Reading: Remarkable Creatures by Tracy Chevalier (she/her)

The extract below is from the beginning of the novel Remarkable Creatures by
Tracy Chevalier. In this extract, Mary Anning describes her experience of being

struck by lightning and how it connects to the fossils she finds as an adult.
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The lightning killed the woman holding me, and two girls standing next to her, but | survived. They say | was a quiet,

sickly child before the storm, but after it | grew up lively and alert. | cannot say if they’re right, but the memory of that

lighting still runs through me like a shiver. It marks powerful moments of my life: seeing the first crocodile skull Joe

found, and finding its body myself; discovering my other monsters on the beach; meeting Colonel Birch. Other times

I'll feel the lighting strike and wonder why it’s come. Sometimes | don’t understand, but accept what the lightning tells

me, for the lightning is me. It entered me when | was a baby and never left.

| feel an echo of the lightning each time | find a fossil, a little jolt that says, “Yes, Mary Anning, you are different from

all the rocks on the beach.” That is why | am a hunter: to feel that bolt of lightning, and that difference, every day.

Explain how the writer presents Mary Anning’s experience. [30 marks]

A good response will include:

Capital Letters Speech marks Key vocabulary
Full stops Because..., But..., So... Accurate spellings
Accurate sentences Subordinate conjunctions Apostrophes

Write your answer below:







