
OCL History Curriculum 

   
 

 

Paper 1 Migration c800 – 1700 Medieval and Ealy Modern 
 
Key questions to consider for each time period 

1. Why did migration increase? 
2. Were experiences positive, negative or mixed? 
3. How did migration impact culture, trade, government and built environment? 

 
Topic Key knowledge  Cornell 

notes ☑ 
Medieval 
Migration 
c800 – 
1500  
 
 

Reasons: fertile land, growth of towns such as York, wealth to raid, 
invade and settle for Vikings, trading opportunities for merchants, growth 
of the wool and cloth trade, succession crisis after Edward the 
Confessor and the Norman Conquest, invitation by William I of Jewish 
moneylenders, Lombardy bankers. 

 
 
 
 

Experiences: Danelaw support settlement, Norman introduction of the 
feudal system, Jewish settlement in Jewries, growth of anti – Semitism 
due to the Crusades and blood libels with subsequent expulsion under 
Edward I, prosperity of Lombardy bankers and weavers from the Low 
Countries.  
 

 

Impact: cultural impact of Viking and Norman language, Norman castles 
changed the build environment, Jewish money lending supporting 
cathedral building and increased wealth of the monarch, England 
changed from a primary (raw materials) economy to a secondary 
economy (manufactured goods). 

 

Early 
Modern 
Migration 
c1500 – 
1700  

Reasons: many European Protestants fled persecution in Catholic 
European following the Reformation e.g. Huguenots and Palatines, 
England’s global trade increased leading to African and Asian (East India 
Company) migration, Jewish migration increased under Cromwell. 

 

Experiences: dependent on the prosperity migrants brought, e.g. 
Huguenots positive yet Palatines negative, Jewish communities and 
synagogue but still anti – Semitism, persecution of ‘Gypsies’, use of 
Indian and African child servants. 
 

 

Impact: Huguenots increased prosperity through the Bank of England, 
cloth trade and London as an economic centre, Dutch agricultural (the 
Fens) and cultural changes (Art) and the reversal of economic decline in 
Sandwich and Canterbury.   

 


