
 

 

 

24th March 2021  

 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
The last year has seen unprecedented times within education.  Whilst we have endeavoured 
to continue with the delivery of our curriculum, and many of our students have fully engaged 
in the online provision, we are aware that this cohort has had very little time in the Academy. 
Students have therefore had their learning experiences disrupted, especially in the more 
practical subjects.  
 
At this point in the year, I would normally write to invite you and your child to attend our  
options evening, plan for subject taster sessions, and have tutor sessions planned which 
would enable your child to engage in the options process. We take this process very seriously 
as making decisions regarding GCSE options could impact on your child’s Post-16 options and 
their future career path. However, we believe that given the experience your child has had 
over the past twelve months, it is not the right time for you and your child to make such an 
important decision. Instead, we feel it is appropriate for us to rethink the options process to 
ensure your child will be fully equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to be successful 
in their GCSEs.  
 
For that reason, we are going to delay the options process to this time next year. This will 
allow your child to engage with practical lessons and experience subjects such as art, 3D 
design, computer science and PE.  Full coverage of the curriculum will allow students to make 
an informed decision regarding their GCSE options.  
 
This decision has not been taken lightly but takes into consideration all the issues we have 
experienced over the last twelve months due to the pandemic. I will be in contact with more 
detailed information about the options process at the beginning of 2022.   
 
Yours faithfully. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr I Goldberg 
Vice Principal “Best Curriculum” and Careers Lead  
 


