
 
 

 

 

Information Box 1 

Due to their being high numbers of 

volunteers, the War Office could use 

the Home Guard to guard railway 

points, road crossings, important 

buildings, and be used for sentry duty. 

This allowed the regular army to be 

deployed where they might be needed.  

Information Box 2 

The Home Guard were recruited in 

local areas, and this would be their 

area of patrol. This meant that they 

had local knowledge of their 

surroundings.  

If Britain where to be invaded, one of 

their jobs was to blackout the 

signposts.  

Information Box 3 

For most of 1940 there was a serious 

lack of supplies. There were no 

uniforms or weapons. The regular army 

had abandoned most of its equipment 

when they evacuated Dunkirk. Many 

Home Guard companies were 

encouraged to improvise and make 

their own, homemade, weapons. A lot 

of the weapons that they used were 

from WWI.    

Information Box 5 

There were many Home Guard units 

recruited around the coasts of 

England. Apart from looking out for an 

invasion, they also watched the skies 

for enemy air raids or airborne 

invasion.   

Information Box 4 

The Home Guard recruited men aged 

17 to 65. Most men aged 18 to 40 were 

already in the regular army. Most of 

the Home Guard members were ex-

soldiers from WWI and men who were 

not fit enough, too young or too old to 

join the regular army.  

Information Box 6 

A lot of the Home Guard soldiers were 

only part time. Many had day jobs and 

would go on patrol at night. This meant 

that during the day there was a lack of 

soldiers on duty.  



 
 

Use the information, and your own understanding, to help you answer the questions below. 

Remember to write in full sentences. If you wish you can use the sentence starter, found 

after each question, but you might want to create your own.  

1.  Who were the Home Guard and what was their main role? The main role of the Home 

Guard was… 

2.  Is their role the same as the regular or real army? (Explain your answer) Their role 

was… 

3. What problems did the Home Guard face? The problems faced by the Home Guard 

were… 

4.  How could these problems affect their effectiveness as a fighting unit? These 

problems could affect their effectiveness… 

5.  What were the advantages of the Home Guard? The advantages of the Home Guard 

were… 

6.  The vast majority of the Home Guard members were volunteers; does this suggest 

that they were ready to fight for their country? Many members of the Home Guard 

were volunteers… 

7. It has been suggested, by some historians, that the Home Guard was not a real army. 

Assess the accuracy of this statement; consider everything that you have seen/read 

today.  From the information it would appear that… 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


