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Numbers in brackets show the number of correct answers for each question. 

1) Which statements about ‘Wherever I hang’ are correct? (3) 

a) The poet leaves her home, people and the sun.  

b) In the sky, the poet sees The London Eye.  

c) Grace Nichols compares people coming out of the underground to beans.  

d) The poet takes pictures in the snow amongst the pigeons.  

e) The whole experience was a dream.  

 

2) Here is a quotation from the poem: ‘I don’t know really where I belaang’. Which 

explanations of this quotation are correct? (2) 

a) Nichols feels that she is at home in more than one place. 

b) Nichols feels at home in Guyana and Britain because the weather is similar. 

c) Nichols uses dialect to suggest that she hasn’t fully left behind her Guyanese identity.  

d) Nichols returns to Guyana because she doesn’t feel at home in England.  

e) Nichols stays in Britain because she hates Guyana. 

 

3) What is exciting about the journey of the night mail? (2) 

a) It drives past sheep, dogs and birds. 

b) It is like a gigantic chessman 

c) The train moves like an angry animal.  

d) The train brings news from those that live far away. 

e) The train brings stories of ‘terrifying monsters’.   

 

4) Which comparative statements about ‘Wherever I hang’ and ‘The Night Mail’ are 

correct? (3) 

a) Auden uses lists in the poem to show how boring the train’s journey can be.  

b) Both Nichols and Auden write about physical journeys that have an emotional 

impact on people.  

c) Nichols writes about the hostility of people on the underground.  

d) Both Auden and Nichols compare the people on the train to beans. 

e) Nichols expresses how travel can make her feel different to others, whereas Auden 

shows how journeys can unite people from far away. 

 

5) Which statements about ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ are correct? (2) 

a) The poet was a slave owner in Oklahoma. He wrote the poem to keep his slaves busy 

and distracted.  

b) ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ is based on the story of Elijah in the Old Testament.  

c) The poem describes a future when slaves will be freed and when they look forward to 

being in heaven.  

d) The moral of the poem is that slaves should not hope for a better life.  

e) There are examples of hyperbole in the poem.  
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6) Which comparative statements about ‘Wherever I Hang’ and ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ 

are correct? (2) 

a) Both poets write about travelling to London. 

b) Both Nichols and Willis write about physical journeys.  

c) Both poets use the Bible to describe the importance of their journeys.  

d) Nichols changes her spiritual outlook on life because of the physical journey, whereas 

Willis believes his physical life will change after a spiritual experience.  

e) Both poets say that their journeys have transformed their lives for the better.  

 

7) Which statements are true of The Night Mail? (2) 

a) This is a poem about the thrill and majesty of powerful machines. 

b) This poem is about a dream of hope after oppression. 

c) In this poem, the poet sees heaven as being home.  

d) In this poem, the poet cannot decide where home is. 

e) This poem is about the longing people have for communication with others. 

 

8) Which statements are true of ‘Wherever I hang’? (2) 

a) In this poem, the poet sees heaven as being home.  

b) In this poem, the poet cannot decide where home is. 

c) This poem is about the longing people have for communication with others. 

d) This poem is about the confusion of belonging to two different cultures 

e) This poem is about a dream of hope after oppression.  

 

9) Which statements are true of ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot?’ (2) 

a) In this poem, the poet sees heaven as being home.  

b) In this poem, the poet cannot decide where home is. 

c) This poem is about the longing people have for communication with others. 

d) This poem is about the confusion of belonging to two different cultures 

e) This poem is about a dream of hope after oppression. 

 

10) Which words best describe the train in ‘The Night Mail’? (2) 

a) Thrilling 

b) Boring 

c) Dependable 

d) Weak 

e) Quiet 


