
Paper 2 – Section A – Urban Issues and Challenges (urban growth in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil)
Where is Rio de Janeiro located?

It is located in _______ -________ Brazil on the ___________ 
Atlantic coastline.

Rio’s population has trebled since 1950.  There are x3 main reasons for this growth:
1. Rural to ___________ migration – migrants are moving in large numbers from areas such as the _______________ Basin in search of better paid _________________ in the secondary and 

_____________ industries.  Employment in _____________areas is often unreliable and poorly paid, such as commercial farming in the Amazon.  
2. ___________________ migration – many migrants have moved to Rio from other countries including __________________ in search of job opportunities.  Brazil was a former Portuguese 

colony so both countries share the same _______________ making it easier for immigrants to find work.
3. High rates of natural ______________ - the average age of Rios’ population is 34 which results in a higher _____________ rate than death rate which causes population growth.

birth    /     rural     /     urban   /       international      /    employment   /      Portugal     /    language      / tertiary    /    Amazon   /     increase
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Importance of Rio de Janeiro Urban growth has created environmental 
challenges which need to be managed…..

Regional (within a large 
area)

National (country)

One of the most popular 
cities in the Southern 

Hemisphere e.g. to visit 
Christ the Redeemer.

Produces 5% of Brazil’s 
GDP e.g. through exporting 

coffee, iron ore etc.

Urban growth has created a wide range of 
social challenges, which include…..
Education Healthcare

________% of children 
drop out of school before 
the age of 14.

_________% of people do 
not have access to a local 
family _______________.

Water Energy

________% of people do 
not have access to clean, 
running water.

People living in favelas 
often illegally tap (steal) 
_____________ which can 
cause blackouts and death.

Crime ________ are high in favelas = people feel _______

Air pollution – caused by 
traffic congestion (high crime 
rates = high car ownership) 

and factories.

Water pollution – 
Guanabara Bay is polluted by 
raw sewage and waste fuel 

from ships.

• City’s population = ____________________
• This makes Rio de Janeiro a _____________ as it has a population of 

over 10 million people.
• Average age of a person living in Rio = 34Po
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International (global)
Secondary industries e.g.  
and tertiary e.g. tourism 

provide jobs for people in 
SE Brazil.

The social challenges are mainly focused in __________ 
which are areas of illegal, ________ quality housing found 
on the outskirts of Rio e.g. on steep hillsides.   This is 
where many migrants first arrive and settle but ________ 
population growth in these areas has created challenges.

Urban growth has created a wide range of social 
opportunities, which include…..

Education Healthcare

Poorer families have been 
given ______  to pay to 
send their children to 
school.

Healthcare teams identified 
and treated ____ different 
diseases in Favela Santa 
Marta.

Water Energy

___ new water treatment 
plants have been built. 

______km of new power 
lines have been installed

More money is beginning to be invested in ____________ 
which involves tackling crime in favelas = people feel safer.

Economic challenges created by urban growth

1. _______% of people in Rio are unemployed, especially 
in the ___________, meaning many live in poverty.

2. Around ______ of people in favelas work in the 
____________ economy which gives them unstable 
income and doesn’t pay _____.

Economic opportunities created by urban growth

1. A growing ______________ sector has resulted in 
investment from TNCs building factories e.g. that 
produce steel from iron ore/ coffee /pharmaceuticals.

2. A growing tertiary sector including retail (shopping) 
and tourism, especially around _____________ beach.

3. Highly paid __________ employment is created by 
large TNCs such as Petrobas which generates tax for 
the Brazilian government.

The economic opportunities in Rio de Janeiro create a 
positive ____________ effect.

Waste disposal – hard to 
access some favelas (steep 

roads, no signage etc) 
rubbish piles up on streets.

Solution – make coastal 
roads one way during rush 

hour and expand metro 
system.

Solution – new biogas plant 
turns waste into energy and 
formally naming and paving 

roads in favelas.

Solution – ships are fined for 
dumping and 12 new sewage 
treatment plants have been 

built.

Managing the growth of slums/squatter 
settlements caused by urban growth.

Improving the quality of life 
for the urban poor = Favela 
Bairro Project (£1 billion)

Two features of the project:
1.

2.

Strengths:
1.

2.

Weaknesses:
1.

2.

Be prepared to evaluate the success of this project – this 
involves explaining the strengths and weaknesses and 

drawing an overall conclusion.

EX

• ______% of Rio’s population live in favelas.
• Rapid population growth and a lack of affordable 

housing has resulted in their growth. 
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