planning purposes, choice of Dharmic faith studied can be contextualised by individual academies. 

• Competence: Philosophy and Theology.  Pupils will explore what is meant by morality and the various approaches to answering the question “how do we make 
moral decisions?” This is done through two lenses. The unit begins by exploring this question philosophically, looking fundamentally at how we make moral 
decisions and the difference between absolutist and relativist morality. This is expanded upon with individual lessons focussing on various ethical theories, 
specifically, Virtue Ethics, Situation Ethics, Utilitarianism, and Moral Sentimentalism. The second part of the unit will explore theological approaches to making 
moral decisions. Pupils will explore how religious believers are given moral guidance from the Old and New Testaments, Shariah, and the Guru Granth Sahib. 

• Character: To explore how humans make moral decisions. To develop an understanding of various concepts of moral good and evil. To reflect on the pupils’ own 
approach to moral decision making. 

• Community:  To develop an understanding of the extent to which sacred texts and religious teaching drives moral decision making. To reflect on how different faith communities respond 
to moral dilemmas. To appreciate the diversity of views of philosophers and theologians on ethics.  

Aims/outcomes  
Knowledge 

• What is morality and what it means to make a moral decision. 

• What is meant by absolutist and relativist approaches to ethics. 

• To know of various sources of moral authority. 

• Aristotle and his form of Virtue Ethics. 

• Joseph Fletcher’s Situation Ethics and what is meant by “agape.” 

• Jeremy Bentham’s Utilitarianism.  

• Ideas surrounding a moral conscience and moral sentimentalism.  

• The 10 Commandments and the Divine Command Theory/Old Testament. 

• How Jesus’ life stands as an example for moral decision making. 

• The Golden Rule of Christianity. 

• Sharia and the example of the Prophet Muhammad. 

• Sikh attitudes towards ethics. 
Skills 

• To describe the difference between absolutist and relativist ethical theories.  

• To explain various philosophical ethical theories. 

• To explain Christian, Muslim, and Sikh approaches to ethics. 

• To apply ethical theories to moral dilemmas. 

• To analyse and interpret sources of authority and philosophical text. 
• To evaluate various ethical theories. 

• To evaluate how best to make moral decisions. 

Assessment  
 
The intention is for assessment to be ongoing throughout delivery. 
 

• Retrieval Questions at the start of each lesson to provide opportunity for formative 
assessment at start of each session.  Spaced / interleaved knowledge retrieval – 3 from 
previous lesson, 1 from earlier in SoL, one from previous SoL.  Opportunity to blend with 
Horizons.  

• Hinge questions intentionally planned into lessons at key phases in learning / acquisition of 
new knowledge to identify misconceptions. 

• Skills Activities available at each phase of learning with Model Answers / WWW and EBI 
feedback sheets provided where possible – assessing pupils’ ability to describe key features of 
philosophical theory / nature of sacred texts. 

• Reflection and Improvement triggers built into lessons. 
• Plenary to book-end in lesson assessment of knowledge acquisition. 
• Summative assessment provided for use at academy’s discretion – to be graded as % to 

dovetail with individual academy assessment policy.  For best effect these need to be 
contextualised to respond to the knowledge and skills profile of each class. 

 
 



 

Prior learning 
required  

 
Contributes to existing 
schema on religious 
identity, morality, and 
ethics. 

Supporting and challenging all learners 
 

Starting point for LPA is always key language – use of Dual Coding here to support understanding and retention.  
Layout of lessons and format of activities focuses on reducing cognitive load (for example spatial contiguity and 
signalling).  Opportunities for inserting more frequent Pause Points for hinge questioning flagged.   Content for 
LPA can be stripped back to focus upon Christianity and one other complimentary religion for each phase of 
learning.  Learning Mats available to scaffold participation for Nurture students.   
‘Big Questions’ provide stretch and challenge for HPA pupils.  Narration section of lesson zooms in on higher level 
philosophical and theological questioning where applicable.  Model answers and Success Criteria have optional 
‘Platinum’ Criteria for HPA where appropriate.  Lessons planned to the top – challenging content.  Evaluation 
focus provides inherent challenge for HPA as does disciplinary approach.  
 

Teacher preparation required  
As a thematic unit there is no single text 
resource to support delivery.  However, some 
texts and resources recommended are: 

• The Bible Project is an excellent 
resource for the exploration and 
analysis of Biblical text.   

• Ethics: The Fundamentals by Julia 
Driver (2007) is an undergraduate level 
text that is a good introduction and is 
accessible to non-specialists. 

• The Stanford Encyclopaedia of 
Philosophy is a peer-reviewed 
academic resource that is useful for 
those who have a background in the 
subject as a reference tool. 

 

Lesson overview 

Lesson Title Objectives First Order 

Concepts  

Tier 3 Language 

1 Making Moral Decisions To consider what it is to be moral and identify different sources of 

moral authority. 

Morality  Moral 

Good/Evil 

2 Types of Morality To explore the difference between absolute and relative morality.  Morality Absolutist 

Relativist 

Teleological/Deontological 

3 Virtue Ethics To consider what Aristotle teaches about virtue ethics. Morality Virtue/Virtue Ethics 

Prudence/Fortitude 

Temperance/Justice 

4 Situation Ethics To consider what Joseph Fletcher teaches about situation ethics. Morality Agape 

Motive 



 

5 The Greatest Good for the Greatest 

Number? 

To consider what Jeremy Bentham teaches about utilitarianism. Morality Consequence 

Utilitarian  

Hedonistic/Happiness 

6 Humans as inherently moral? To consider whether humans have an inbuilt moral conscience. Morality Inherent 

Conscience 

7 The Old Testament and Morality To explore moral guidance in the Old Testament.  Morality  

Divine Law 

Covenant 

Divine Command Theory 

Divine Law 

Commandment 

8 The New Testament and Morality To explore moral guidance in the New Testament. Morality  

Divine Law 

Parables/Forgiveness 

Dignity of Human Life 

Golden Rule 

9 Shariah and Morality To consider how Shariah provides guidance for moral behaviour. Morality 

Divine Law 

Sharia  

Haram/Halal 

Intent 

10 Sikhism and Morality To explore moral guidance in the Guru Granth Sahib. Morality.  Oneness 

Brotherhood 

Sewa 

11 The Big Question To evaluate whether we should always consider the situation when 

making moral decisions. 

Morality  

 


