
Year 8 Conflict 

Romeo and Juliet William Blake / Binti, Nnedi 
Okorafor 

The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner Things Fall Apart 

→ conflict is pervasive and inevitable 
→ subversion and defiance are often 

punished 
→ patriarchal societies are oppressive 
+ heroes can be rash and hubristic, which 

causes their downfall 
+ heroes sometimes have to be defiant 

and forthright 
+ those who seem vulnerable can also be 

potent 
+ over-reaching is often punished 
+ the deaths of heroes are lamented 
+ there is often pressure to conform to 

conventional ways of thinking 

→ we should have 
reverence for nature 
because it is sublime 

→ the innocence of 
children should be 
preserved 

→ literature often 
challenges oppression 

+ tyrants are immoral  
+ there is often pressure 

to conform to 
conventional ways of 
thinking 

+ characters can find it 
difficult to comprehend 
unconventional ideas 

→ characters often 
have to do penance 
for their sins  

→ the supernatural can 
be both enchanting 
and repulsive  

→ characters often 
want to find both a 
sanctuary and 
salvation 

+ we should have 
reverence for nature 
because it is sublime 

+ conflict is pervasive 
and inevitable 

+ heroes can be rash, 
which causes their 
downfall 

→ characters are often destabilised by a lack 
of connection to their identity 

→ colonialism is oppressive and immoral 
→ stereotypes of both masculinity and 

femininity are harmful 
+ conflict is pervasive and inevitable 
+ subversion and defiance are often 

punished 
+ patriarchal societies are oppressive 
+ literature often challenges oppression 
+ ostracising leads to suffering 
+ heroes make sacrifices for what they 

believe in  
+ heroes can be rash and hubristic, which 

causes their downfall 
+ heroes sometimes have to be defiant and 

forthright 
+ those who seem vulnerable can also be 

potent 
+ characters can find it difficult to 

comprehend unconventional ideas  

Year 9 Rebellion 

Othello 
→ characters who are susceptible to corruption are often credulous 
→ malevolence and malignity are sometimes motiveless 
→ manipulation can destabilise the mind 
+ conflict is pervasive and inevitable 
+ subversion and defiance are often punished 
+ patriarchal societies are oppressive 
+ characters often have to do penance for their sins  
+ characters often want to find both a sanctuary and a salvation 
+ stereotypes of both masculinity and femininity are harmful 
+ heroes can be rash, which causes their downfall 
+ heroes sometimes have to be defiant and forthright 
+ heroes make sacrifices for what they believe in 
+ the deaths of heroes are lamented 

 



Year 9 Vocabulary 
Othello 
Vocabulary Definition Vocabulary Definition 
Duplicitous 
(adjective) 

Someone who is duplicitous lies and is two-faced. Malcontent 
(noun) 

You can describe people as malcontents when you disapprove of the 
fact that they are unhappy with a situation and want it to change. 

Credulous  
(adjective) 

If you describe someone as credulous, they are too ready to believe 
what people tell them and are gullible.  

Animalistic 
(adjective) 

If you describe a person or their behaviour as animalistic, you mean 
that they behave like an animal. 

Malevolent  
(adjective) 

A malevolent person deliberately tries to cause harm or evil. Alien 
(adjective) 

If something is alien to you, it is not normal or expected. 

Benevolent  
(adjective) 

If you describe a person as benevolent, they are kind and fair. Alien  
(noun) 

An alien is an insulting word for someone who is not familiar to you. 

Impervious 
to 
(adjective) 

If you are impervious to someone's actions, you are not changed by 
them. 

Controlled  
(adjective) 

Someone who is controlled stops themselves from behaving badly or 
strangely. 

Affected by  
(verb) 

If you are affected by someone’s actions, you are changed by them. Subvert  
(verb) 

To subvert something like a rule or expectation means to destroy its 
power by going against it. 

Dehumanis
e 
(verb) 

If you dehumanise someone, you treat them as less than human. Subversion  
(noun) 

Subversion is the attempt to weaken or destroy a system. 

