
The Changing UK economy

In 1800 the UK had a pre-industrial economy with few 
factories.  Most people (75%) made a living in primary 
industry, particularly farming.  
There were few services because many people were poor 
and couldn’t afford them. 

Use figure 1 and your own knowledge to explain 
changes in UK employment structure over time

By 1900 the Industrial revolution meant that most people 
(55%) migrated to urban areas to work in factories. A slight 
increase in their wealth meant more services like shops 
were needed to buy food they now longer grew themselves 

By 2006 the UK was a post-industrial economy.  People 
are more wealthy so 74% of people work in tertiary jobs 
supplying services to others.
Only 15% work in secondary because many factories 
have closed down due to cheap competition from abroad 

Primary

Secondary

Tertiary

Quaternary

Collecting natural resources 
e.g. farming and mining

Using resources to make 
things e.g. manufacturing

Providing services to people 
e.g. retail and teaching

High tech and information 
based industry e.g. aerospace



Why did De-industrialisation occur in  the UK

Many older industries like textiles had 
outdated machinery so couldn’t make 
products as cheaply as companies abroad so 
lost business, profits and shut down.

NEE’s like China pay their workers less so the 
cost of making products is cheaper.  They can sell 
their products cheaply and still make profit.
This put many factories out of business in the UK

Machines like robots have taken over the jobs 
that used to be done by people e.g. cars 

De-industrialisation
The decline in secondary industry and growth of tertiary and  quaternary 
industry is known as de-industrialisation.  We are a post-industrial economy

The Government decided to shut down 
Government owned traditional industries that 
were unprofitable e.g. coal mining



Effects of de-industrialisation
Social and economic

Environmental

High unemployment in old industrial and 
mining areas e.g. The North of England and 
Wales

A shift in economic growth and employment 
to tertiary and quaternary jobs

A North South divide in wealth as the South 
becomes more wealthy and the Old industrial 
North suffers decline 

Dereliction and urban decay in old industrial 
parts of cities

Regeneration of old brownfield sites for new 
uses e.g. Harbourside for tourism



Primary industry

Tertiary industry

Secondary industry

Quaternary industry

A post industrial economy

Primary employment is declining
because of use of machinery like tractors 
instead of people to do jobs

Secondary employment is declining

Machines do peoples jobs

Quaternary employment is growing

People in richer countries demand more services
Tertiary employment is growing

Improvements in technology, particularly 
computers means high tech industry can grow

Thousands of coal mines have been closed
Foreign competition puts people out of 
business

Wealthy countries provide more services e.g. NHS

The UK economy and employment 
structure is still changing



Use Figure 1 to describe the location of 
high tech industry in the UK

Largely along major motorways connecting 
with London

For example the M4 corroder between Cardiff 
and London and M11 corridor between 
Cambridge and London

One area in Southern Scotland called Silicon 
Glen between Glasgow and Edinburgh



Quaternary (high tech) industry – Cambridge

Factor 1 – Near 
Cambridge university

Factor 2 – Near Cotswold 
hills and many beautiful 

villages

Factor 3 – Near similar 
high tech industries

Factor 4 – Near 5 
major airports 

including Heathrow

Lots of highly 
educated and 
trained workers live 
nearby.  Good links 
for research and 
development

Can share research 
and ideas to 
improve products

Can attract the best 
quality workers due 
to the pleasant 
environment and 
living conditions

Good accessibility 
so that you can 
easily attend lots of 
overseas business 
meetings

Factor 5 – Near the M11 
motorway

Good access to London 
and other major cities for 
high quality employees

Examples for Cambridge 
Science Park



Use Figure 1 to explain why Bristol is 
an important UK location for high 

tech industry [6 marks]

Bristol university and UWE specialise in 
degrees in high tech engineering.  
Companies can work in partnership with 
students to research and develop new 
products, increasing profits. 

Nice environment close to the countryside 
e.g. Mendip hills provides an attractive 
living environment for workers.  
Businesses here can attract the best 
people to work for them. 

Good accessibility to London along the M4 
allows easy access for commuters living in 
places like Swindon and Bath to get to work 
and for business meetings in the capital.



Using an example explain the 
location of modern science and 

Business parks [6 marks]  M4 Motorway

A4174 Ring Road

Spacious environment close to the 
countryside provides an attractive 
working environment and room for 
expansion.  Businesses here can 
attract the best people to work for 
them and have room to expand in the 
future.

Good accessibility to London along 
the M4 and via Bristol Parkway 
allows easy access for commuters 
living in places like Swindon and 
Bath to get to work and for 
business meetings in the capital.
The ring road allows easy access to 
work without the congestion of the 
city centre



Due to de-industrialisation he UK has a North South divide.  
The North has …..

