
A Midsummer Night’s Dream: Homework tasks 

Here are some options for homework tasks for each of the lessons in this unit 

of work. 

You do not need to use all of these tasks and you do not need to set 

homework every lesson. 

Please refer to your school and department homework policy when setting 

and marking homework tasks.  

1 
Research: Find out more about Shakespeare’s family, including his 

wife and children. 

Creative writing: Create a family tree for William Shakespeare. 

2 
Research: Find out more about Metamorphoses and some of its 

stories.  

Creative writing: Write your own myth about a transformation. 

3 

Extension: Compare life in Elizabethan England to life today. 

Research: Find out about the Lord Chamberlain’s Men – the theatre 

group Shakespeare wrote and acted in. 

Creative writing: Write about your first day as a gong farmer! 

4 

Extension: Write two factual paragraphs on life in Classical Athens. 

Research: Find out more about Classical Athens and Ancient 

Greece. 

Creative writing: Write about a typical day in the life of someone 

living in Classical Athens – similar to the story of the groundling in 

Elizabethan London.  

5 

Extension: Convert Hippolyta and Theseus’ speech into modern 

English. 

Research: Find out more about the history of the Globe Theatre. 

Creative writing: Continue the dialogue between Theseus and 

Hippolyta. 

6 

Extension: Create a family tree of all the characters we have met so 

far. Explain how the characters relate to each other. 

Research: Harsh laws in Ancient Greece came into force because of 

a man called Draco. Find out more about Draco’s life and attitude 

to crime and punishment.  

Creative writing: Imagine you are Hermia. Write a letter to an agony 

aunt explaining your situation and ask for help. 

7 

Research: Theseus was a character in Classical Greek mythology. 

Find out who he was and what he did. 

Creative writing: Imagine you are an agony aunt. Hermia has written 

to you telling of her terrible situation. Write back to her offering 

advice on what she could do.  



8 

Extension: ‘The course of true love never did run smooth’ – can you 

find examples of films, TV shows or songs where this is the case? Do 

any of the films have anything in common? Do any of the songs or TV 

shows have anything in common?  

Research: Many young people elope to Gretna Green in Scotland 

every year. Find out why this is. 

Creative writing: ‘The course of true love never did run smooth’ – use 

this line as a part of a chorus in a love song! 

9 

Extension: In lesson, we wrote our own paragraph about one 

character. Write two more paragraphs about different characters’ 

attitudes toward love. 

Research: Cupid is a popular character in mythology. Find out more 

about who he is, and the stories he has played a part in. 

Creative writing: ‘Love is blind’ – use this as the final line in a ballad 

(love poem) about two lovers who make a surprising couple. 

10 

Extension: Many cultures have traditions for midsummer – why is this 

such an interesting and special time? Find out more about different 

cultural traditions, and explain why you think they are so important.  

Research: Find out more about the Cottingley Fairies – what do you 

think happened? 

Creative writing: Continue the dialogue between Oberon and 

Titania. 

11 

Extension: Convert your modern English version into a poem that 

rhymes. 

Research: Oberon and Puck have been played by many different 

people in many different ways in the past. Research different 

costumes and portrayals of these two characters, and explain which 

ones you think are best, and why. 

Creative writing: Imagine you are Titania. Just like Oberon, you want 

to come up with a plan to fool and trick him. Write what your 

dastardly plan would be! 

12 

Extension: Plays often contain stage directions to tell actors how to 

perform certain lines. Add in stage directions to Act 2, Scene 1, lines 

188–217 (page 22) to make it clear how actors should deliver this 

scene. Teacher to copy extract. 

Research: Many directors have portrayed this scene in a range of 

different ways. Find examples of the play on YouTube, and see how 

other performers act this scene.  

Creative writing: Imagine you are Helena. Write a diary entry 

lamenting how much you wish Demetrius would love you, and how 

jealous you are of Hermia.  

13 
Extension: You have argued that Lysander is more in love with either 

Hermia or Helena. Can you make a case for the other argument? 

Research: Many stories have used a magical love potion in some 



way. Find out some more stories which involve a love potion, and 

what problems love potions can cause in a relationship. 

Creative writing: Hermia has been discarded by Lysander. Imagine 

you are Hermia. Write a letter to Lysander that tries to win him back. 

You may want to remind him of why you ran to the forest in the first 

place.  

