
 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 2, Question 1 (Challenges of the Human Environment) = 60 marks (Formative and written exam) 

 

Exam 1 - Topic 1 – Urban Issues and Challenges (taught in Autumn1 and 2 Y10) Revised? 
A growing percentage of the World’s population lives in urban areas:  

• global pattern of urban change (inc. distribution of urban areas and cities) 
• urbanisation 
• urbanisation rates in different parts of the World (LICs and HICs) 
• factors affecting the rates of urbanisation – migration and natural increase 
• growth of megacities.  

 

Overview of the distribution of population in the UK, including location of major UK cities. 
Case study: (major UK city): 

• Location and importance of UK city within the UK and wider world. 
• Impacts (+ and -) of national and international migration on the growth in UK city. 
• How national and international migration has changed the character of named UK city  
• How urban change has created opportunities: 

-social and economic: cultural mix, recreation (leisure) and entertainment, employment 
and integrated transport system. 
- environmental: urban greening and more sustainable waste disposal (recycling) 

• How urban change has created challenges: 
-social and economic: urban deprivation, inequalities in housing, education, health and 
employment  
- environmental: dereliction, building on brownfield and greenfield sites, waste disposal 

• The impact of urban sprawl on the rural to urban fringe and the growth of commuter 
settlements  

• An example of urban regeneration scheme (example in UK city) – including reasons why 
the regeneration was needed and the main features of the project. 

 

Case study: Rio de Janeiro (major city in an NEE): 
• Location and importance of Rio de Janeiro regionally, nationally and to the wider world. 
• causes of growth: natural increase and migration 
• how urban growth has created opportunities: 
• social: access to services – health and education; access to resources – water supply, 

energy 
• economic: how urban industrial areas can be a stimulus for economic development 
• how urban growth has created challenges: 
• managing urban growth – slums, squatter settlements 
• providing clean water, sanitation systems and energy 
• providing access to services – health and education 
• reducing unemployment and crime 
• managing environmental issues – waste disposal, air and water pollution, traffic 

congestion. 
• An example of how urban planning is improving the quality of life for the urban poor 

(Favela Bairro Project) 

 

Year 10 Geography - Mid Year Exam Summary Topic List 
 This topic list outlines everything you need to thoroughly revise before your mid-

year geography mock exam.  Start with the areas you are least confident with first 
and then move through to revising those that you are more confident with. 

What do I use to help me revise? 

 This summary list 
 Your geography exercise books with topic/lesson list 
 Knowledge Organiser and flashcards available on MS Teams 


