
Y8 Mid-Year Assessment – Student Guidance 
 

The Year 8 Mid-Year Assessment will consist of 5 sections, for which you will be given 50 
minutes to complete. This will be based on the topics you have covered in the Autumn Term. 

You will be expected to know the skills learnt like chronology, centuries and types of evidence.  
 
What will the assessment look like?  
You will be given 50 minutes to answer 5 Sections. You will be assessed on knowledge taught in Autumn 1 
and 2.  
Section 1: Multiple Choice Questions – Short answer questions to test your subject knowledge.      
Section 2: Chronology – Demonstrate an understanding of historical facts and chronology. 
Section 3: Geography – Map skills and placement. 
Section 4: Sources – Show your inference skills to respond to questions about given sources.  
Section 5: Essay – Extended writing, you will be awarded for detail and explanation.  
 
What revision resources are available? 
All students have access to the following resources to aid independent revision: 
Knowledge Organiser 
Exercise books 
Revision lesson in class 
Anthologies for each topic 
PPTS on Teams with links for external web resources. 
Use Cornell notes to make revision notes using the topic checklist. 
 
What content will be assessed? 
You will be expected to respond to topics you have studied in Autumn 1 and 2, this is everything from 
September up to now. See the topic list below to revise using Cornell notes.  
 
AUTUMN 1: Emerging Empires 

The Mughals • What mattered to the Mughals? 
• What mattered to Babur, Humayun, 

Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan? 
• Did the same things matter to Humayun? 
• How different was Aurangzeb to the other 

Mughals? 
The Mayflower • Did the Mayflower land in a ‘New World’? 

• Was the ‘New World’ second hand? 
• Did the passengers on the Mayflower 

really land in a ‘New World’? 
 
AUTUMN 2: Power of the Monarchy 

Monarchy • Does power matter to all rulers? 
• Was King John I an absolute monarch? 
• What was the role of Simon de Montfort? 
• Who was King James I dependent on? 
• Why did King Charles I lose his head? 
• What were the reasons for Charles I’s 

execution? 
• What happened to the monarchy during 

the rule of Cronwell? 
• Was King Charles II an absolute 

monarch? 
• What were the key issues faced by the 

monarchy? 
 



 
What skills do I need? 
The skills you must show in the assessment are those that you have practiced in lessons and developed 
through application/ growth tasks.  
-Knowledge: Key figures, places, dates and events. 
-Chronology: time order and correct use of dates. 
-Geography: Map Skills 
-Source Analysis: Inference and using provenance to make a judgement 
-Historical Argument: using subject knowledge and analytical skills to argue your opinion. 
 

 
 
Will I be assessed on Literacy? 
You must show correct understanding and use of Historical Vocabulary, the key words you have studied 
and used in your lessons.  
You must also use correct spelling, punctuation and grammar.  
 
How should I revise? 
Choose a quiet space to study, free from distractions. Complete regular revision, use the 
questions provided to test your knowledge recall. 

- Re-read your exercise books, anthology, Knowledge organiser and resources on TEAMS. 
- Summarise the topics using the Cornell revision method. 
- Make notes on paper, flashcards, posters to list information as bullet points or create 

mind maps.  
- Review your revision notes, memorise and ask someone to test your knowledge.  
- Complete practice questions including source questions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source Question Tips 
Take time to read and make notes on the sources. Think about the following: 

- What is the message of the source? 
- Is it trustworthy? 
- Who is the source made for? 

Ensure you quote the sources and refer to them in your answers.  
 

GOOD LUCK! 
 