Defer to  
(verb) 

If you defer to someone, you follow them because you respect them 
or their authority. 

Deceptive 
(adjective) 

If something or someone is deceptive, it encourages you to believe 
something which is not true. 

Stabilise  
(verb) 

If you stabilise someone or something, you make it stable. Fascination  
(noun) 

A feeling of fascination is a feeling of being greatly interested by 
something. 

Destabilise  
(verb) 

If you destabilise something, you make it unstable. Entrance  
(verb) 

If something or someone entrances you, they cause you to feel 
delight and wonder, often so that all your attention is taken up and 
you cannot think about anything else. 

Subservient 
(adjective) 

If you are subservient, you do whatever someone wants you to do. Steadfast  
(adjective)  

If someone is steadfast in something that they are doing, they are 
convinced that what they are doing is right and they refuse to 
change it or to give up.  

Hierarchy  
(noun) 

A hierarchy is a system of organising people into different ranks or 
levels of importance 

Logical  
(adjective) 

Someone who is logical is sensible and thinks carefully about things. 



Reverence  
(noun) 

Reverence for someone or something is a feeling of great respect for 
them. 

Machination 
(noun) 

A machination is a plot or a plan. 

Stereotype  
(noun) 

A stereotype is a fixed general image or set of characteristics that a 
lot of people apply to someone without knowing them. 

Manipulation  
(noun) 

Manipulation is persuading someone to do something they don’t 
want to do forcefully. 

Measured  
(adjective) 

You use measured to describe someone who is careful.  Soliloquy  
(noun) 

A soliloquy is a speech in a play in which an actor or actress speaks 
to himself or herself and to the audience, rather than to another 
actor.  

Hyperbole  
(noun) 

If someone uses hyperbole, they say or write things that make 
something sound much more impressive than it really is. 

Deferential  
(adjective) 

Someone who is deferential is polite and respectful towards 
someone else. 

Contrast 
(noun) 

A contrast is a great difference between two or more things which is 
clear when you compare them. 

Machiavellian  
(adjective) 

If you describe someone as Machiavellian, you are critical of them 
because they often make clever and secret plans to achieve their 
aims and are not honest with people. 

Ecstatic  
(adjective) 

If you are ecstatic, you feel very happy and full of excitement. Complimenta
ry  
(adjective) 

If you are complimentary about something or someone, you say you 
like and admire it or them. 

Knavery  
(noun) 

Knavery is dishonest behaviour. Disguise 
(verb)  

To disguise something means to hide it or make it appear different 
so that people will not know about it or will not recognise it. 

Motive 
(noun) 

Your motive for doing something is your reason for doing it. Objectify  
(verb) 

If you objectify someone, you treat them as an object. 
(Objectification – noun)  

Malignity 
(noun)  

Malignity is being deadly and evil. Cajole 
(verb)  

If you cajole someone into doing something, you get them to do it 
after persuading them for some time. 

Ambiguity 
(noun)  

If you say that there is ambiguity in something, you mean that it is 
unclear or confusing, or it can be understood in more than one way. 
(Ambiguous – adjective) 

Puppeteer  
(noun) 

A puppeteer is someone who controls puppets. 

Susceptible 
to 
(adjective)  

If you are susceptible to something or someone, you are very likely to 
be influenced by them. 

  

Term 2 – Harlem Renaissance 
Mobilise  
(verb) 

If you mobilise people to do something, you succeed in encouraging 
people to take action. 

Inescapable 
(adjective) 

A situation that is inescapable can’t be escaped; it traps you. 

Yield to 
(verb) 

If you yield to someone or something, you stop resisting them. Nostalgic 
(adjective) 

If you feel nostalgic, you think affectionately about experiences you 
had in the past. 



Autonomy 
(noun) 

If a person or group has autonomy, they have the power to control 
what they do. 

