
Dear Parent/Carer,

Season’s greetings and a warm welcome to our
new academy newsletter. Its aim: to celebrate
everything that our students have been involved
in during the past term. As I am sure you are
aware we have a Twitter account which we
update regularly with snippets on the events that
have taken place, but sometimes it is nice to
bring all of this together and provide you with
more detail as to what has taken place here at
Oasis Brislington Academy. We hope that you
enjoy the newsletter and happy reading.

Regards,

Peter Knight
Principal

@OABrislington
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School News

Inspectors praise ‘ambitious
vision’ at Oasis Academy
Brislington in ‘good’ Ofsted
report

“I am so grateful to the staff, students and parents who have
supported us over these last couple of years. Their support
and dedication, and willingness to embrace change, are the

foundations for the improvements we have achieved.”
 
 

Taking a look at the curriculum offer in the academy, Ofsted
were impressed at the offer provided to students saying; “the
school’s curriculum is ambitious, with nearly all pupils
studying subjects through to year 11 that will make them
eligible for the English baccalaureate.”

They continued to praise leaders saying that they have
implemented coherent and well thought out curriculums in
each subject, and that they know their subjects well and
have identified the most important knowledge for pupils to
learn.

Phil Humphreys, Regional Director for South West & South
Coast Secondaries at Oasis Community Learning,
commented saying; 

 
“This is a fantastic report from Ofsted, and is everything that
Peter and his team deserve after the excellent progress they

have made.”
 

“The academy is on a journey of swift and sustainable
improvement, and I am confident that the plans that Peter

has in place means that the progress and attainment levels
will continue to climb. The wider Oasis family of academies
is extremely proud of what Oasis Academy Brislington has

achieved.”

Oasis Academy Brislington was inspected under the new
inspection framework on Wednesday 20th and Thursday
21st October 2021. It was previously graded as ‘Requires
Improvement’ but is now graded as ‘Good’ across all areas,
these being: the quality of education, behaviour and
attitudes, personal development, and leadership and
management.

By Daniel Marsh
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“Pupils know staff have high expectations for them to do
well.”
“Pupils learn in a well-structured environment. They
know what is expected of them.”
“The headteacher has an ambitious vision for the
school.”
“Curriculum leaders have implemented coherent and
well thought out curriculums in each subject.”
“The curriculum is ambitious for pupils with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).”

The academy has been described as a place where
students learn in a 'well-structured environment'.

A local inclusive secondary school in the heart of South
Bristol previously rated ‘Requires Improvement’ has been
praised by Ofsted after receiving a glowing report and is
now ‘Good’ in all areas. Oasis Academy Brislington says
staff, parents and pupils are proud to belong to the school
community. Inspectors found students on roll enjoy working
together with their teachers which in turn develops their
character, talents, and interests.

Highlights from the report include:

The school principal has been praised for his ambitious
vision for the academy saying: “leaders, with the support of
the trust, have focused on improving the right things. Staff
feel well supported. Early career teachers talk
enthusiastically about the school’s support for them.”

Peter Knight, Principal at Oasis Academy Brislington,
commented on the glowing report saying: 

 
“The whole of the Oasis Academy Brislington community

are delighted with Ofsted’s ‘Good’ in all categories
judgement. It is external confirmation of what all at the

school have known for a while now, that together we are
making rapid progress and creating a great school that our

students so richly deserve.”



On Tuesday 9th November, the MFL department took
sixteen Year 10 and Year 11 linguists to St Brendan’s
Sixth Form College for an afternoon of language
studies and socialising. Whilst there, our students
engaged in some  French and 
German speaking and writing 
activities, which had been 
prepared by the St. 
Brendan’s students. It 
was a fantastic opportunity 
for the students to check 
out the site, show off their 
language skills and speak to 
current students about all things sixth form -
particularly those Year 11s who have applied to study
there next year! We look forward to taking another
group of linguists in January. Well done to all those
who partook – you did us proud!

Over the last few months, Year 11 students have been
working hard on their GCSE computer science
programming projects. Some students created a
password-protected game that allowed users to play a
game of guess the song, while others created a
program that allowed users to play a game of dice
against each other. Other students created a program
that allowed two players to play a game of cards with
each other! 

Exciting Jekyll and Hyde
performance by The Box
Clever Theatre co. 
The English department were delighted to welcome
The Box Clever Theatre Co. who came to the
academy to give Year 11 a fantastic performance of
Jekyll and Hyde.  The performance explored the
chilling vision provided by Robert Louis Stevenson’s
novella with musical accompaniment, great staging
and lighting effects. After the performance, students
got the chance to work with professional actors and be
actively involved in recreating key moments in an
interactive workshop. Volunteer students recreated the
moment when Hyde brutally attacked Sir Danvers
Carew and explored the relationship between Mr
Utterson and Mr Hyde. The visit was rounded off with
a question and answer session and the Theatre group
staff remarked on how well our students participated. It
was a successful and enriching experience for our
Year 11s.

