
Year 7 Heroes 

Greek Myths Antigone 

→ heroes are often brave 
→ tyrants are immoral 
→ over-reaching is often punished  

→ heroes can be rash and hubristic, which causes their downfall 
→ heroes make sacrifices for what they believe in 
→ heroes sometimes have to be defiant and forthright 
+ heroes are often brave 
+ tyrants are immoral 
+ over-reaching is often punished 

 

Year 7 Vocabulary 
HT1 – Greek Myths 
Vocabulary Definition Vocabulary Definition 
mortal 
(adjective) 

If you refer to the fact that people are mortal, you mean that they have to 
die and cannot live for ever. 

moral 
(adjective) 

A moral person behaves in a way that is believed by most people to be 
good and right. 

immortal 
(adjective) 

Someone or something that is immortal will live or last for ever and never 
die or be destroyed. 

stable 
(adjective) 

If something is stable, it is not likely to change or come to an end 
suddenly. 

heroic 
(adjective) 

If you describe a person or their actions as heroic, you admire them 
because they show extreme bravery. 

unstable 
(adjective) 

You can describe something as unstable if it is likely to change suddenly, 
especially if this creates difficulty or danger. 

monstrous 
(adjective) 

If you describe something as monstrous it is huge, powerful or ugly and 
frightening. 

stability 
(noun) 

If something has stability, it is not likely to change or come to an end 
suddenly. 

deceitful 
(adjective) 

Deceitful behaviour is where people deliberately intend to make people 
believe something which is not true. 

instability 
(noun) 

You can describe something as showing instability if it is likely to change 
suddenly, especially if this creates difficulty or danger. 

over-reacher 
(noun) 

If you say that someone is an over-reacher, mean that they try to reach 
something which is beyond their power.  

captivity 
(noun) 

Captivity is the state of being kept imprisoned or trapped. 

protagonist  
(noun) 

A protagonist in a play, novel, or real event is one of the main people in it.  courageous 
(adjective) 

Someone who is courageous decides to do something difficult or 
dangerous, even though they may be afraid. 

antagonist 
(noun) 

Your antagonist is your opponent or enemy. oppress 
(verb) 

To oppress people means to treat them cruelly, or to prevent them from 
having the same opportunities, freedom, and benefits as others. 

disobedient 
(adjective) 

If you are disobedient, you deliberately do not do what someone in 
authority tells you to do. 

emancipate 
(verb) 

If people are emancipated, they are freed from unpleasant or unfair 
social, political, or legal restrictions. 

obedient 
(adjective) 

If you are obedient, you do what someone in authority tells you to do. naive 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone as naive, you think they lack experience and so 
expect things to be easy or people to be honest or kind. 

tyrannical  
(noun) 

You can use tyrannical to refer to someone who treats the people they 
rule over in a cruel and unfair way. 

enchanted 
(verb) 

If you are enchanted by someone or something, they cause you to have 
feelings of great delight or pleasure, almost like being under a spell. 

misogyny 
(noun) 

Misogyny is a strong dislike or hatred of women. superficial 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone as superficial, you disapprove of them because 
they do not think deeply, and have little understanding of anything 



serious or important. 
vengeance 
(noun) 

Vengeance is the act of killing, injuring, or harming someone because they 
have harmed you. 
 

avaricious 
(adjective) 

An avaricious person is very greedy for money or possessions. 

wither 
(verb) 

If someone or something withers, they become very weak. objectify 
(verb) 

If someone objectifies a person, they treat them as though they are a 
lifeless object. 

vain 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone as vain, you are critical of their extreme pride in 
their own beauty, intelligence, or other good qualities. 

exploit 
(verb) 

If you say that someone is exploiting you, you think that they are treating 
you unfairly by using your work or ideas and giving you very little in 
return. 

immoral 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone or their behaviour as immoral, you believe that 
their behaviour is wrong or bad. 

