
History Knowledge Organiser: Early Modern England (Tudors & Stuarts)
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1534 –
Henry VIII replaces the Pope 

as head of the Church of 
England (Protestantism)

1588 – England 
defeats the Spanish 

Armada

1606 –
The Gunpowder 

Plot

1642-46 –
The English Civil War

1649 –
Charles I is executed

1660 – Charles II is King & 
the monarchy is restored

Mid 1700s –
The Industrial Revolution 

begins

Key Words
Monarch – The King or Queen
Coronation – The day that the 
monarch is first crowned
Civil War – when a country 
fights itself
Agriculture – to do with farming
Gentry – the rich, who owned 
land
Labourers – the poor of England 
who worked hard for their living
Catholics – Religion where the 
Pope is the leader of the Church
Protestants – Religion where the 
monarch is the leader of the 
Church
Puritans – extreme Protestants
Harvests – crops that have 
grown and are picked 
Vagrants – Poor, homeless 
people
Poverty – Being poor
Cavaliers – soldiers in the Civil 
War fighting on King Charles I’s 
side
Roundheads – soldiers in the 
Civil War fighting on 
Parliament’s side
Execution – The death penalty 
being issued
Lord Protector – the title that 
Oliver Cromwell gave himself, 
instead of King, after Charles I’s 
execution

1666 –
The Great Fire of London

The Gentry – owned land, and are considered 
gentlemen. Often used to enforce law within 
their villages. Not as much wealth or power as 
Dukes and Earls

The Middling Sort – Often farmers or skilled 
workers called ‘artisans’ who owned some land. 
Comfortable houses but not as much luxury as 
the Gentry

The Labouring Poor – Worked for very low 
wages, usually on farms. Work was seasonal,
which often meant that they starved if harvests 
were poor.

The People

Henry VIII – Reigned 1509 – 1547. 
Six wives: Catherine of Aragon, Anne 
Boleyn, Jane Seymour, Anne of Cleves, 
Catherine Howard, Catherine Parr 
(divorced, beheaded, died, divorced, 
beheaded, survived).
He created the Church of England 
(Protestant) when the Pope (Catholic) 
wouldn’t allow him to divorce Catherine of 
Aragon. He followed Martin Luther’s ideas 
that the Catholic Church was corrupt, and 
put himself as head of the Church of 
England.
He had three children: Mary I, Elizabeth I 
and Edward VI

1547 – Henry VIII dies, 
Edward VI becomes King

1553 – Edward VI  dies, 
Mary I becomes Queen

1558 – Mary I dies 
Elizabeth I becomes Queen 

Edward VI – Reigned 1547 – 1553. Became King aged 9. His 
advisors told him what to do. He changed the look of religion in 
England completely. Church services were done in English, not 
Latin and Churches became much more simple, not grand and 
luxurious.
Mary I – Reigned 1553 – 1558. Returned England to 
Catholicism. Married King Philip II of Spain (also Catholic). She 
had 284 Protestants burned to death. This earned her the title 
of ‘Bloody Mary’.

Elizabeth I – Reigned 1558 – 1603. 
Daughter of Anne Boleyn, Protestant. 
Religious Settlement: moderate. Meaning 
that people should be outwardly Protestant 
but if they were a Catholic at home then she 
would turn a blind eye.
There were some Catholic extremists, who 
plotted against Elizabeth, and some 
Protestant extremists (called Puritans) who 
thought she wasn’t strict enough. 
Catholic plotters believed that Mary, Queen 
of Scots should be on the throne, and 
wanted to kill Elizabeth . MQS was involved 
in the Babington Plot in 1586 and was 
executed for her involvement. 
In 1588, King Philip of Spain sent the 
Spanish Armada. England’s best sailors (like 
Walter Raleigh and Francis Drake) knew that 
they must fight the Spanish at sea. If they 
reached land, they would completely 
outnumber the English army. Through a 
mixture of bad weather, great skill and ships 
which were easier to control, the English 
won.

Gunpowder Plot – 5th November 1605
A group of Catholic plotters, led by Robert Catesby, tried 
to blow up the Houses of Parliament, to kill the Protestant 
King: James I. Guido (Guy) Fawkes, was their explosives 
expert. The plot was unsuccessful & the barrels were 
discovered under in the cellar. The plotters were captured, 
tortured and executed. Historians debate whether the 
whole thing was set up as an example to Catholics in 
England, that James would not tolerate plotters.

Civil War: 1642-1646–
Charles I gets off to an unpopular start by marrying a 
Catholic, and raising taxes which Parliament have told him 
he can’t do. 
Although he is Protestant, Charles begins making the 
Church much more Catholic again and tries to rule over 
Scotland, too. 
In 1642, Charles tries to arrest five MPs. In response, 
Parliament take control of the army and Charles declares 
war. 
Civil War sees Royalists or ‘Cavaliers’ fighting on behalf of 
the King and Parliamentarians or ‘Roundheads’ fighting 
on behalf of Parliament. They formed the New Model 
Army which was well equipped.
Charles lost and was put on trial in 1649, where he was 
executed on 30th January 1649.