Year 11 master Python in
Computer Science

In all cases students had to make a design of their
program structure and then write the Python code that
would run their programs on their computers. Many
testing rounds followed the development of the code to
make sure there were no bugs and that the program
was user-friendly. When they thought their program
was finalised, they booked a slot where the computer
science teacher would extensively test their code for
weaknesses. The result? A class of very competent
Python programmers! Well done everyone!

A snapshot of the code developed by one of our students

Language studies at St.
Brendan's Sixth Form College

By Alvaro Martinez Guimera

By Emma Tollett

By Julia Long
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Find us at Oasis Hub Brislington on
Facebook for more updates on local

events and news! 

Don't get jealous, get green!

Oasis Academy Brislington Drama studies is very
excited to announce its collaboration with Bristol’s
Young Blood Theatre Group. A selection of students
will be devising and performing their very own piece of
theatre which will be filmed and aired on YouTube! We
will be using quotations from Greta Thunberg to try
and encapsulate the mood of young people dealing
with environmental politics and hope through
movement, song, expression and physicality we can
give a platform to our young people to express
themselves. Students have been training after school
on Wednesdays and are looking forward to seeing the
final edited production. A huge thank you to all of our
amazing participants who are turning up and working
so hard to create such a powerful and moving piece of
art. Furthermore, we would also like to extend our
gratitude to Young Blood Theatre for all of their
support and help with giving our community access to
working with a professional theatre.

Year 8 have been working on the enquiry 'Why did
Charles I lose his head?' in History and have recently
written up their responses which have been fantastic!
In class, we have been looking at the long-term issues
that plagued Charles' reign such as his belief in the
Divine Right of Kings and the fact he upset his
Protestant subjects. With this in mind, students
considered how these factors contributed to the King
being put on trial. Students have engaged in
historiography to help critique an article written on
Charles I and his execution, ultimately deciding for
themselves when in Charles’ reign it became clear he
would lose his head. They have proven themselves to
be excellent historians in the process and their work is
testament to how well they have engaged with our
new curriculum!

Why did Charles I lose his head?

By Rachel Akers

By Kathryn Hughes
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The father of one of our Year 8 students in the
Specialist Centre plays for the Bristol Ice-Hockey team,
The Pitbulls. In July, he invited all Year 7 students and
all Specialist Centre students to take part in a
competition to design their new warm-up jersey to help
raise awareness of autism. The Pitbulls have an
auction every year at the end of the season to raise
money for various charities and good causes and this
year they have chosen to support our Specialist
Centre. The winning design is being worn by the team
for their warm-ups and will be sold at the auction at the
end of the season. The winning designers were Isabel
P in 8DVE and Frederick F in 8/9 BCA.

Designing Bristol ice-hockey
team jersey

By Audrey Bennett

Isabel P and Frederick F showing off the finished jersey design

Drama club collaborates with Young Blood
Theatre

https://business.facebook.com/oasisbrislington.org/?business_id=129131562612324


We are very fortunate at Oasis Academy Brislington to
have four professional artists working within the school
in what is known as ‘The Studio’. The artists come
from a range of different disciplines such as ceramics,
printmaking, painting and textiles. Our students are
able to observe the artists as they develop their ideas
as well as work alongside them to learn new skills and
processes outside of the classroom environment.
Since September, the artists have run ‘Reach’ (after-
school) workshops for Years 7 and 8, giving students
the opportunity to explore different printmaking
techniques as well as a variety of clay processes. The
most recent workshops resulted in a diverse range of
pieces from thrown pots to hand-built Canopic jars and
Christmas decorations.

We plan to offer workshops to Year 9 students after
Christmas. As well as being fun, these sessions are
particularly beneficial for those students considering
Art as a GCSE subject. Interested students should see
Mrs Loxterkamp for further info.
Follow our Art Instagram page for more regular
updates from the Art Department! 

Artists in residence workshops

During COP26, to raise awareness of the international
conference and debates taking place in Glasgow,
students and staff across the school took part in
WWF's Forest of Promises initiative. On paper leaves,
we all wrote down promises to treat the planet better,
ranging from recycling more items or avoiding fast
fashion, to walking more or even promising to eat less
meat. On the other side of the leaf, we wrote promises
we wanted to see the government fulfil. These leaves
were then put together by a brilliant team of staff and
students to build a 'Tree of Promise' in the Atrium. The
tree, which comprises of over 1000 leaves, is an
interactive display for passers-by to read. We shared
photos of our tree online which then contributed to the
WWF 'Forest of Promises' on 5th November.