Disloyal 
(adjective) 

Someone who is disloyal to their friends, family, or country does not 
support them or does things that could harm them. 
 

manipulate 
(verb) 

If you say that someone manipulates people, you disapprove of them 
because they skilfully force or persuade people to do what they want. 

Meek 
(adjective) 

If you describe a person as meek, you think that they are gentle and 
quiet, and likely to do what other people say. 
 

solitary 
(adjective) 

A person or animal that is solitary spends a lot of time alone. Idealistic 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone as idealistic, you mean that they have ideals, 
and base their behaviour on these ideals, even though this may be 
impractical. 
 

annihilation 
(noun) 

Annihilation is the total destruction of something or someone.  suppress 
(verb) 

If you suppress your feelings or reactions, you do not express them, even 
though you might want to. 
 

duplicitous  
(adjective) 

Someone who is duplicitous is deceitful, they lie and are two faced.  Pious 
(adjective) 

Someone who is pious is very religious and moral. 
 

cunning 
(adjective) 

Someone who is cunning has the ability to achieve things in a clever way, 
often by deceiving other people. 

compassion 
(adjective) 

Someone who is disloyal to their friends, family, or country does not 
support them or does things that could harm them. 
 

foolish 
(adjective) 

If someone's behaviour or action is foolish, it is not sensible and shows a 
lack of good judgment. 

compliant 
(adjective) 

If you say that someone is compliant, you mean they willingly do what 
they are asked to do. 
 

barbaric 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone's behaviour as barbaric, you strongly disapprove 
of it because you think that it is extremely cruel or uncivilised. 

Ashamed 
(adjective) 

If someone is ashamed, they feel embarrassed or guilty because of 
something they do or they have done, or because of their appearance. 
 

temptation 
(noun) 

If you feel you want to do something or have something, even though you 
know you really should avoid it, you can refer to this feeling as temptation. 

Prudent 
(adjective) 

Someone who is prudent is sensible and careful. 
 

reconciliation 
(adjective) 

Reconciliation between two people or countries who have quarrelled is the 
process of their becoming friends again.  

Allay 
(verb) 

If you allay someone's fears or doubts, you stop them feeling afraid or 
doubtful. 
 



faithful 
(adjective) 

Someone who is faithful to a person, organization, idea, or activity remains 
firm in their belief in them or support for them. 

condemn 
(verb) 

If you condemn something, you say that it is very bad and unacceptable. 
 
If you condemn someone you judge them and give them a punishment.  
 

End of HT1 contemptibl
e 
(adjective) 

If you feel that someone or something is contemptible, you feel strong 
dislike and disrespect for them. 
 

patriot 
(noun) 
 

Someone who is a patriot loves their country and feels very loyal towards 
it 

traitor 
(noun) 

If someone is a traitor, they betray their country or a group of which they 
are a member by helping its enemies, especially during time of war. 

disgrace 
(verb) 

If you say that someone disgraces someone else, you are emphasizing 
that their behaviour causes the other person to feel ashamed. 
 

honour 
(noun) 

Honour means doing what you believe to be right and being confident 
that you have done what is right. 

joyous 
(adjective) 

Joyous means extremely happy. 
 

desolate 
(adjective) 

If someone is desolate, they feel very sad, alone, and without hope. 

Detached 
(adjective) 

Someone who is disloyal to their friends, family, or country does not 
support them or does things that could harm them. 
 

loyal 
(adjective) 

Someone who is loyal remains firm in their friendship or support for a 
person or thing. 

Humble 
(adjective) 

A humble person is not proud and does not believe that they are better 
than other people. 
 

forthright 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone as forthright, you admire them because they 
show clearly and strongly what they think and feel. 

persecute 
(verb) 

If someone is persecuted, they are treated cruelly and unfairly, often 
because of their race or beliefs. 
 
