
The Women's Land Army was set up in 

June 1939 and by September it had 

over 1,000 members. By 1941, its 

numbers had risen to 20,000 and, at 

its peak in 1943, over 80,000 women 

classed themselves as 'Land Girls'. 

Numbers did not rise after that, as 

women were needed to make aircraft 

and were encouraged to take up 

factory work instead. 

 

Women joined the Land Army from all 

backgrounds, a third coming from 

London and other large cities. Farm 

work was hard, and the women did all 

sorts of jobs including hoeing, 

ploughing, hedging, turning hay, lifting 

potatoes, threshing, lambing and 

looking after poultry. A thousand women were employed as rat catchers. Six 

thousand women worked in the Timber Corps, felling trees and running sawmills. 

About a quarter were employed in milking and general farm work. 

 

The Women's Land Army had a uniform - green jerseys, brown breeches, brown 

felt hats and khaki overcoats. However, the Land Army was not a military force 

and many women did not wear the uniform. Some women lived in hostels but 

most lived on individual farms. Conditions were often poor and pay was low but 

many women enjoyed the work. The Women's Land Army remained in existence 

until 1950.  

 

1  Why did the government want women to join the Women's Land Army? 

2  Do you have any comments about the way this poster is designed? For 

example do you think it provides a truthful picture of work on the land? 

3  Would you have wanted to work as part of the Land Army?  Which job would 

you have liked least eg rat catcher? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

How does this article describe the attitude of Britons to the war? 

Why was the land army so important to the war effort? 

 



 

 

1 Who do you think is the author of this poem? What text in the poem tells 

you that? 

2 What is the message the poem is trying to convey? 

3 Write your own poem to describe the women who fought in the war. 

 

 

 



 

 

1 What style is this piece of writing, eg story, diary? 

2 How much were women aged 17 and 18 paid? 

3 How much more were women over 18 paid and why do you think that was? 

4 Who do you think the author of this letter was? 

 


