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What do Christians believe about God?
Omnibenevolent
All-loving. (God)
• One God – monotheist, God is timeless, Eternal – lasts forever
• God is the creator and giver of all life. ‘in the beginning God created the Heavens and the earth’ Genesis
Omnipotent
All-powerful, almighty and the unlimited nature
• God still works in the world in mysterious ways today.
of God.
• As we are all ‘made in the image of God’ – we can have some understanding of God’s nature
The Holy Trinity
Trinity
The three ways God can be experienced: God
‘Oneness of God’ but made up of three
the father, the son and the Holy Spirit.
Transcendent
Above and beyond everything and everyone in the
persons. God the Father, the son and the
Incarnation
God becoming human in the form of Jesus.
world.
Holy Spirit.
Immanent
In the world, who takes an active part in the human
Father: omnipotent, omniscient, creator,
histories.
ruler,
caring/relationship
father
–
children
Atonement
The belief that Jesus’ death on the cross healed
‘One
God
and
Father
of
all,
who
is
above
all,
Personal
Relates directly to people who can feel close to him.
the rift between humans and God.
and through all, and in you all.’
Impersonal
Unknowable, mysterious, an idea or a force.
Resurrection
The belief that Jesus rose form the dead on
Son: Jesus, incarnation, revelation to world,
Omniscient
All-knowing.
Easter Sunday, abolishing death.
teacher, son, sacrifice for salvation.
Omnipotent
All-powerful.
‘I and the Father are one’
Sacraments
An outward sign of an invisible and inward
Omnipresent
Everywhere.
"I am the way and the truth and the life.
blessing by God. Eg. Baptism, Marriage,
No one comes to the Father except through Omni-benevolent All-loving.
Eucharist.
me”
Holy Spirit: Acts in world, guides, comfort, Guide people to God, present during worship,
Evangelism
Preaching, sharing and spreading the teachings
sacraments – baptism/marriage
to others with intention to converting them to
God as Omnipotent: Book of Exodus - shows power of God.
speaking
In tongues.
the Christian faith.
Story of the Ten Plagues.
‘But the Helper, the Holy Spirit’
God instructs Moses, who was a Jew in Egypt , to lead all the
God as Omnibenevolent
other Jews (slaves) out of Egypt. The pharaoh refused to let
‘But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God,
them go and God sent a series of plagues down on the
CHRISTIANITY:
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.’
Egyptian people. ‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you
BELIEFS AND TEACHINGS
out of the Egypt, out of the land of slavery’
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Plagues: water to blood, frogs, lice, flies, cattle disease, boils,
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
Why does God allow evil and suffering?
hail & fire, locusts, darkness + death.
eternal life.’
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How did God create the world?
‘Through him all things were made; without him nothing
was made’ Use other knowledge organiser to revise
Christian beliefs about creation. Literal and non-literal/
Genesis ½ Nature and role of Humans: Created unique
‘Gods image’ procreate, stewards of earth.
Adam + Eve – Original Sin – the Fall, first to disobey God,
death enters world – perfect relationship between humans
and God was broken – some believe we are born with this
‘original sin’. Reason why Jesus had to die on the cross –
salvation of sin.
The role of the Word and the Spirit in creation:
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the word was with
God, and the word was God.’ Some believe ‘word’ – Gods
purpose and plans as he created universe, others believe it
is Jesus. That Jesus ‘the word’ was present at the beginning
of creation.

Original sin, the fall. Satan. Life is a test. Part of Gods plan.
Free will. Suffering helps you grow (soul making). God
prevents terrible events that we cannot see/do not
understand. It’s a punishment, for sin. Our suffering on earth
is temporary – will experience joy in eternal life. Suffering
helps you understand Jesus. ‘God will wipe away all tears..
There will be no more grief or crying or pain’ ‘Even if I go
through the deepest darkness, I will not be afraid, Lord for you
are with me’
Book of Job: Satan challenges God, Job loses everything/sores
over his body. God – ‘can you even begin to know my
greatness’. Have faith in God, as a human you can not
understand God’s ‘wisdom’ – shouldn’t challenge God.

When the pharaoh sent his army to stop the Jews leaving
Egypt, God parted the Read Sea to let the Jews across, but
brought it down on the Egyptian army. The story shows that
the Jews believed God was all-powerful and in control of
nature. ‘Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and
all that night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east
wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided.’
The Apostles’ Creed
Most important Christian beliefs about the nature of God.
Statement of beliefs
May be recited in Church
States: God is all-powerful, creator, Jesus was born of a virgin,
Jesus crucified, buried + rose from the dead, day of judgment,
one holy and universal Church, God will forgive our sins,
resurrection of the body and an eternal life.
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Jesus – Man or God?
Most Christians believe that Jesus was born 100% God and also entirely human.
God: ‘The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.’
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the word was with God, and the word was God.’
‘I and the Father are one’
"I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”
Jesus did miracles – born a virgin, water to wine, fed 5,000, healing, resurrection. Walked on water.
God made in flesh – incarnation
Man
Moral teacher, no proof
Why hasn’t God revealed himself again
‘God is not a human being’ ‘put him to death by nailing him on a cross’ - God can’t die
‘And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry’

Jesus’ Crucifixion
• Jesus’ teachings bought him into conflict with the Jewish authorities
• Led to his arrest and execution
• Jesus is executed by the Romans
• The soldiers mock Jesus and put a crown of thorns on him
• He is crucified at a place called Golgotha
• Two criminals are crucified with him
• Jesus is mocked by people in the crowd
• Jesus prays while on the cross
• Jesus dies on the cross – at 3pm a darkness came over the land and Jesus
cried out ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’