If you say that someone is persecuting you, you mean that they are 
deliberately making your life difficult. 
 

pragmatic 
(adjective) 

A pragmatic person deals with things in a practical or realistic way. 

assert 
(verb) 

If someone asserts a fact or belief, they state it firmly. 
 

provoke 
(verb) 

If you provoke someone, you deliberately annoy them and try to make 
them behave aggressively. 

rejoice 
(verb) 

If you rejoice, you are very pleased about something and you show it in 
your behaviour. 
 

blasphemou
s 
(adjective) 

You can describe someone who shows disrespect for God or a religion as 
blasphemous.  
You can also describe what they are saying or doing as blasphemous. 

myopic 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone as myopic, you are critical of them because they 
seem unable to realize that their actions might have negative 
consequences. 
 

indifference 
(adjective) 

If you are indifferent to something, you don’t care about it 
 

reconciliation 
(adjective) 

Reconciliation between two people or countries who have quarrelled is the 
process of their becoming friends again.  

defiant 
(adjective) 

If you say that someone is defiant, you mean they show aggression or 
independence by refusing to obey someone. 



duty 
(noun) 

Duty is work that you have to do for your job. 
 

proud 
(adjective) 

If you feel proud, you feel pleased about something good that you possess 
or have done, or about something good that a person close to you has 
done. 

provoke 
(verb) 

If you provoke someone, you deliberately annoy them and try to make 
them behave aggressively. 

rash 
(adjective) 

If someone is rash or does rash things, they act without thinking carefully 
first, and therefore make mistakes or behave foolishly. 

elevate 
(verb) 

When someone or something achieves a more important rank or status, 
you can say that they are elevated to it. 

renounce 
(verb) 

If you renounce a belief or a way of behaving, you decide and declare 
publicly that you no longer have that belief or will no longer behave in 
that way. 

noble 
(adjective) 

If you say that someone is a noble person, you admire and respect them 
because they are unselfish and morally good. 

lament 
(verb) 

If you lament something, you express your sadness, regret, or 
disappointment about it. 

passionate 
(adjective) 

A passionate person has very strong feelings about something or a strong 
belief in something. 

foresee 
(verb) 

If you foresee something, you expect and believe that it will happen. 

arrogant 
(adjective) 

Someone who is arrogant behaves in a proud, unpleasant way towards 
other people because they believe that they are more important than 
others. 

retribution 
(verb) 

Retribution is punishment for a crime or sin. 

martyr 
(noun) 

A martyr is someone who is killed or made to suffer greatly because of 
their religious or political beliefs, and is admired and respected by people 
who share those beliefs. 

obligation 
(noun) 

If you have an obligation to do something, you have to do it even if you do 
not want to. 

Beowulf – Term 2 
enduring 
(adjective) 

If something is enduring, it is permanent or lasts for a long time. virtuous 
(adjective) 

A virtuous person behaves in a moral and correct way. 

transient 
(adjective) 

Transient is used to describe a situation that lasts only a short time or is 
constantly changing. 

purify 
(verb) 

If you purify something, you make it pure by removing any harmful, dirty, 
or inferior substances from it. 

stability 
(noun) 

If something has stability, it is not likely to change or come to an end 
suddenly. 

salvation 
(noun) 

The salvation of someone or something is the act of saving them from 
harm, destruction, or an unpleasant situation. 

instability 
(noun) 

You can describe something as showing instability if it is likely to change 
suddenly, especially if this creates difficulty or danger. 

embrace 
(verb) 

If you embrace a change, political system, or idea, you accept it and start 
supporting it or believing in it. 

ostracised 
(verb) 

If someone is ostracised, people deliberately behave in an unfriendly way 
towards them and do not allow them to take part in any of their social 
activities. 

enchanting 
(adjective) 

If you describe something as enchanting, you mean that they are very 
attractive or charming. 

sinful 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone or something as sinful, you mean that they are 
wicked or immoral. 

immoral 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone or their behaviour as immoral, you believe that 
their behaviour is wrong or bad. 

paradise 
(noun) 

According to some religions, paradise is a wonderful place where people 
go after they die, if they have led good lives: a beautiful place of 
perfection. 

suppress 
(verb) 

If you suppress your feelings or reactions, you do not express them, even 
though you might want to. 

wasteland 
(noun) 

A wasteland is an area of land on which not much can grow or which has 
been spoiled in some way. 

extinguish 
(verb) 

If something extinguishes a feeling or idea, it destroys it. 
 
