
 

WJEC EDUQAS GCSE (9-1): Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

“The ability to hold balanced and well-informed conversations about religion and belief” 

“Effectively engage with and communicate about the world around them” 

 

 

 

 

                           Oasis Academy Brislington: Curriculum 

Year 10 

GCSE Curriculum Intent:   

 develops learners’ knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious beliefs, such as atheism and humanism 

 develops learners’ knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings, practices, and sources of wisdom and authority, including through their reading of key religious texts, 

other texts, and scriptures of the religions they are studying  

  develops learners’ ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of understanding of the 

subject  

 provides opportunities for learners to engage with questions of belief, value, meaning, purpose, truth, and their influence on human life  

 challenges learners to reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes in the light of what they have learnt and contributes to their preparation for adult life in a 

pluralistic society and global community 

WJEC Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies provides opportunities for learners to understand more about the world, the religious challenges it faces and their place within it. Following this GCSE 

course will deepen understanding of religions and their effect on society. It will develop learners' competence in a wide range of skills and approaches and enable young people to become 

religiously informed and thoughtful, engaged citizens.    



Year 10 Unit 1  Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4  

Unit  Component 1: Issues of Life and Death  Component 2: Christianity Practices  Component 3: Islam Practices  Revision and End of Year Exam 
Preparation 

Lessons:   How did the world begin? 

 What do Christians believe about 
the creation of the world? 

 What do Atheists believe about 
the creation of the world? 

 What do Muslims believe about 
the creation of the world? 

 Do religious creation stories 
successfully explain the creation 
of the universe? 

 Are humans special? 

 How should we treat animals? 

 Is life sacred? 

 Is abortion morally right? 

 What are different Christian 
attitudes to abortion? 

 What are different Muslim 
attitudes to abortion? 

 Is abortion murder? 

 What are different Christian 
attitudes towards abortion? 

 Should abortion be legal? 

 Is euthanasia morally right? 

 What are different Christian 
attitudes to euthanasia?  

 What are different Muslim 
attitudes to euthanasia?  

 Is prayer important to 
Christians? 

 How do different Christians 
worship? 

 What are the sacraments? 

 What is Baptism and how is it 
celebrated? 

 What is Eucharist and how is it 
celebrated?  

 Why is Christmas an important 
celebration and how do 
Christians celebrate it? 

 Why is Easter an important 
celebration and how do 
Christians celebrate it? 

 What pilgrimages do Christians 
go on and why are they sacred 
places? 

 Is Christianity important today?  

 What is evangelism and should 
Christians evangelise others? 

 Is the Church growing?  

 How have Christians been 
persecuted in the past and 
today? 

 

 What are the five pillars of 

Islam? 

 What is the Shahadah and 

why is it important? 

 What is Zakah and why is 

it important? 

 What is Sawm and why is 

it important? 

 What is Hajj and why is it 

important? 

 What do Muslims do on 

Hajj and what does it 

symbolise? 

 What is Salah and why is it 

important? 

 How do Muslims pray?  

 What are the 10 

Obligatory Acts of Shi’a 

Islam? 

 What is Jihad and why is it 

important? 

 What are the Muslim 

festivals and how are they 

celebrated? 

 

During this time students will 
revise the units that they have 
already studied and will 
complete a series of exam 
focused workshops.  
 



 People should have the right to 
take their own life?  

 Is there an afterlife?  

 What do Christians believe about 
the afterlife? 

 How do Christians deal with 
death? 

 How do atheists deal with death? 

 What do Muslims believe about 
the afterlife?  

 Is this life the only one that 
matters?  
 



 

Assessment Assessment 1: b) Describe beliefs about 
the sanctity of human life from one 
religion you have studied. (5) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 2: c) Explain from two 
religions or religious traditions their 
attitude towards the creation of the 
universe. (8) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 3:  d) ‘Religious creation 
stories successfully explain the origins of 
the universe’ (15) Discuss this statement 
showing you have considered more than 
one point of view. You must refer to 
religious and non-religious beliefs in your 
answer such as those held by Atheists and 
Humanists.  
AO2 
 
Assessment 4: ‘Abortion should be made 
illegal in the UK’ (15) Discuss this 
statement showing you have considered 
more than one point of view. You must 
refer to religious and non-religious beliefs 
in your answer such as those held by 
Atheists and Humanists.   
AO2 
 
End of Unit Knowledge Test.  
AO1 
 
End of Unit Exam  
AO1 + AO2 

Assessment 1: b) Describe why a 
Christian may pray. (5) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 2: c) Explain two different 
forms of worship in Christianity. (8) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 3:  d) ‘Easter is the most 
important celebration for Christians’ 
(15) Discuss this statement showing 
you have considered more than one 
point of view. You must refer to 
religion and belief in your answer.    
AO2 
 
Assessment 4: ‘Babies should not be 
baptised in Christianity’ (15) Discuss 
this statement showing you have 
considered more than one point of 
view. You must refer to religion and 
belief in your answer.    
AO2 
 
End of Unit Knowledge Test.  
AO1 
 
End of Unit Exam  
AO1 + AO2 

Assessment 1: b) Describe why 
the Five Pillars are important to 
Muslims. (5) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 2: c) Explain how 
Muslims undertake Hajj. (8) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 3:  d) ‘Salah is the 
most important duty of a 
Muslim’ (15) Discuss this 
statement showing you have 
considered more than one point 
of view. You must refer to 
religion and belief in your 
answer.    
AO2 
 
Assessment 4: ‘Eid-ul-Fitr is the 
most important celebration for 
Muslims today’ (15) Discuss this 
statement showing you have 
considered more than one point 
of view. You must refer to 
religion and belief in your 
answer.    
AO2 
 
End of Unit Knowledge Test.  
AO1 
 
End of Unit Exam  
AO1 + AO2 

End of Year Exams. 

GCSE: Assessment Structure 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Component 1:  Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 
Component one is the compulsory study of religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world. This component consists of four 
distinct themes: 

- Issues of Relationships 
- Issues of Life and Death  
- Issues of Good and Evil  
- Issues of Human Rights 

Component 1 Exam: 2 hour 
Component 1 Weighting: 50% of total marks  

Component 2: Study of Christianity 
Component two is the compulsory study of Christianity. The focus of this component is on the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity. 

Component 2 Exam: 1 hour 
Component 2 Weighting: 25% of total marks  

Component 3: Study of Islam 
Component three is the study of one optional religion, of which we study Islam. The focus of this component is on the beliefs, teachings and 
practices of the chosen world faith.  

Component 3 Exam: 1 hour 
Component 3 Weighting: 25% of total marks  



Assessment Objectives 
AO1 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief*, including: Beliefs, practices and sources of authority. -Influence on individuals, 

communities and societies. Similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs. 

AO2 

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religions and belief*, including their significance and influence. *The term ‘belief’ includes religious and non-religious 

beliefs. 

 

 

 

Website Link: What is it?  
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-
gcse/#tab_overview 

 

This is the Eduqas website, it has the specification, past papers and some 
learning resources.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z68sjhv 
 

This is the BBC Bitesize link that is specific for the Eduqas GCSE, it has lot 
of videos, revision notes and quizzes.  

https://request.org.uk/ 
 

This is a Christian website that can help you with component 2 of the 
GCSE.  

https://www.senecalearning.com/en-GB/ 
 

Seneca Learning now has Eduqas revision, completing this will help with 
the GCSE. 

 

RPE Helpdesk 
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