
 
 
 
1st April 2020 
  
 
Dear Parent/Carers  
 
This time last year I wrote to you following our initial two weeks of lockdown. I have to admit  no-one 
could have predicted that a year later I find myself writing to you again as we emerge from lockdown 
three. We are currently working hard at developing a plan that will help move the academy towards 
a school day that is closer to the one that we had before the pandemic whilst maintaining measures 
that keep both staff and students safe throughout the day. 
 
Period 6 (Work Hard) 
I wrote to you back in the autumn explaining why at that time we had to postpone our Period 6 
programme.  I am however glad to inform you that we are now in a position to restart the programme 
after the Easter break.  Each year group (Years 7 -10) will be allocated a specific day for their Period 6 
provision. Specific information and available sessions will be communicated to you in a separate letter 
from Miss Olschner who is leading on this programme. 
 
Local Elections (Work Hard) 
The 2021 Bristol City Council election is due to take place during May 2021, alongside nationwide local 
elections. Voters in the city will vote for the Mayor of Bristol, the Mayor of West of England and for 
Avon and Somerset's Police and Crime Commissioner. Due to the large number of votes to be cast 
Bristol City Council Election Team will be using our site as a counting venue from 6:00pm on Thursday 
6th May until late on Sunday 9th May 2021.  With over 500 electoral personnel expected to be on site 
it is not possible to keep the academy open for face to face lessons.  The academy will therefore be 
closed to staff and students on Friday 7th May 2021.  In order to limit the disruption to students 
learning we will be delivering live lessons to access from home on that day. These lessons will follow 
your child’s normal timetable for the day. 
 
Uniform (Look Smart) 
Throughout the winter and spring terms we have allowed students to keep their coats on during the 
school day because of the need to keep the building well ventilated. As we move into the summer 
term, and the weather becomes warmer, the temperature of the building will be such that coats do 
not need to be worn inside.  Please note that from Monday 19th April students will be asked to remove 
their outdoor coat as they enter the building. 
 
Car Park (Stay Safe) 
Please be aware that during the Easter break we are having work done to our car park in order to keep 
it as safe as possible for pedestrians.  Two sets of alligator teeth are to be added to maintain the one-
way flow of the road system as well as some additional speed bumps and a pair of beacons will be 
placed on the pedestrian crossing.  Additional signage will be added to make drivers aware of these 
calming measures. 
 
Electric Scooters (Stay Safe) 
Electric scooters, or e-scooters, are an up-and-coming mode of transport, but there is a lot of 
uncertainty around when and where they can legally be used. With the government’s recent decision 
to fast-track electric scooter trials, we thought it was a good time to recap the rules as they stand right 
now. Although buying electric scooters is legal in the UK and many large shops sell them, there are 



lots of restrictions surrounding where they can be used. It is however illegal to use them on public 
roads, pavements, in cycle lanes and in pedestrian-only areas. The reason for this is that electric 
scooters are currently classed as ‘powered transporters’ by the government and fall under the same 
laws and regulations that apply to all motor vehicles. It is for this reason that students cannot ride 
electric scooters to school and the academy will not accept them onto the site. 
 
Test and Trace (Stay Safe) 
As a reminder those students who have been issued with home testing kits should: 
 
Continue to test twice a week at home throughout the Easter holidays and into the summer term. 
Please test before returning to school on either the night before, or morning of, the first day back to 
school so we can find out and isolate any positive cases. 
 
Report positive, negative and void results here: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result.  
 
Please also tell us the result of each test by completing our Microsoft form via this link: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-
HVbUS2fe6Heiyu1QhFBmCSm6Oh7J3tUMTJXVTBKVlZBT1ZKMllKUTNCMFk2RzJCQi4u 
 
In addition to the above and for the purpose of contact tracing during the Easter holidays we ask 
parents to inform us via telephone (Safeguarding Hotline 07971 729587) of any positive PCR test 
results if symptoms develop within 2 days of your child last being on the school site  OR if your child 
tests positive with a lateral flow device (LFD test). Please note that in the event of a positive lateral 
flow test then you must book a confirmatory PCR test. In the event of symptoms developing after two 
days of last being on the school site then you should only inform us of this if your child will still be self- 
isolating when we return to school on the 19th April.  
 
Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a happy and safe break.   
 
Thank you for your continued support during these very challenging times and we look forward to 
welcoming your child back to the academy on Monday 19th April 2021 for Term 5.  Please remember 
hands, face, space, and fresh air. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Peter Knight 
Principal 
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