Reverence 
(noun) 

Reverence for someone or something is a feeling of great respect for 
them. 

Subjugation  
(noun) 

If there is subjugation of a group of people, they have been totally 
controlled. 

Scorn  
(noun) 

If you treat someone or something with scorn, you show contempt 
or hatred for them. 

Exacerbatio
n 
(noun) 

If there is exacerbation of a problem or bad situation, it is made 
worse. 

Turmoil 
(noun) 

Turmoil is a state of confusion, disorder, uncertainty, or great 
anxiety: chaos. 

Limitless  
(adjective) 

If you describe something as limitless, you mean that there is an 
endless amount. 

Tranquillity  
(noun) 

Tranquillity is a state of calm or quiet. 

Limited  
(adjective) 

Something that is limited is not very great in amount, range, or 
degree. 

Oppression 
(noun) 

Oppression is the cruel or unfair treatment of a group of people. 

Oppression 
(noun) 

Oppression is the cruel or unfair treatment of a group of people. Lack 
(noun) 

If there is a lack of something, there is not enough of it or it does not 
exist at all. 

Elevation  
(noun) 

The elevation of a group of people or an idea is the act of raising it up 
to make it more visible or important. 

Counsel 
 (verb) 
 

To counsel someone is to give someone advice and help with 
their problems, especially as your job 

Prejudiced 
(adjective) 

A person who is prejudiced against someone has an unreasonable 
dislike of them. A person who is prejudiced in favour of someone has 
an unreasonable preference for them. 

Influential 
(adjective) 

Someone who is influential can make other people agree with 
your opinions or do what you want. 

Egalitarian 
(adjective) 

If you are egalitarian you are supporting or following the idea that all 
people are equal and should have the same rights and opportunities. 

Enduring 
(verb) 

If something endures, it continues to exist without any loss in quality 
or importance. 

Dehumanis
ed 
(adjective) 

If someone is dehumanised, they are treated as less than human. Progressive 
(adjective) 

Someone who is progressive or 
has progressive ideas has modern ideas about how things should be 
done, rather than traditional ones. 

Victimised 
(adjective) 

If someone is victimised, they are deliberately treated unfairly. Traditional 
(adjective) 

A traditional person prefers older or better-known methods 
and ideas to modern ones. 

Humanity 
(noun) 

Someone’s humanity is the qualities that make them human, rather 
than an animal. 

Mimic 
(verb) 

If someone or something mimics another person or thing, they try to 
be like them. 

Inhumanity  
(noun) 

Inhumanity is cruelty and a refusal to see others as humans. Glorify 
(verb) 

To glorify something means to praise it or make it seem good or 
special, even if it is not. 

Multitude  
(noun) 

A multitude of things or people is a very large number of them. Critique 
(verb) 

A critique is a written judgment of a situation or of a person's work 
or ideas. 

HT4 
Epitomise 
(adjective) 

Someone who epitomises an idea is the best example of it Catalyse  
(verb) 

If something catalyses something else, it causes it 

Epitome 
(noun) 

Someone who is the epitome of an idea, they are the best example 
of it 

Impervious to 
(adjective) 

If you are impervious to someone's actions, you are not changed by 
them. 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/counsel_1#counsel_1__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/counsel_1#counsel_1__1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/advice
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/help_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/problem
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/especially
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/job_1


Juxtapose 
(verb) 

To juxtapose two things is to put two things together to show how 
they are different. 

Susceptible 
to 
(adjective)  

If you are susceptible to something or someone, you are very likely 
to be influenced by them. 

Conflate 
(verb) 

If you conflate one thing with another thing, you confuse them, 
combining them as one. 

Malignity 
(noun)  

Malignity is being deadly and evil. 

Emasculate 
(verb) 

To emasculate someone is to question their masculinity or to weaken 
them. 

Oppression 
(noun) 

Oppression is the cruel or unfair treatment of a group of people. 