COP26 Forest of Promises 

@oasisacademybrislingtonart

The Tree of Promise completed and displayed in the Atrium

By Rachael Paton

By Ingrid Loxterkamp
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KS3 students had the opportunity to battle it out to
become rock Gods in OAB's first times table rockstars
battle of the bands. During the final week of term
students competed to show their times table prowess
to win prizes and international (within OAB)
recognition. 

This term we have had a highly successful maths
challenge reach club after school where students have
been provided with the opportunity to develop their
skills in problem-solving. This is in preparation for them
taking part in the UK Maths challenge next spring.

‘Wow look at that tree!’
‘You have exceptionally well behaved students.’

These were just two of the many varied comments that
could be heard on the Westonbirt Arboretum Visit.
Thirty-two Year 10 Art and Photography students spent
a cold and damp autumnal day exploring the beauty
and majesty provided by nature’s fireworks; from bright
crimson maples and acers to trees displaying a
bewildering array of softly blended colour, from
emerald through yellow to amber and terracotta.
This expression of natural form and colour gave the
students a huge amount of first hand source material
to work with, which once refined and edited will
enhance the coursework grades of all the students that
attended. The Art students focused on observational
drawings and frottage while the Photography students
were able to put to good use their knowledge and skills
regarding Depth of Field and Aperture.

Westonbirt Arboretum Visit

On the last day of each term, students will have the
opportunity to showcase their musical skills and
talents to an audience at the end of the school day for
half an hour. It is not directly related to GCSE
musicians, therefore if you are able to sing, play or
entertain then don't hesitate to enter and wow the
crowd.

OAB Live Lounge

Pam Brophy / Acer Glade: Westonbirt Arboretum /
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ 

A few weeks ago our Y10 and Y11 philosophers met
with two members of Humanists UK. Our students had
the opportunity to listen to and to discuss ideas with
them. They found out the beliefs that many Humanists
hold and how these beliefs influence their lives. I was
so proud of how beautifully they listened but even
more proud to hear them questioning and challenging
the guest speakers.

Philosophy students meet with
members of Humanists UK

KS3 times table rockstars

Check out @OABrislington on
twitter for more updates on
school events!

By Ingrid Loxterkamp

By Euton Peters

By Megan Reynolds

By John Campbell
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This term, we invited the Ministry of Defence to work
with our year 7 students on a variety of skills which
employers deem to be the most important
employability skills. During the session students had to
solve problems and work in teams to overcome
challenges and complete the brief set by the company.
Eight staff from the MOD told students about their
career journeys and the kind of jobs they are doing
now. Sanderson PLC also joined us to work with our
year 11 students on their CV writing skills. Students
were very engaged as they worked out what a good
CV should look like and the things they should
definitely avoid.

During the post-16 week (w/c 6th December) year 11
students also heard from the National Citizenship
Service regarding volunteering opportunities, as well
as hearing from Junior Saunders, who is a motivational
speaker. Junior spoke to students about the
importance of being resilient and how to overcome
challenges everybody faces in life. Students had the
opportunity to meet a vast variety of post-16 providers
who will visit the academy for our annual careers fair.
All our year 8 – 11 students will have this opportunity
as it can never be to early to think what they might
want to do in a few years from now.

Oasis Academy Brislington uses Grofar as a tool to
record each student’s careers activities, early careers
action plans and skills development. This helps us to
monitor and track each student’s career journey as
well as planning and organising “meaningful”
encounters to raise their aspirations. This career
passport will form the basis of their CV and therefore it
is vital that students engage with this tool. 

As winter is upon us students are busier than ever in
the Design & Technology department. We started the
academic year with sustainability at the forefront of
everything we do. From September we started with
reducing the amount of paper we use: in food students
are now using their iPads as recipe sheets and in DT
students are designing their projects online. This has
massively reduced our use of paper within the
department, but this was only the start. DT students in
Year 7 will be making wooden Planters, Year 8
students will be making a bug hotel and Year 9
students will be making a speaker. All these projects
will feature upcycled materials. Students taking the
‘Food Technology’ rotation within Design & Technology
have been evaluating the food they have been making
trying wherever possible to reduce food miles. 

We will not stop there though! Oasis Academy
Brislington has assembled a group of teaching staff
with the view to creating a brand-new allotment. This
will provide our students with a massive opportunity to
contextualise their understanding of the environment
and design work both in lessons and as part of our
period six clubs. Any students interested in gaining
knowledge of how and when foods grow or fancy
themselves as an amateur gardener should ask their
Design & Technology teacher about how to get
involved!

Sustainability projects in
the Design & Technology

department

Careers education at OAB

By Joshua Advani
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Mr Advani and students in front of the allotment pre-transformation 



Period 6
As the period 6 provision has continued to grow,
students are being offered a range of activities from
rugby and netball to yoga and gymnastics. I am
extremely grateful for the students who attended and
to members of staff who have given up their time.
There will be changes to the period 6 schedule next
year as the school’s football season starts in Term 3. 
 