If you extinguish a fire or a light, you stop it burning or shining. 



defile 
(verb) 

To defile something that people think is important means to do something 
to it which is offensive or destroys it.  

underdog 
(noun) 

The underdog in a competition or situation is the person who seems least 
likely to succeed or win. 

fallible 
(adjective) 

If you say that someone or something is fallible, you mean that they are 
not perfect and are likely to make mistakes or to fail in what they are 
doing. 

elevate 
(verb) 

When someone or something achieves a more important rank or status, 
you can say that they are elevated to it. 

idolatry 
(noun) 

Someone who practises idolatry worships idols. 
 

seduced 
(verb) 

If something seduces you, it is so attractive that it makes you do 
something that you would not otherwise do. 

impotent 
(adjective) 

If someone feels impotent, they feel that they have no power to influence 
people or events. 

exalt 
(verb) 

To exalt someone or something means to praise them very highly. 

potent 
(adjective) 

Something that is potent is very effective and powerful. kenning 
(noun) 

A kenning is a compressed form of a metaphor originally used in Anglo-
Saxon and Norse poetry. 
It is an object described in a two-word phrase.  

condemned 
(verb) 

If you condemn something, you say that it is very bad and unacceptable. If 
you condemn someone you judge them and give them a punishment.  

squander 
(verb) 

If you squander money, resources, or opportunities, you waste them. 

brethren 
(noun) 

You can refer to the members of a particular organization or group, 
especially a religious group, as brethren. 

reconciled 
(verb) 

If you are reconciled with someone, you become friendly with them again 
after a quarrel or disagreement. 

sacrifice 
(verb) 

If you sacrifice something that is valuable or important, you give it up, 
usually to obtain something else for yourself or for other people. 

martyr 
(noun) 

A martyr is someone who is killed or made to suffer greatly because of 
their religious or political beliefs, and is admired and respected by people 
who share those beliefs. 

wield 

(verb) 

If you wield a weapon, tool, or piece of equipment, you carry and use it. lament 
(verb) 

If you lament something, you express your sadness, regret, or 
disappointment about it. 

idealised 
(verb) 

If you describe someone or something is idealised, you see them or their 
behaviour as perfect. 

pragmatic 
(adjective)  

A pragmatfic person deals with things in a practical or realistic way. 

Term 3 – A Wrinkle in Time 
Vocabulary Definition Vocabulary Definition 
adequacy 
(noun) 

Adequacy is the quality of being good enough or great enough to be 
acceptable. 

extraordina
ry 
(adjective) 

If someone is extraordinary, they have some extremely good or special 
quality. 

inadequacy 
(noun) 

Inadequacy is the quality of not being good enough or great enough to be 
acceptable. 

enigma 
(noun) 

If something or someone is an enigma, they are mysterious or difficult to 
understand. 

ordinary 
(adjective) 

Ordinary people or things are seen as normal/usual and not special or 
different in any way. 

intentions 
(noun) 

Intentions are the reason/purpose of your attitude or actions.  

comprehend 
(verb) 

If you can comprehend something, you understand it. metamorph
ose 
(verb) 

To metamorphose means to develop and change into something 
completely different. 



misunderstan
d 
(verb) 

If you misunderstand someone or something, you do not understand 
them properly. 

essence 
(noun) 

The essence of something is its basic and most important characteristic 
which makes something what it is. 