Higher unemployment

Lower average wages

Lower life expectancy

Lower house prices

Lower Government spending

SOLUTIONS

Improved transport links 
encourages trade, and business 
to locate in the North

Rail – HS2 (high speed rail link) 
between London and Sheffield
International  Trade  – Liverpool 2 
dock attracts imports and exports

Roads – Motorway improvements 
e.g. M62 make the north more 
accessible for business to locate

Enterprise zones in deprived areas 
attract businesses to locate

Help to buy machinery

Help with staff training costs

Business tax discounts

This is because of de-industrialisation of old industries like iron and 
steel and textiles in industrial cities in the North like Manchester, 
Sheffield and Leeds where raw materials were located, creating 
high unemployment

This is also because of the growth of high tech and tertiary 
industries like finance and engineering in the South and East, 
which don’t rely on raw materials generating jobs and wealth



UK transport improvement strategies

Improved transport links improve accessibility and encourages trade, business and jobs 
to locate in the North, and elsewhere in the UK helping to reduce the North South divide

Rail

Roads

Ports

Air

HS2 – A new high speed link between 
London and the North

Electrification of many existing rail routes 

Improves commuter and business 
travel times between the North and 
London attracting people and business 
further North.

1300 new motorway miles created  

New SMART motorways  

Motorway improvements in the North e.g. 
M62  

Better accessibility, less congestion and 
faster travel times attract businesses to 
locate away from the South, creating jobs.  

New Liverpool 2 deep water container 
handling port  

Attracts international import and export 
trade  creating a  multiplier effect with 
business like distribution and 
warehousing.

Proposed 3rd runway at Heathrow  

Attracts more tourist and business travel 
creating thousands of airport related jobs  



Solid Industrial waste

Toxic chimney fumes Liquid industrial waste

Road haulage transport

Industrial pollution 
and sustainable 

solutions

Industrial 
pollution globally 
contributes to 9 

million deaths per 
year.  6 million of 
these deaths are 
from air pollution

Cause: Toxic fumes from industrial processes
Effect: Water pollution kills river bio-diversity

Solution: Technology to remove toxins from air

Cause: Exhaust fumes from road haulage lorries

Effect: Ground water and soil pollution from leachates
Solution: Recycling of industrial waste

Cause: Toxic pollution discharged into rivers
Effect: Climate change and health problems

Solution: Heavy fines if caught polluting rivers

Cause: Industrial waste dumped in landfill Effect: Particulates = health problems, Co2 = 
climate change
Solution: Greater use of rail and sea transport



Use an example to demonstrate how modern industry can be more sustainable [6 marks]

Torr quarry is a huge limestone quarry in the Mendip hills that 
produces 5 million tonnes of rock for road building and construction.  
The business is sustainable in many ways.
Areas of the quarry no longer used are landscaped and restored and 
the whole quarry will become a wildlife lake when quarrying finishes.

This is environmentally sustainable because it will provide a wetland 
habitat increasing aquatic bio-diversity, and socially sustainable as it 
will become a local water supply and a place of leisure and recreation 
improving quality of life for locals.

Blasting is only allowed between 7-12am Monday to Friday and the 
site is constantly sprayed with water to reduce dust.

Finally, most rock is transported by train from a local station.  

This is socially sustainable as most people are at work so noise 
pollution from explosions is less of a problem, and also keeping dust 
down helps to reduce mess, and maintain air quality in dry conditions.  

This is sustainable because it reduces air pollution from lorries 
improving public health, and means less co2 and nitrous oxide are 
produced from exhausts minimising their effect on climate change.

Torr quarry – Mendip hills



Rural decline – Outer Hebrides Rural growth – Cambridge 
countryside

Who’s leaving?

Why?

Effects on area

Who’s arriving?

Why?

Effects on area

Populations in remote rural 
areas are in decline whereas 
populations in accessible 
rural areas are increasing

Commuters to Cambridge and London

Wealthy retired people

European farm workers
Few well paid career opportunities for working age 
people apart from tourism and farming
Lack of nearby further education opportunities
Lack of entertainment for young people and lack of 
services like large hospitals
Remote with a very wet climate

Working age families and 
children

Good accessibility to Cambridge and London for work

Pleasant climate and living environment = good quality of life 

Can work from home and commute for meetings 

Work on farms for migrants 

Quieter life with less congestion and lower crime 

Fewer children = schools and services close 

Farming and tourism struggle to find workers 
Local shops and services close through lack of custom 

High demand so house prices rise = locals can’t afford them 

New homes built = affects the rural character of villages 
Local shops close as new residents shop on line or supermarkets 



The UK has a big influence on 
the world

Trade

Culture

World trade

Global security

Commonwealth

One of 15 permanent members of 
the UN who make decisions about 

global security

Exporter of global television programmes
like Dr Who and Sherlock

One of the G8 – Worlds 8 biggest 
economies who make decisions 

about the global economy

Major global trader – Biggest trading 
partners are Europe and the USA 

Leader of the Commonwealth, a 
collection of 53 former colonies of 
the UK.  We provide a lot of Aid.