14 

Extension: The Mechanicals have a small sub-plot in the story. Read 

Act 1 Scene 2 to find out more about them.  

Research: Bottom’s transformation into a donkey’s head is one of the 

most famous scenes in Shakespeare’s work. Find different examples 

of how different productions have shown the transformation. 

Compare them and explain which one you like the most, and why.  

Creative writing: Pyramus and Thisbe is another story from Ovid’s 

Metamorphoses. Find out about the story and rewrite it in your own 

words.  

15 

Extension: Evaluate your performance in the scene. What were your 

strengths? What can your targets be? How did you work as a group? 

Research: Which actors have portrayed Bottom in the past? Which 

actor do you think was the best?  

Creative writing: Design a set for the production of A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream. 

16 

Extension: Oberon is frustrated at Puck’s carelessness. Read through 

Act 3 Scene 2 from line 88 and find examples of Oberon’s frustration 

and Puck’s delight at causing confusion. 

Research: We see Puck is a mischievous and naughty character. 

Research different play’s portrayals of Puck, including his costume 

and the type of person playing him. Which one do you like the most? 

Why? 

Creative writing: Helena now has her dream – Demetrius loves her! 

But she does not believe it is true as she thinks he is mocking her. 

Write a soliloquy that explores what she is thinking and feeling at this 

point in the play. 

17 

Extension: You have looked at the impact the love potion has had 

on one relationship. Write about how it has had an impact on 

different relationships in the play. 

Research: Mistaken identity is a common theme in Shakespeare’s 

plays. Research the play Twelfth Night and compare how mistaken 

identity is used in comparison with A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  

Creative writing: Hermia and Helena have had a terrible falling out. 

Imagine they go to see a relationship expert who will help them to 

become friends again. Write a script which shows how they discuss 

their problems, and eventually become friends again.  

18 
Extension: Find other quotations from the play that show how harmful 

the love potion can be, and how harmful love can be without the 



potion. Write another paragraph and analyse these quotations. 

Research: ‘Oh, beware, my lord, of jealousy! / It is the green-eyed 

monster which doth mock / The meat it feeds on.’ This is a quotation 

from Shakespeare’s play Othello. Find out more about this play, and 

think how this quotation relates to A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Creative writing: At the start of the play, Demetrius was desperately in 

love with Hermia. Write a speech which is similar to Helena’s where 

he begs her to love him. 

19 

Extension: Take your notes from the discussion points and turn them 

into two or three paragraphs, using relevant quotations from the 

play.  

Research: It is not just Hermia and Helena who were fighting – 

Lysander and Demetrius were also very close to having a violent 

encounter. Read all of Act 3, Scene 2 to find out what happened 

between them. Make notes on what is happening and summarise 

the scene in ten sentences.  

Creative writing: Oberon describes the history of the love potion at 

the start of Act 2. Write a similar introduction to the potion that will lift 

the spell from the lovers.  

20 

Extension: Find another scene in the play – perhaps the scene where 

Titania and Bottom fall in love – and add actors’ notes to it to show 

how they should be portrayed. 

Research: The scripts used by Shakespeare’s actors would have 

looked very different to the ones we use today. Find out more about 

them – they are called ‘cue scripts’. 

Creative writing: Find a performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

online. Write a review of it where you discuss the good and bad 

parts, including the performances, set, costumes and direction.  

21 

Extension: Should we trust Demetrius? Look for evidence throughout 

the play to prove whether or not he is a character we can trust. Write 

two paragraphs that summarise your thoughts. 

Research: There are many stories where lovers have to go against 

their family. Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is one of them. 

Research this play, and find three other modern films which have 

been influenced by Romeo and Juliet. 

Creative writing: Imagine you are Helena. Demetrius has just 

declared his love for you. Write a speech where you declare your 

love back to him. Try to use Shakespearean language. 

22 

Extension: Decide which character you think has the worst situation 

because of the love potion. Look for evidence throughout the play 

to explain your answer.   

Research: There was often a dance at the end of plays in the 

Elizabethan era. It was called a jig. Find a video of this online and 

explain why these took place.  



Creative writing: Imagine you are in the audience and have just 

watched A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Write a review of the play, 

including the parts you enjoyed the most. 

23 Assessment preparation 

24 Assessment preparation 

 


