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Key Words
Anti-Semitism – Beliefs against 
Jewish people/Judaism.
Propaganda– Biased 
information, used to promote a 
cause.
Indoctrinate – To teach 
someone to accept things 
without challenging them.
Holocaust– Destruction or 
slaughter on a mass scale.
Dictatorship – A ruler with total 
control over a country.
Democracy – government 
including the whole population 
through elected candidates.
Chancellor – Second in 
command in Germany.
Genocide – Deliberate killing of a 
large group of people (typically 
ethnically or religiously 
motivated
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The Nazis wanted women to be housewives and mothers 
and introduced incentives to encourage this: loans that 
would get paid off if you had 4 children and medals for 

women having 4, 6 or 8 children.

Jews didn’t all accept Nazi rule. There were many examples of 
how they resisted, both violently and passively. Some took up 

arms against the Nazis which weren’t very successful but others 
resisted by writing anti-Nazi graffiti or painting symbols of 

Judaism and having it around their homes.

1914 – Hitler 
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Goebbels began to introduce 
increasingly anti-Semitic propaganda 

and the SA was used to encourage 
Germans to boycott Jewish 

businesses. In 1935 the Nuremberg 
Laws were introduced which forbade 

relationships between Jews and 
Germans and took away their 
citizenship. Later, Jews were 

rounded up into ghettos in appalling 
conditions where many died. 

The League of Nations was set up after the Treaty of 
Versailles in order to discuss problems, rather than 

fighting about them. Germany was not allowed to join. 
Its’ headquarters were in Geneva, Switzerland. Around 40 

countries joined immediately. 
If one nation declared war on another, all other nations 

would stop trading with them immediately. 
They would also work together to improve crime, working 

conditions and to fight disease.
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Hitler was born in Austria in 1889. He failed his exams and 
his Mum died when he was 17. He then left Austria and 

travelled to Vienna looking for work. 
He was frequently homeless. He was refused entry to art 
school and made money selling postcards on the street. 

His anti-Semitic ideas began to grow at this point.
In WWI he became a messenger and was awarded two 

Iron Crosses for bravery.
He got involved in the National Socialist Party after WWI 

and was leading it by 1921. He tried to gain power 
violently in the Munich Putsch but failed. Throughout the 
next decade he tried to get power politically and became 

Chancellor in 1933.

Hitler knew that children could be easily 
manipulated. Schools were changed to ensure 
that boys studied lots of PE, Science & Maths 
to prepare them for the military. Girls were 
taught home skills – cookery & needlework, 

with basic maths needed for shopping. 
Textbooks were re-written to blame Jews for 

Germany’s recent history. Children were 
encouraged to attend the Hitler Youth.

Reinhold Hanning was an SS guard 
during the Holocaust. He worked at 
Auschwitz. In 2016, he was charged 
with the murder of at least 170,000 

people. Hanning was one of the guards 
who met the prisoners off of the cattle 
trucks. He helped to decide who was 

sent to the gas chambers (around 90% 
of the people) and who was sent to do 

hard labour (around 10%).
Hanning died in 2017 at 95 years old, 
but was convicted of his crimes. As a 

jury had not yet ruled on his appeal, he 
had not served any of his prison 

sentence.

At the Wannsee Conference on 
20th January 1942, leading 
members of the Nazi Party 

agreed that they were going to 
start exterminating Jews. After 
that, concentration camps, like 
Auschwitz, were changed from 
labour camps to extermination 

camps, where Jews were 
gassed in mass numbers. In 

total, it was is estimated that 
over 6 million Jews were 

gassed and over 11 million 
people in total were killed in 

Concentration Camps.

1939 – WWII 
begins

Nazi Germany: Women

The Final Solution

1910 19401930

1936 –
Olympic 
Games

1942 – Final 
Solution 
agreed

Reinhold Hanning

Ian Kershaw The Hitler Myth 
(2001)

“Hitler had a deep-seated, lasting 
sense of revenge—something 

you don’t come across in history 
too often.” 

AJP Taylor 1967
The Nazi Party was ‘a man bent 

on success on the one side, and a 
group of politicians without ideas 

or principles on the other’.
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