
 

WJEC EDUQAS GCSE (9-1): Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

“The ability to hold balanced and well-informed conversations about religion and belief” 

“Effectively engage with and communicate about the world around them” 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Oasis Academy Brislington: Curriculum 

Year 9  

GCSE Curriculum Intent:   

 develops learners’ knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious beliefs, such as atheism and humanism 

 develops learners’ knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings, practices, and sources of wisdom and authority, including through their reading of key religious texts, 

other texts, and scriptures of the religions they are studying  

  develops learners’ ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of understanding of the 

subject  

 provides opportunities for learners to engage with questions of belief, value, meaning, purpose, truth, and their influence on human life  

 challenges learners to reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes in the light of what they have learnt and contributes to their preparation for adult life in a 

pluralistic society and global community 

WJEC Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies provides opportunities for learners to understand more about the world, the religious challenges it faces and their place within it. Following this GCSE 

course will deepen understanding of religions and their effect on society. It will develop learners' competence in a wide range of skills and approaches and enable young people to become 

religiously informed and thoughtful, engaged citizens.    



Year 9 Unit 1  Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4  

Unit  Component 2: Christianity, Beliefs 
and Teachings 

Component 3: Islam, Beliefs and 
Teachings 

Component 1: Issues of 
Good and Evil 

Revision and End of Year Exam 
Preparation 
 

Lessons:   Is the Bible the most important 
source of authority? 

 What do Christians believe about 
the nature of God? 

 Is God evil?  

 What do Christians believe about 
the creation of the world? 

 Who is Jesus? 

 Why is Jesus’ incarnation 
important? 

 What is Jesus’ crucifixion?  

 Why did Jesus have to die? 

 What is important about Jesus’ 
resurrection? 

 What is important about Jesus’ 
ascension? 

 How can we reach salvation? 

 What is the role of the Holy Spirit 
in Evangelical worship? 
 

 What is the history of Islam? 

 What are the similarities and 
differences between Sunni 
and Shi’a Muslims? 

 What are the 6 Articles of 
faith? 

 What are the 5 roots of faith? 

 What do Muslims believe 
about the nature of Allah? 

 What does it mean to be a 
Prophet? 

 Why are the Prophets 
important to Muslims? 

 Why is the Prophet 
Muhammad important to 
Muslims?  

 What do Muslims believe 
about angels and why are 
they important? 

 What do Muslims believe 
happens when we die? 

 What scripture do Muslims 
follow and what do they 
believe about it? 
 

 

 What is good? 

 What is the problem of 

evil? 

 How do Christians 

respond to the problem 

of evil? 

 How do Muslims 

respond to the problem 

of evil? 

 What are the causes of 

crime? 

 What are the different 

aims of punishment? 

 How should we treat our 

criminals? 

 Is it a waste of time 

trying to reform our 

criminals? 

 Is the death penalty 

morally right? 

 What do Christians 

believe about 

punishment? 

 What do Muslims believe 

about punishment?  

During this time students will 
revise the units that they have 
already studied and will 
complete a series of exam 
focused workshops.  
 



 Death Penalty 

Assessment  

 What does a Prison 

Chaplain do? 

 What do Christians 

believe about 

forgiveness? 

 What do Muslims believe 

about forgiveness?  

Assessment Assessment 1: b) Describe reasons for 
the incarnation. (5) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 2: c) Explain Christian 
beliefs about the nature of God. (8) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 3:  d) ‘The crucifixion of 
Jesus is the most important part of his 
life’ (15) Discuss this statement showing 
you have considered more than one 
point of view. You must refer to religion 
and belief in your answer.    
AO2 
 
Assessment 4: ‘The Bible should be 
everyone’s guide to life’ (15) Discuss this 
statement showing you have considered 
more than one point of view. You must 
refer to religion and belief in your 
answer.    
AO2 
 
End of Unit Knowledge Test.  
AO1 
 
End of Unit Exam  

Assessment 1: b) Describe the 
difference between Sunni and Shi’s 
Muslims. (5) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 2: c) Explain Muslim 
beliefs about the nature of Allah. (8) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 3:  d) ‘Angels are no 
longer important in Islam’ (15) 
Discuss this statement showing you 
have considered more than one point 
of view. You must refer to religion 
and belief in your answer.    
AO2 
 
Assessment 4: ‘The Prophet Ibrahim 
is the most important Prophet for 
Muslims’ (15) Discuss this statement 
showing you have considered more 
than one point of view. You must 
refer to religion and belief in your 
answer.    
AO2 
 
End of Unit Knowledge Test.  
AO1 

Assessment 1: b) Describe the 
work of a prison reformer you 
have studied. (5) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 2: c) Explain from 
two religions or religious 
traditions their attitude 
towards the death penalty. (8) 
AO1 
 
Assessment 3:  d) ‘The Death 
Penalty should be relegalised in 
the UK’ (15) Discuss this 
statement showing you have 
considered more than one point 
of view. You must refer to 
religion and belief in your 
answer.    
AO2 
 
Assessment 4: ‘God and Evil 
cannot coexist’ (15) Discuss this 
statement showing you have 
considered more than one point 
of view. You must refer to 
religion and belief in your 
answer.    

End of year examination. 



 

 

 

 

AO1 + AO2  
End of Unit Exam  
AO1 + AO2 

AO2 
 
End of Unit Knowledge Test.  
AO1 
 
End of Unit Exam  
AO1 + AO2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Component 1:  Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 
Component one is the compulsory study of religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world. This component consists of four 
distinct themes: 

- Issues of Relationships 
- Issues of Life and Death  
- Issues of Good and Evil  
- Issues of Human Rights 

Component 1 Exam: 2 hour 
Component 1 Weighting: 50% of total marks  

Component 2: Study of Christianity 
Component two is the compulsory study of Christianity. The focus of this component is on the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity. 

Component 2 Exam: 1 hour 
Component 2 Weighting: 25% of total marks  

Component 3: Study of Islam 
Component three is the study of one optional religion, of which we study Islam. The focus of this component is on the beliefs, teachings and 
practices of the chosen world faith.  

Component 3 Exam: 1 hour 
Component 3 Weighting: 25% of total marks  

GCSE: Assessment Structure 



Assessment Objectives 
AO1 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief*, including: Beliefs, practices and sources of authority. -Influence on individuals, 

communities and societies. Similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs. 

AO2 

Analyse and evaluate aspects of religions and belief*, including their significance and influence. *The term ‘belief’ includes religious and non-religious 

beliefs. 

 

 

 

Website Link: What is it?  
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-
gcse/#tab_overview 

 

This is the Eduqas website, it has the specification, past papers and some 
learning resources.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z68sjhv 
 

This is the BBC Bitesize link that is specific for the Eduqas GCSE, it has lot 
of videos, revision notes and quizzes.  

https://request.org.uk/ 
 

This is a Christian website that can help you with component 2 of the 
GCSE.  

https://www.senecalearning.com/en-GB/ 
 

Seneca Learning now has Eduqas revision, completing this will help with 
the GCSE. 

 

RPE Helpdesk 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z68sjhv
https://request.org.uk/
https://www.senecalearning.com/en-GB/