Antithetical 
to 
(adjective) 

Something that is antithetical to something else is the opposite of it. 
Noun – antithesis of 

Desolate 
(adjective) 

If someone is desolate, they feel very sad, alone, and without hope. 
(Noun = desolation) 

Conform to 
(verb) 

If you conform to a rule or idea, you follow it Exploit 
(verb) 

If someone exploits someone else, they treat them unfairly for their 
own gain 

Dispassiona
te 
(adjective) 

Someone who is dispassionate is calm and reasonable, and not 
affected by emotions. 

Dispose of 
(verb) 

If you dispose of something you don’t need or want, you throw it 
away 

Indifferent 
to 
(adjective) 

If you are indifferent to something, you don’t care about it Objectify  
(verb) 

If you objectify someone, you treat them as an object. 
(Objectification – noun)  

Luxuriate 
in 
(verb) 

If you luxuriate in something, you relax in it and enjoy it very much, 
because you find it comfortable 

Callous  
(adjective) 

A callous person is cold-hearted and thoughtless  

Retribution  
(noun) 

If you suffer retribution for an action, you are punished. Villain 
(noun) 

A villain deliberately harms people 

Defiant 
(adjective) 

If you are defiant, you are refusing to obey or follow someone or 
something, often in an aggressive or proud way. 
(Verb – defy) (Noun – defiance) (Adverb – defiantly) 

Victim 
(noun) 

A victim is someone who suffers because of someone or something  
else (verb = victimise) 

Agency  
(noun) 

If you have agency, you have the ability to act independently and 
make your own choices 

Malevolent  
(adjective) 

A malevolent person deliberately tries to cause harm or evil. 

Hubris 
(noun) 

If someone has hubris they have excessive pride or arrogance.  
Adjective – hubristic  

Benevolent  
(adjective) 

If you describe a person as benevolent, they are kind and fair. 

Subservient 
(adjective) 

If you are subservient, you do whatever someone wants you to do. Intractable 
(adjective) 

Intractable problems or situations are very difficult to deal with 

Perpetuate 
(verb) 

If you perpetuate an idea, you spread it and make it continue Elevation  
(noun) 

The elevation of a group of people or an idea is the act of raising it 
up to make it more visible or important. 

Police 
(verb) 

If you police someone, something or somewhere, you control it Critique 
(verb) 

A critique is a written judgment of a situation or of a person's work 
or ideas. 

Victimised 
(adjective) 

If someone is victimised, they are deliberately treated unfairly. Inescapable 
(adjective) 

A situation that is inescapable can’t be escaped; it traps you. 



Term 3 – Anita and Me 
Inevitable 
(adjective) 

If something is inevitable, it is definitely going to happen Proximity to  
(noun) 

Your proximity to something or someone is your closeness or 
nearness to it. 

Other 
(verb) 

To other someone is to treat them as different to your or your group Dispassionate 
about 

Someone who is dispassionate about something is not affected by 
emotions. 

Duplicitous  
(adjective) 

Someone who is duplicitous lies and is two-faced (Noun = duplicity) Compassion 
for 

Someone who shows compassion for someone who is suffering 
shows sympathy, and understanding. 
(Compassionate = adjective) 

Duality 
(noun) 

If you notice there is duality, you notice there are have two sides Compassiona
te 

Someone who is compassionate towards someone who is suffering 
shows sympathy, and understanding. 

Credulous  
(adjective) 

If you describe someone as credulous, they are too ready to believe 
what people tell them and are gullible.  

Enchanted 
(verb) 

If you are enchanted by something, it is like you are under a spell. 
You are transfixed or bewitched.  

Naïve  
(adjective) 

Someone naïve lacks experience and so is not aware of reality Repulsed 
(verb) 

If you are repulsed by something, you think that it is horrible and 
disgusting and you want to avoid it.  