Ex-Student Success
The PE department would also like to celebrate the
achievements of ex-student Jess S. Jess was a
member of the Academy’s Rugby club and made her
full debut for the Bristol Bears woman’s team last
month. We are extremely proud of Jess’ achievements
and are hoping to welcome her back to work with
some students this academic year.

Rugby
Our Year 7 boys attended a rugby festival at Bridge
Learning Campus where they represented the
Academy very well and won 4 out of 6 games. The
students of particular note were: Antwon F, who made
some powerful runs which resulted in many tries,
Sonny W and Alfie K, who both made some excellent
tackles, and Ruben C who was excellent with the ball
in hand.
 

School News Page 8

Please encourage your child to add any activities to
their passport. These can include, for example,
attending afternoon clubs, enrichment visits, out of
school activities such as football training etc. These
activities will help your child learn vital life and
employability skills.

By Dr Ina Goldberg

Let’s Get Down to Business! 

Business Studies has recently introduced ‘Guess the
Entrepreneur, Guess the Enterprise’, and on Thursday
1st December, we had the first correct answer on the
first day of the quiz being released. Without any
googling, Brynley E guessed the Compton born
tycoon, who was ranked 56/100 Greatest Artists of All
Time by the Rolling Stones and was the second-
richest figure in hip hop in 2018. Huge Congratulations
Brynley! Brilliant world Business Knowledge! With a
dozen more clues on each poster, a new business
person is in the spotlight every Monday in the red
block, outside room 156. Come along throughout the
week and be surprised at some of the fascinating facts
and mind-boggling journeys some of our international
business leaders have been on. Get your brain
cranking as you piece together the statements to work
out which company is in the limelight – and who the
mogul is. 

This week: who is the businesswoman who has been
named the first black spokeswoman for Dior? Another
clue? Her majority wealth comes from her three
businesses, rather than her music… 

By Charlotte Lowe

Sports achievements

Guess the Entrepreneur, Guess the
Enterprise



After many weeks of preparation, the new school
librarian reopened the library in September. With over
13,000 physical books on offer and over 2,000 e-
books and audiobooks, the library is open for business
after several years of disuse. 
During terms 1 and 2, the library has been a huge
success! Students love to come in during breaks and
lunchtimes to borrow books, and have been excited by
the array of new stock the librarian has brought in so
far. The library is open after school most days if
students want a quiet place to read or study. 

If you'd like to see what the library has to offer, you
can find our online catalogue at: 
https://uk.accessit.online/oss36/

The Year 8 Rugby team won 5 out of 6 games. The
students of particular note were: Ellis D, whose
powerful running was too much for most teams, and
Harry D and Kaelan S, whose leadership was
impressive to watch. They continually encouraged their
teammates and led by example, working hard and
trying their best. Takoda P’s incredible sidestepping
and quick hands were also a highlight.
 
The Year 9 Rugby team won 3 out of 5 games. The
students of note were first time rugby players: Tyler C,
Jamie P and Lewis W, who played particularly well and
should find a club to continue their development. Tyler
and Jamie’s powerful running was particularly
impressive.
 
The Year 10 students played well in a tournament at
Ashton Park and the students of note were: Seb C-T,
who led like a real captain, as well as Mason S and
Alfie M, who performed some incredible running.
 
All of the students highlighted demonstrated our Oasis
expected habits and focused leadership skills.

Netball
The Year 7 Netball team took part in their first Netball
festival where they gave a great performance and
worked well as a team. The player of the tournament
was Lily C.
 
The Year 8 Netball team won 3 out of 4 games and got
to the semi-final. Players of note were Chloe P and
Adrianna K who demonstrated our Oasis habits with
real focus on being hopeful.
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School library revived and
reopened

By Peter Scullion

By Mia Flinton

HANDi App
                        Parent/Carers may be interested in this

App which has been developed for the
NHS by a team of paediatric experts and which
provides support to parents/carers and medical
professionals looking after children with the most
common childhood illnesses. These include diarrhoea
and vomiting, high temperature, abdominal pain, chest
problems such as wheezing and asthma along with
other common problems.

As well as providing up-to-date NHS advice on
common childhood conditions and how to treat them,
the HANDi App has a quick and easy-to-use child
symptom checker. The app will take you through a
series of questions about the symptoms your child may
be experiencing and will then advise on the best
course of action, whether that’s to treat at home, to
make a GP appointment, or to head to A&E. Each of
the most common childhood illnesses has a Home
Care Plan to help you provide the best support for your
child.
More information regarding this can be found here:
https://bnssgccg.nhs.uk/get-
involved/campaigns/download-handi-app/#main-
content

 

Year 7 Rugby team after their four victories

https://uk.accessit.online/oss36/#!dashboard
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