Jesus’ Resurrection
• Jesus believed to have been raised from the dead
• Women found cave empty, 3 days after crucifixion
• Easter Sunday
• Showed himself to his 12 disciples and then to others
‘And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so
is your faith’ – If Christ hadn’t died, and been resurrected would
all be worth nothing.
Jesus’ Ascension
• Not much in Gospels about what Jesus did after his
resurrection
• Rose up to his Father in Heaven
• Some believe that Jesus physically ascended to heaven in a
literal sense.
• Others believe that the description of Jesus’ physically rising
to heaven is symbolic, showing Jesus’ time as a human on
earth was over.
• Jesus made a final speech ‘The Great Commission’

Jesus’ Incarnation (God becomes man)
• Gospels in Bible tell of Jesus’ life, Nativity: story of Jesus’ birth
• Mary, told by an Angel that she would give birth to Jesus
• ‘You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.’
• She was a virgin, Jesus is referred to as son of God:
• ‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.’
• Jesus was able to be a teacher, to get humanity salvation + allow people to
witness God
Jesu also fulfilled prophecies from the Bible
Isaiah: ‘Despised and rejected by mankind’ , ‘a man of suffering, ‘he was pierced for our
transgressions’, ‘by his wounds we are healed’, ‘He was led like a lamb to slaughter’

“…just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of
life.”

Why did Jesus have to die?
• Atonement(making up for doing something wrong) Salvation (being saved)
Jesus’ life and death is an act of atonement for the sins of the world and that salvation is offered for those who
believe this.
Last Supper – Jesus said as he shared wine + bread ‘take and eat, this is my body broken for you’ ‘this is my blood
poured out for many’
• Sacrifice
In the Bible – before Jesus they used to sacrifice, lambs/goats to take away sin. Give something of value – to God to
receive something of value in return. Blood price for our sins being forgiven.
• Original Sin (the Fall)
Their sin not only caused them to be cast out of the Garden of Eden, but it continued down the generations and
separated people from God. Only Jesus was perfect enough to be a good enough sacrifice.
• Abolish death, repair God and humanities relationship
Sin separated people from God – Jesus’ sacrifice was to abolish this. Jesus; willingness to give his life meant that
people have eternal life in heaven with God. Jesus’ death led to his resurrection, which has opened the way to life
after death for everyone else

The Bible
• Written by people inspired by God – believed to be ‘God breathed’
• Old Testament and New Testament, 66 smaller books
• Uses – guidance, advice, instructions, help, worship, learn about faith, answer
questions. Christians moral decisions based on teachings from Bible.
• The main source of authority for Christians – Gods revelation to the world.
• Some are literalists – ultimate source of authority
• Others are non-literalists – interpreted for modern life
• In a Church placed on a Lectern to show importance of word of God
• “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword”
• “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and,
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work”
• Jesus said of it, "Man does not live on bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God"
• Richard Dawkins – history book, Bible
Salvation
has nothing to teach us.
• Sin separates people from God
• Some may say they are out of date
• Jesus’ death – salvation
• Salvation is a chance to live with God
for eternity
How?
• Believing in Jesus ‘The gospel brings
salvation to everyone that believes’
• 7 Sacraments
• Confession sin and asking for
forgiveness
• Living righteous life
Grace and Spirit
• A blessing gift of Gods love that you didn’t earn and don’t deserve
• Through the Holy Spirit
• Gift given freely from God
• God does amazing things as he is omnibenevolent
• Through Gods grace that you can gain salvation and go to Heaven
“The love and mercy given to us by God because God desires us to have it, not necessarily
because of anything we have done to earn it“
“For by Grace are you saved through Faith; and that not of yourselves; It is the gift of God.
Not of works, lest any man should boast.”
‘God blesses us with new grace and mercy every day’
The Role of Holy Spirit in Evangelical Worship
• Gods grace/Holy spirit present during worship
• Healing, miracles, speaking in tongues
• Bible – Pentecost – ‘Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to
be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them’

The Afterlife
• This life is temporary.
• Eternal life after death, Heaven/Hell after Judgement, resurrection of souls
Corinthians 15:42-55
• Different beliefs about the afterlife
• Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though they die’
Judgement:
• Some – Judgement Day – Jesus ‘second coming’
• Some – God judges soul of a person straight after death
• Judges on actions – not on wealth etc.
• Parable of Sheep and Goats: ‘separate people like a Shepard separates the sheep
from the goats’ ‘hungry and you gave me something to eat, thirsty and you gave
me something to drink etc..’
• Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus
Eschatological beliefs:
• Study of final events of life ‘end of the world’
• Some Christians believe that God will end the world as we know it
• God has a diving plan for end of everything
• We will experience Gods wrath
• ‘Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more.’
• ‘But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells.’
• ‘From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and
he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the
wrath of God the Almighty.’
Heaven and Hell
• Different beliefs
• God and Angels are there
• Some believe actual places
• Others believe they exist in a more spiritual dimension, like a state of being
• Eternal bliss with God – Heaven
• Hell – place where God is absent , absent from all of Gods characteristics eg.
Love/peace/joy
• Hell – a place of suffering
• Some find it hard to believe that a omnibenevolent God would cruelly punish people
for eternity – redemption
• ‘My Fathers house has many rooms’
• ‘Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life’
• They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence
of the Lord and from the glory of his might’
• ‘The wicked go down to the realm of the dead, all the nations that forget God.’
• Rich man ‘send Lazarus to dip the finger in water and cool my tongue, because I
am in agony in this fire.’