Shrewd 
(adjective) 

Someone shrewd is clever and perceptive; they can understand 
things quickly and easily 

Indifferent to 
(adjective) 

If you are indifferent to something, you don’t care about it 

Defiant 
(adjective) 

If you are defiant, you are refusing to obey or follow someone or 
something, often in an aggressive or proud way. 
(Verb – defy) (Noun – defiance) (Adverb – defiantly) 

Defiant 
(adjective) 

If you are defiant, you are refusing to obey or follow someone or 
something, often in an aggressive or proud way. 
(Verb – defy) (Noun – defiance) (Adverb – defiantly) 

Expose  
(verb) 

If you expose something, you show it. Callous 
disregard for 

If you have a callous disregard for something, you cold-heartedly 
don’t care about it 

Repress  
(verb) 

If you repress a feeling, you push it down. Dispassionate 
about 

Someone who is dispassionate about something is not affected by 
emotions. 

Constrain 
(verb) 
Constraint  
(noun) 

To constrain someone or something is to limit its freedom 
Constraints are limits 

Compassion 
for 

Someone who shows compassion for someone who is suffering 
shows sympathy, and understanding. 
(Compassionate = adjective) 

Banal  
(adjective) 

Something banal is dull and boring (banality = noun) Binary 
opposites 
(noun) 

Binary opposites are two ideas that seem to be the total reverse of 
each other  

Trivial  
(adjective) 

Something trivial seems small and unimportant  Liminal space 
(noun) 

A liminal space is a space (usually uncomfortable) between two 
binary opposites  
(also: liminality) 

Liberate  
(verb) 

To liberate is to free Conceal 
(verb) 

To conceal something is to hide it 

Imprison 
(verb) 

To imprison is to trap Conflate 
(verb) 

If you conflate one thing with another thing, you confuse them, 
combining them as one. 



Altruistic 
(adjective) 

Someone who is altruistic is generous and cares about the happiness 
of others rather than themselves. 
(Altruism = noun) 

Emasculate 
(verb) 

To emasculate someone is to question their masculinity or to 
weaken them. 

Egotistical 
(adjective) 

Someone egotistical is selfish; they think only of themselves and not 
of others 

Antithetical 
to 
(adjective) 

Something that is antithetical to something else is the opposite of it. 
Noun – antithesis of 

Trivialise  
(verb) 

If you trivialise something, you make it seem less significant, 
important or small than it is 

Conform to 
(verb) 

If you conform to a rule or idea, you follow it 

Normalise   
(verb) 

If you normalise something, you make it seem normal and usual Dispassionate 
(adjective) 

Someone who is dispassionate is calm and reasonable, and not 
affected by emotions. 

Glamourise   
(verb) 

If you glamourise something, you make it seem glamourous, 
impressive and desirable 

Indifferent to 
(adjective) 

If you are indifferent to something, you don’t care about it 

Alien 
(adjective) 

If something is alien to you, it is not normal or expected. Juxtapose 
(verb) 

To juxtapose two things is to put two things together to show how 
they are different. 

Alienate 
(verb) 

If you alienate someone, you distance or separate yourself from 
them.  

Impervious to 
(adjective) 

If you are impervious to someone's actions, you are not changed by 
them. 

Alienated 
(adjective) 

If you feel alienated, you feel separated or distanced from someone 
or something 

Susceptible 
to 
(adjective)  

If you are susceptible to something or someone, you are very likely 
to be influenced by them. 

Conflicted   
(adjective) 

If you feel conflicted, you feel trapped between two opposites Malignity 
(noun)  

Malignity is being deadly and evil. 

Compleme
nt    
(verb) 

If one thing or person complements another, it goes well with it Villain 
(noun) 

A villain deliberately harms people 

Incongruou
s   
(adjective) 

If something is incongruous, it is out of place, stands out or doesn’t 
match (it is conflicting) 

Victim 
(noun) 

A victim is someone who suffers because of someone or something  
else (verb = victimise) 

Benevolent  
(adjective) 

If you describe a person as benevolent, they are kind and fair. Malevolent  
(adjective) 

A malevolent person deliberately tries to cause harm or evil. 

 


