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1) What is the extended metaphor in ‘The Road Not Taken’? (1) 

a. The woods are frightening to travel down. 

b. The writer is unable to choose a road that morning. 

c. Choosing a road to walk down is like the choices you will face in life. 

d. The speaker regrets the life choices they made. 

e. The roads represent people the poet has known. 

 

2) Which of these interpretations of ‘The Road Not Taken’ are accurate? (4) 

a. The poem teaches us that in the end, it does not matter which road you decide 

to take.  

b. The poem is an extended metaphor for all of life’s decisions and how they impact 

us. 

c. The poem is a celebration of individualism: we should be proud of the decisions 

we make for ourselves.  

d. The poem is just about a walk in the woods and choosing between two possible 

routes. 

e. The poem teaches us that you should always regret bad decisions in your life.  

 

3) How is the relationship between the speaker and the father presented in ‘My Father 

Thought It’? (2) 

a. The father and son have a close relationship: they communicate well. 

b. The father is critical of the son’s decision to get a piercing. 

c. The son doesn’t understand the father’s point of view. 

d. It is painful to reflect on our past. 

e. The son makes a bad decision because the piercing becomes infected.  

 

4) A student needs to answer this question: 

Compare how poets reflect on journeys in ‘The 

Road Not Taken’ and ‘My Father Thought It’. 

Which of these comparative statements are accurate? (2) 

a. Both Frost and Armitage are introspective about a decision they made in the past.  

b. Both poets recall the pain their journeys caused them. 

c. Both poets are confident they made the right decisions in the past.  

d. Frost reflects on the impact that a single decision can have on a whole life, and 

Armitage focusses on the way a decision affected his relationship with his father. 

e. Both poets talk about their relationships with their fathers.  

 

5) Which sets of words describe the speaker in ‘The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock’? (1) 

a. strong, smart, young, brave 

b. decisive, certain, clear, demanding 

c. romantic, definite, Modernist, passionate 

d. uncertain, kind, timid, distracted 

e. cheap, sleazy, offensive, gross 
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6) Why is the speaker’s journey in ‘The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock’ unsuccessful? (3) 

a. Prufrock’s journey is unsuccessful because he doesn’t go anywhere. 

b. Prufrock’s journey is unsuccessful because he is old and no one wants to marry 

him.  

c. Prufrock’s journey is not successful because he is timid and keeps repeating 

himself. 

d. Prufrock’s journey is unsuccessful because of the bad weather. 

e. Prufrock’s journey is unsuccessful because he procrastinates. 

 

7) Which statements about Modernist poetry are correct? (2) 

a. Modernist poetry often breaks traditional poetic rules. 

b. Modernist poems often begin by invoking a poetic muse 

c. Modernist poems often end with the marriage of two of the characters 

d. Modernist poems often end with the death of all the characters 

e. Modernist poems often lack a clear narrative structure 

 

8) Which statement about ‘The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock’ is correct? (1) 

a. This poem is a traditional love poem.  

b. There are no metaphors in this poem. 

c. This poem is about a son who rebels against his father. 

d. This poem is about the confusion of belonging to two different cultures 

e. This speaker in the poem is confused and uncertain about how he should 

behave.  

 

9) Which sentences are correct? (3) 

a. Procrastination is when you are confused about something.  

b. Procrastination is when you put things off. 

c. The teenager in ‘My Father Thought It’ procrastinates when he has his ear 

pierced. 

d. The speaker in ‘The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock’ procrastinates when he fails to 

ask the woman he loves to go on a date with him. 

e. My friend doesn’t get the grades he deserves because when it comes to doing 

his homework he always procrastinates. 

 

10) Which words best describe the teenager in ‘My Father Thought It’? (2) 

a. Rebellious 

b. Obedient 

c. Regretful 

d. Thoughtful 

e. Impulsive 