ostracised 
(adjective) 

If someone is ostracised, they are sent away and people deliberately avoid 
or exclude them.  

absence 
(noun) 

Someone's absence from a place is the fact that they are not there. 

connected 
(adjective) 

If one thing is connected with another, there is a link or relationship 
between them. 

presence 
(noun) 

Someone's presence in a place is the fact that they are there. 

ambiguous 
(adjective) 

If you something is ambiguous, it is unclear or confusing because it can be 
understood in more than one way. 

verbalise 
(verb) 

If you verbalise your feelings, thoughts, or ideas, you express them in 
words. 

obvious 
(adjective) 

If something is obvious, it is easy to see or understand. naïve 
(adjective) 

If you describe someone as naïve, they lack experience and so expect 
things to be easy or people to be honest or kind. 

conventional 
(adjective) 

Someone who is conventional has behaviour or opinions that thought to 
be ordinary and normal. 

paradise 
(noun) 

You can refer to a place as a paradise if it seems beautiful or perfect. 

unconvention
al 
(adjective) 

If something is unconventional, it is unexpected and different to the 
usual. 

wasteland 
(noun) 

A wasteland is an area of land on which not much can grow or which has 
been spoiled in some way. 

tangible 
(adjective) 

If something is tangible, it is clear enough or definite enough to be easily 
seen, measured or noticed. 

sacrifice 
(verb) 

If you sacrifice something that is valuable or important, you give it up, 
usually to obtain something else for yourself or for other people 

intangible 
(adjective) 

Something that is intangible is hard to see, explain or measure. preserve 
(verb) 

If you preserve something, you take action to save it or protect it from 
damage or decay. 

condemn 
(verb) 

  

If you condemn something, you say that it is very bad and unacceptable.  uniformity 
(noun) 

If there is uniformity in something, the same rules, ideas, or methods are 
applied in all parts of it. 

creativity 
(noun) 

Creativity is the ability to escape traditional or ordinary ideas and invent 
new ideas with imagination. 

pride 
(noun) 

Pride is a feeling good about yourself or something you have done. 

purity 
(noun) 

To have purity is to be clean of anything harmful or sinful. order 
(noun) 

To have order in a situation is for everything to be in the expected place 
or happen at the correct or expected time. 

HT6 
conformity 
(noun) 

If something happens in conformity with something such as a law or 
someone's wishes, it happens as the law says it should, or as the person 
wants it to. 

tyrannical 
(adjective) 

You can use tyrannical to refer to someone who treats the people they 
rule over in a cruel and unfair way. 

deceitful 
(adjective) 

Deceitful behaviour is where people deliberately intend to make people 
believe something which is not true. 

arrogant 
(adjective) 

Someone who is arrogant behaves in a proud, unpleasant way towards 
other people because they believe that they are more important than 
others. 

yield 
(verb) 

If you yield to someone or something, you give up and stop resisting 
them. 

inevitable 
(adjective) 

If something is inevitable, it is certain to happen and cannot be prevented 
or avoided. 

rational Rational decisions and thoughts are based on reason rather than on avoidable Something that is avoidable can be prevented from happening. 



(adjective) emotion. (adjective) 
emotional 
(adjective) 

Something emotional means concerned with emotions and feelings. security 
(noun) 

Security refers to all the measures that are taken to protect a place, or to 
ensure that only people with permission enter it or leave it. 

reliant 
(adjective) 

A person or thing that is reliant on something needs it and often cannot 
live or work without it. 

limiting 
(adjective) 

If something is limiting, it restricts you from a full experience.  

independent 
(adjective) 

If one thing or person is independent of another, they are separate and 
not connected, so the first one is not affected or influenced by the 
second. 

liberating 
(adjective) 

If something is liberating, it provides freedom.  

humble 
(adjective) 

A humble person is not proud and does not believe that they are better 
than other people. 

  

 


