
 

 

 

16th June 2020  

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Year 8 History Holocaust  

I wanted to write to you to advise of an upcoming topic which your child is due to study as part of 

their Year 8 History curriculum and to explain a little around how you might support this learning. 

From the week commencing Monday 29th June, year eight students are due to complete a series of 

three lessons on the Holocaust. In ordinary circumstances, we spend quite a lot longer on this unit 

and open up our lessons to discussion opportunities around ideas of prejudice and discrimination. 

Due to the current way in which we are needing to teach as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, we 

are unable to address this sensitive topic in the way that we ordinarily do.  

Mr Gallagher is currently working hard on producing three lessons, which are approachable for all 

students who are studying from home. These lessons will provide students with opportunities to 

learn about this significant event in our history, whilst being sensitive to any concerns that may arise 

as a result of studying such a difficult topic. I outline below the lesson titles and brief summary of 

their content. We would encourage you to have some conversations with your children at home 

about their thoughts, both during and following these lessons, and please do get in touch with me 

should you have any questions which you would like support with. To help you with these 

conversations, I am also providing some links at the end of this letter to websites & documentaries, 

which you may find helpful. 

W/C Monday 29th June: How did life change for Jewish people, living under Nazi rule? This will 

investigate things like the boycott of Jewish business, the Nuremberg Laws and Kristallnacht. 

W/C Monday 6th July: Life for Jewish people living in ghettos. This lesson will provide students with 

an insight into life within Jewish ghettos and will allow them to investigate some primary accounts 

from people living within the ghettos and people looking in on them. 

W/C Monday 13th July: The Final Solution. This lesson is the most sensitive of all of the lessons as it 

will investigate what happens when the Nazis decided to introduce death camps (such as Auschwitz-

Birkenau). Within this lesson we will try to make some contemporary links to prejudice and 

discrimination, such as the Black Lives Matter movement. 

Please do let me know if we can support you in any way, whilst your child is studying this sensitive 

topic. 

Kind regards, 

Kate Reed  

Mrs Kate Reed 
Subject Lead: History 



Resources to support home study of The Holocaust: 

 

• BBC Newsround: Holocaust Special (Finding My Family) - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46932823  

• BBC Newsround: What was the Holocaust? - https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/16690175  

• The Holocaust Explained - https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/  

• Holocaust Memorial Day Trust (an excellent resource which investigates other examples of 

genocide, too) - https://www.hmd.org.uk/  

• Holocaust Education (support for online learning) - 

https://www.holocausteducation.org.uk/teacher-resources/post-it-online-courses/  

• The Oak Academy – Holocaust assembly - https://youtu.be/TTOXvPERY8w  

• One Day in Auschwitz (follows Kitty Hart-Moxon, who survived the Holocaust, as she returns 

to Auschwitz with two British students). - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZYgzW2fS0o  
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